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TUNIS (AFP) — Interior ministers from Arab countries pledged 
Friday to unite their countries’ forces in fighting terrorism in a 
-code of conduct adopted here una n i m ously, a final communi- 

2 dc issued by the Arab league's council of interior ministers said 
3 21 nations represented at the two-day meeting would forego 


0 - a year ago. Both countries 
luatim fundamental unrest for several 

^ ip by a joint committee over tbe last year 

“forbids all member countries to welcome, shelter, train, aim or 
finance terrorist or destructive elements,” the communique said. 
Signatories wifl also cooperate closely in investigations and tbe 
arrests of terrorist suspects and convicts and coordinate border 
controls. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Royal Jordanian has the pleasure to 
announce that its new Information 
Center at QAlAis now operational 
24 hours a day. 

Any information concerning the 
movement of its fleet to and from 
Amman could be obtained through 
Tel # 08/53200 
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Price: Jordan 150 FSs 


Syria, Israel upbeat after 2nd 
round talks in U.S. 


IT WAS possible to reach 
agreement with Israel on ma- 
jor issues after the latest 
round of peace talks ended 
near Washington. 

“The results of these dis- 
cussions show that it is possi- 
ble to reach substantial prog- 
ress on the essential ques- 
tions,' 7 Walid Muallem, the 
lead Syrian negotiator, told 
tbe official SANA news agen- 
cy. 

Describing the session as 
“serious and useful,” Mr. 
Muallem said there were still 
“difficulties and gaps int he 
two parties’ positions on cer- 
tain essential elements to 
peace.” 

Mr. Muallem, who was 
speaking from outside 
Washington, where the talks 
took place, said the negotia- 
tions centred on several 
issues, notably an Israeli 
.withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

They also discussed the 
normalisation of relations, 
security arrangements and a 
timetable for implementa- 
tion, he said. 

“The discussion also 
evoked a larger framework, 
given the fact that Syria is the 
key to a just and global peace 
in the region,” said Mr. 
Muallem, the Syrian ambas- 
sador to the United States. 

He also said the results of 
this second round of negotia- 
tions would be the basis of 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 


ren Christopher's visit to the 
region next week. 

He said Mr. Christopher’s 
participation in part of the 
negotiations was “a serious 
sign of the U.S. commitment 
to establish a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the re- 
gion.” 

“This participation also 
confirms that the United 
States has given priority to 
the Syrian and Lebanese 
peace tracks in 1996,” he 
said. 

In Washington State De- 
partment spokesman Nicho- 
las Bums said: 

“All three delegations be- 
lieve that the discussions 
were fruitful, constructive 
and practical,” reading a 
statement drawn up by U.S. 
Middle East negotiator De- 
nnis Ross on behlaf of the 
three nations in the talks. 

“The discussions were con- 
ducted in a positive and open 
atmosphere. A good start 
was made in developing a 
general basis for progress on 
substance and on the proce- 
dures for dealing with the 
main issues to be overcome." 

But, he added, “a great 
deal of work” remains to be 
done. 

No date was given for the 
resumption of talks. 

The two rounds of discus- 
sions since December 27 
were the first between the 
Middle East rivals since 
negotiations broke down six 
months ago over the Golan 


Heights. 

Israel has been demanding 
that its withdrawal from the 
strategic Golan Heights be 
linked to an overall peace 
pact. The plateau was seized 
in a 1967 war. 

Israel's lead negotiator Uri 
Savir told Israeli television: 
“We had positive discussions, 
we have clarified many ques- 
tions.” 

“The second session this 
week was more positive than 
the first." “We will return to 
Israel with a clearer idea of 
Syrian positions and, more 
importantly, the capacity to 
make progress in the foture, 
and we still have a lot of work 
to do." 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher would be making 
“some suggestions" to Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad, said Mr. Bums, who 
indicated the negotiations 
would be heading home foT 
instructions from their gov- 
ernments. Mr. Christopher is 
to travel to the Middle East 
for consultations on the 
peace process next week. 

“We are very pleased, very 
encouraged both on subst- 
ance and procedure," said 
Mr. Bums. “(We are) struck 
by the very positive tone and 
atmosphere of these negotia- 
tions." 

Yossi Beilin, the Israeli 
minister heading the peace 
process, had said earlier that: 
“For the moment, we see no 


change in the Syrian position 
on the question of normalisa- 
tion and security arrange- 
ments” that would accom- 
pany an Israeli retreat from 
the Golan. 

"Syria also needs to show 
flexibility on border ques- 
tions,” be said, referring to a 
key sticking point: the magni- 
tude of an Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ehud Barak said on televi- 
sion that after Mr. Christ- 
opher’s tour of the region 
later this month, "it will be 
possible to continue the 
negotiations within tbe same 
framework, but perhaps in- 
cluding generals and econom- 
ists in the delegations.” “It is 
not possible to yet fix a date 
to reach an accord,” it’s a 
long process that awaits 
U.S.," Mr. Barak said. 

Mr. Barak predicted be- 
fore the talks broke up that 
Israeli-Syrian peace talks 
which resumed last week at 
the 18th century Wye Planta- 
tion on Maryland’s eastern 
shore "many months 1 ’ to go. 

“We have not started talk- 
ing about a withdrawal” from 
the Golan Heights, he said. 
“We are following what is 
going on at the negotiating 
table with cautious optimism 
and we must not expect re- 
sults within one or two days.” 
Important issues such as 
water-sharing, security and 
fighting terrorism were not 
discussed, Mr. Barak said. 


Palestinians announce ‘engineer ‘ killed, 

blame Israeli Mossad 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A senior 
Palestinian security source 
confirmed on Friday that 
Hamas bombmaker Yabya 
Ayyash was killed in Gaza 
and that Palestinian police 
had the body. 

The source, who declined 
to be identified, said police 
believed Mr. Ayyash was kil- 
led instantly when a cellular 
telephone packed with 50 
grammes of explosives blew 
up. 

Tbe Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) condemned 
the killing. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat’s senior advisor, Nabil 
Abu Rudeina, said: “We 
strongly condemn this un- 
acceptable operation which 
took place in a territory con- 


trolled by the Palestinian Au- 
thority." 

“All Palestinian security 
services have been ordered to 
carry out an uTgent and full 
investigation,” he told AFP. 

He added that "the perpet- 
rators will be held folly re- 
sponsible for their actions," 
without going into details. 

Mr. Ayyash, nicknaked 
“the engineer” by Israeli 
forces who had hunted him 
for more than two years, died 
in a house at Beit Lahiya, in 
the north of the Gaza Strip, 
the official, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, told 
AFP. 

“He used a telephone 
which was apparently booby- 
trapped. We don't know who 
interfered with it,” he said, 
adding that Mr. Ayyash's 



Yahia Ayyash 


head was completely blown 
off. 

Palestinian police sealed 
off the house and arrested a 
Palestinian living there, Ekri- 


ma Hamm ad, a Hamas activ- 
ist, the official added. He 
said Mr. Ayyash's body was 
handed over to the militant 
fundamentalist movement. 

Earlier reports gave con- 
flicting accounts of the kill- 
ing. Israeli radio and televi- 
sion reports said be was shot 
dead in Beit Lahiya along 
with another person, possibly 
his wife Hi yam. 

Israeli state radio earlier 
said that Mr. Ayyash, a 
Palestinian from the West 
Bank regarded as Israel’s 
enemy number one, died in 
an explosion in the neigh- 
bouring Jabaliya refugee 
camp on the autonomous 
Gaza Strip. 

The radio said that Israeli 
(Continued on page 7) 


Royal Court:Jerusalem Post report ‘totally erroneous’ 


Jordan strongly supports Palestinian 
legitimate rights , peace in the region 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has de- 
scribed as “totally 
erroneous” statements by 
Israeli Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials that the Kingdom was 
concerned about the emerg- 
ence of an independent 
Palestinian entity and was 
worried that progress on tbe 
Syrian 'track of the peace 
talks would diminish its role. 

The statements, which 
were attributed by the Jeru- 
salem Post to a high ranking 
Israeli foreign ministry offi- 
cial, said that Jordanians 
were concerned that if there 
was progress with Syria, 
“Jordan win be pushed out of 
the limelight ana will have to 
share both Israeli and Amer- 
ican attention with Syria and 
the Palestinians.” 

“They feel encircled... 
they feel Jordan's role will be 
diminished,” the Post quoted 
the ministry official m its 
Wednesday edition as saying. 
The paper quoted the official 
as saying that Israeli Foreign 
Minister Ehud Barak assured 


Jordanian officials daring his 
visit here Tuesday that the 
Kingdom mil have a vital 
role to play in the permanent 
settlement of the Palestinian- 
Israeli conflict. 

The assurance was given, 
the Post quoted the official as 
saying, after Jordanians 
made dear their concern that 
a Palestinian entity, which 
could have wide ranging, 
negative ramifications for the 
Kingdom, is being estab- 
lished right in front of their 
eyes. 

The paper also quoted the 
official as saying that Jordan 
was more concerned with the 
Palestinian elections than 
with the Syrian track and that 
Jordanian officials were not 
very optimistic about prog- 
ress with the Syrians because 
“they know the Syrians.” 

Tbe statements in “all 
( their) contexts and context 
(are) totally erroneous,” the 
Royal Court staement, which 
was authorised by His Majes- 
ty King Hussein, said. 

Reasserting Jordan's sop- 
port for the Palestinian peo- 
ple as they strive to secure 


their legitimate rights on 
their legitimate national soil, 
the statement said that Jor- 
dan “has been and is totally 
supportive of the Palestinian 
legitimate leadership and all 
its efforts to secure legitimate 
Palestinian rights.” 

“Jordan will never infringe 
upon Palestinian affairs 
beyond supporting the 
Palestinian people and their 
leadership,” the statement 
added. 

Stating that the subject of 
Palestinian elections was nev- 
er raised in the talks King 
Hussein held with Mr. Barak 
Tuesday, the statement said 
“His Majesty is fully suppor- 
tive of the elections being 
held according to plan.” 

After his talks with Mr. 
Barak, the King told repor- 
ters that Jordan shares the 
Palestinians their joy over the 
achievements they have 
made in their talks with the 
Israelis. He reiterated Jor- 
dan’s support for the Palesti- 
nians in a joint press confer- 
ence which be held with Mr. 
Barak. 

The Royal Court statement 


emphasised Jordan's commit- 
ment to a comprehensive 
peace in the region, noting* 
that all parties to the Arab- 
Israeli talks started from the 
same point in Madrid in 1991 
and with tbe same purpose of 
achieving a solution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

“Tbe mood in Jordan is 
one of optimism regarding 
the current Syrian-Israeli 
negotiations and welcomes 
their early successful conclu- 
sion,” said the statement. 

In his joint press confer- 
ence with Mr. Barak, the 
King welcomed the progress 
on the Syrian track of the 
talks, stressing the King- 
dom’s commitment to com- 
prehensive peace. 

Finally, said the statement, 
Jordan is not in the least 
concerned that its role will be 
marginalised once compre- 
hensive peace in the region is 
achieved. 

“Nor has Jordan ever been 
or will be as small as to 
begrudge any and all parties 
their rights to the full benefits 
of peace,” said the state- 
ment. 


Jordan hosts UNCTAD’s Asian 
group Tuesday 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special to tb e Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 8th Asian 
ministerial meeting for the 
Group of 77 will open here 
Tuesday to prepare for the 
United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) which will be 
held in South Africa in April. 

In a press conference 
Thursday, Mohammad Sma- 
di, the secretary general of 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade, told reporters that His 
Majesty King Hussein will 
open the three-day meeting 
which will tackle issues of 
interest to the world com- 
munity and especially the de- 
veloping countries. 

The UNCTAD confer- 
ence, that Jordan will chair 
until 1999, will bring together 
46 Asian countries as well as 
26 United Nations bodies. 

Awni Bahnam, the secret- 
ary general of UNCTAD, 
told reporters at the press 
conference, that choosing 


Jordan to be the president of 
this conference was not coin- 
cidental but ah endorsement 
of its economic reform as well 
as its development policies. 

“Jordan's role will not end 
by the end of this conference, 
because it will represent the 
Asian group in all interna- 
tional activities, political and 
economic negotiations, as 
well as development issues 
that the UNCTAD will 
address during the next four 
years.” said Dr. Bahnam. 

He added that this confer- 
ence will grant the Asian 
countries the opportunity to 
gather and exchange experi- 
ences in addition to finding 
ways to cooperate and estab- 
lish economic complementar- 
ity- 

Dr. Smadi told reporters 
that ahead of the Tuesday 
ministerial meeting Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker will open a two-day 
preparatory meeting for 
senior participants. 

Dr. Smadi, who chairs the 


Jordanian preparatory com- 
mittee, added that during the 
preparatory meeting which' 
will convene at the Royal 
Cultural Centre today, offi- 
cials will discuss unemploy- 
ment, poverty, foreign in- 
vestment, indebtedness, eco- 
nomies of developing coun- 
tries, and cooperation among 
Third World countries. 

The ministerial meeting is 
expected to issue two docu- 
ments which Dr. Smadi said 
Jordan will present to the 
next UNCTAD meeting in 
four years. 

He added that the first 
document, known as the 
“Amman Declaration,” will 
cover various development 
issues pertinent to the Asian 
group as well as investment, 
technology transfer, inde- 
btedness, poverty and unem- 
ployment It will also address 
the advanced countries’ role 


(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. 

government 
returns to 
business 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. House of Representa- 
tives passed a bill on Friday 
to return 780,000 government 
workers to federal payrolls 
and restore funding for some 
agencies, a major step to- 
wards ending a record three- 
week partial government 
shutdown. 

The Senate was expected 
to act quickly to pass the bill 
and send it on to President 
Bill Qinton by day’s end. 
The measure would provide 
funding through Jan. 26 foT 
federal workers and would 
also pay to reopen some gov- 
ernment functions, including 
operation of national parks, 
the meals on wheels for the 
elderly, passport agencies 
and veterans compensation. 

The bill, which passed the 
House by an overwhelming 
401-17 vote, would fond most 
of the targetted agencies 
through Sept. 30. 


Britain denies offering aid to 
Dominica to shelter 
Masaari, admits trade motives 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Britain on Friday denied a 
press report that it had 
offered aid to the Caribbean 
island state of Dominica in 
Wont for refuge to Saudi 
dissident Mohammad A! 
Masaari, who was ordered 
ow of Britain this week. 

A foreign office spokes- 
man said Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifldnd had met 
yith Dominica’s Prime 
Minister Edison James on 
Bee. 18, but said there had 
been “no linkage between aid 
pd the offer of refuge to Mr. 
Masaari.” 


Tbe Independent newspap- 
er said Friday that Dominica 
rod been promised an in- 
cr ®®e in foreign aid from the 
£500,000 (5750,000) it re- 
in 1994-95 to some £2 
jjjHion (53 million) for the 
fallowing year. 

Tbe foreign office spokes- 
roo said aid to Dominica was 
KKfflaUy around £2 million a 
S'TOr. He said the former Brit- 
sb «olony had in 1993 been 
Promised a grant of £5 mil- 
contingent on clearance 
its debt arrears. 

This announcement clear- 
? predates the Masaari prob- 
V” he said. 

Mr. Masaari, 49, who came 
^Britain 18 months ago 
Yemen after escaping 
a Saudi prison, was this 


week ordered expelled by the 
Home Office, which cited 
threats to Saudi-British di- 
plomatic and business in- 
terests. 

Mr. Masaari, who has 
waged a vociferous paper 
campaign against the Saudi 
regime from his base in Lon- 
don, has been a thorn in the 
side of both governments and 
the Home Office made clear 
his continued presence here 
was endangering billions in 
Saudi defence contracts. 

Mr. Masaari on Friday sug- 
gested that Britain's reputa- 
tion as a shelter for the perse- 
cuted could be “smashed 
against the rocks.” 

In an article in the Inde- 
pendent newspaper, he ac- 
cused the British government 
of abandoning its human 
rights principles for commer- 
cial gain in yielding to the 
pressure from the governing 
Saudi royal family. 

“Britain could never have 
been in the centre stage of 
die world for such a long time 
if she had been a totalitarian 
state,” he wrote. 

“Is the British tradition of 
giving a home to freedom 
fighters to be dashed against 
the rocks?” 

British newspapers echoed 
Mr. Masaari’s criticism of the 
government for bowing to 
commercial pressures. 


The government has 
admitted economic consid- 
erations played a key part in 
the decision. British defence 
firms are seeking orders 
worth billions of dollars from 
the Middle Eastern state. 

Home Office Minister Ann 
Widdecombe said British in- 
terests required the removal 
of Mr. Masaari, citing “enor- 
mous export considerations.” 

“The Saudi government 
has been constantly cam- 
paigning and stepping up the 
pressure to have me de- 
ported," Mr. Masaari wrote 
in the newspaper article. 
"They have done this by lob- 
bying, phoning and writing to 
everyone they could think 
of.” 

In leading articles, British 
newspapers agreed. 

“Britain looks ludicrous 
and craven at the same 
time,” said the left-leaning 
Guardian newspaper. 

“His departure may serve 
our immediate commercial 
interest, but the moral cost is 
high,” said the Times, which 
generally supports Britain’s 
Conservative government. 

Mr. Masaari, using a com- 
puter and a fax in his London 
home to disseminate in- 
formation to allies back 
ho me, has campaigned for an 
Islamic government to re- 
place the Saudi monarchy. 


Budget clears House after 
compromise on salary raises 


By Sa’eda Kilani 
Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Thurs- 
day endorsed the JD 1,745 
million draft budget for 1996 
with a majority of 52 deputies 
(out of 74 present) but only 
after the government won a 
heated debate in which the 
legislators insisted on raising 
the salaries of government 
employees from JD 10 to JD 
15. 

While deputies insisted on 
a minimum of JD 15 increase 
in salaries as opposed to the 
JD 10 promised by the gov- 
ernment, the government ex- 
plained that the state's 
budget did not afford an 
additional financial burden. 
The breakthrough came, 
however, when the govern- 
ment agreed to advance, the 
date for the JD 10 increase by 
five months, from the origin- 
al May 1 to Jan. 1, 1996. 

In a reply made after the 
marathon debate lasted for 
three days, in which lawmak- 
ers showered the government 
with complaints and de- 
mands, Prime Minister Sharif- 
Zeid Ben Shaker defended 
his government policies as 
rational and necessary at this 
stage and promised a better 


future if cooperation between 
the public and the private 
sectors was enhanced. 

“Strict measures, which 
might not be popular, should 
be adopted to achieve self- 
reliance as outlined by our 
economic reform program- 
me,” the prime minister told 
the House. “But we are con- 
vinced that (ours) are neces- 
sary measures that will finally 
lead to better conditions and 
help in reducing the countiy’s 
dependence on foreign assist- 
ance and aid.” 

“We, at the same time, will 
make sure that limited in- 
come earners would not be 
affected by these measures. 
On the contrary we will try to 
make them benefit from (the 
measures),” he said. 

Ever since the budget de- 
bate started on Tuesday, law- 
makers of different blocs and 
political affiliations heavily 
criticised what they described 
as the worsening economic 
conditions in the Kingdom 
and called on the government 
to take the appropriate mea- 
sures to fight poverty and- 
in crease wages of employees 
to go hand in hand with price 
hikes. 

While Sharif Zeid prom- 
ised that the raise of JD 10 
promised by the government 


to start in May will now be 
effective as of Jan. 1, in line 
with the recommendations of 
the House's Finance Com- 
mittee, he explained to the 
House that tbe government 
would not be able to allocate 
more of its budget funds to 
salary increases as the major- 
ity of the House requested. 

“The government shares 
the finance committee’s con- 
cerns over the price hikes," 
said the prime minister. “At 
present, the government is 
looking into a law to combat 
monopoly which is expected 
to be finalised in the next few 
months." 

“We are aware of the fact 
that civil and military em- 
ployees' salaries should be 
dramatically reconsidered... 
but the general financial cir- 
cumstances do not allow 
additional increase to what 
the government has already 
proposed.” 

Lawmakers had protested 
that certain allocations in the 
budget to government institu- 
tions and ministries should be 
reduced and the funds Trans- 
formed into an increase in the 
employees’ salaries. 

While it was not possible 
for the government to do 
this, as both the prime minis- 
ter and Minister of Finance 


Basel Jardaneh noted, most 
of the deputies who spoke at 
Thursday’s session insisted 
od their demand. 

They said that a petition 
signed by 44 deputies deman- 
ding an increase of JD 15 
gave them the right to press- 
ure the government and even 
turn their proposal into a law. 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education Abdul 
Raouf Rawabdeh said that 
the proposal was not consti- 
tutional. 

Referring to the Constitution. 
Mr. Rawabdeh said that Parlia- 
ment had no right, during discus- 
sions of the draft budget or its 
annexes, to increase spending 
either through introducing 

amendments or making new 
propsoals. Parliament can only 1 
reduce spending or propose' new 
laws that allow for new expendi- 
tures. 

Deputies, Toujan Faisal in 
particular, strongly disagreed 
with Mr. Rawabdeh. pointing 
out that the recommendations of 
the finance committee were 
drafted by a majority while the 

E erition was signed by the 
(Ouse's majority. 

A proposal to refer the 44 
deputies' demand to the govern- 
ment was put to a vote. Fifty out 
of 75 deputies voted in favour. 

However, Mr. Jardaneh prom- 
ised that there would not be 
additional taxes for 1996. “On 
the contrary customs fees have 


been reduced to 50 per cent as of 
Jan. 1 except for cars, alcohol 
and cigarettes," the minister con- 
firmed. 

'The sales tax had a very 
marginal impact on limited in- 
come families because it was not 
imposed on most of the basic 
commodities consumed by this 
p." he said. "The increase 
only affected commodities 
that are used by relatively high 
income earners," he added. 

“1 have said in the budget 
report, very dearly, that the offi- 
cial statistics show that the gener- 
al level of prices is stable and 
within safe limits and is not 
subject to pressures of inflation 
that might negatively affect our 
living standards." 

Almost all the deputies who 
addressed the House complained 
of price hikes and low wages. 
Citing figures of the National 
Society for Consumer Protec- 
tion, they said that the price of 
more than 70 commodities had 
increased and called on the gov- 
ernment to either put an end to 
the hikes or take part in fixing 
prices. 

“What the consumer sod cry 
stated could not be considered an 
acceptable scientific analysis of 
index numbers,” Mr. Jardaneh 
said. “Its method is closer to 
collecting information randomly. 
The government will form a com- 
mittee to study the cost of living 
index.” 

(Continued on page 3) 



Eritrea says no breakthrough 
in islands dispute with Yemen 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — 
Eritrea said on Friday there 
was no major breakthrough 
in Ethiopian efforts to medi- 
ate, its dispute with Yemen 
over Red Sea islands. 

Yemane Ghebremeskel, 
director in President Issayas 
Afewerki's office, also hit out 
at the Yemeni parliament for 
passing a resolution calling 
on its government to regain 
the disputed Greater Hanish 
island seized by Eritrea last 
month. 

"There is no new ground. 
The shuttle by the Ethiopian 
minister is still going on," he 
said in reference to the latest 
visit to Eritrea by Ethiopian 
Foreign Minister Seyoum 
Mesfin on Thursday. 

Ethiopia is mediating the 


dispute between Arab Ye- 
men and African Eritrea and 
Mr. Mesfin has submitted a 
draft agreement on solving 
the dispute. 

"The process is continuing 
but we cannot talk of any 
breakthrough, any develop- 
ments,” Mr. Yemane told 
Reuters by telephone from 
Asmara. 

He said Thursday's resolu- 
tion by Yemen's parliament 
calling for the government to 
regain Greater Hanish by all 
legitimate means was “mis- 
chievous and childish" and 
warned Eritrea would re- 
spond in kind. 

The parliament urged the 
government to “regain the 
occupied Greater Hanish by 
all legitimate ways and means 


... (and) remove the traces of 
... the treacherous Eritrean 
aggression." 

“It's a wrong attitude and 
if they insist on implementing 
that resolution then we can 
only respond in land," Mr. 
Yemane warned adding, “we 
do not however want con- 
troversy or escalation.” 

A sovereignty dispute over 
the Greater Hanish 
archipelago triggered air and 
sea clashes last month in 
which at least 12 people were 
killed and 213 Yemenis were 
taken prisoner by the Erit- 
reans. Asmara freed them 
last week. 

Yemen and Eritrea both 
claim sovereignty over the 
Greater and Lesser Hanish 
islands that are near vital 


shipping lanes. 

Diplomats say oil and tour- 
ism are at the heart of the 
dispute over the small, arid 
islands. 

Yemen, a small and inde- 
pendent oil producer, insists 
■ talks on defining sea borders 
between two countries, fac- 
ing each other across the Red 
Sea, can start only after the 
withdrawal of Eritrean forces 
from Greater Hanish. 

But Mr. Yemane said a 
unilateral withdrawal by Erit- 
rea was out of the question 
and instead repeated Asmar- 
a’s position that the whole 
archipelago be demilitarised. 

“This means Yemen pull- 
ing its troops out of other 
islands in the area. We are 
ready to do that but it must 


be simultaneous," be said. 

Meanwhile, officials in 
Sanaa said Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa will 
travel to Sanaa on Saturday, 
stepping up Cairo's efforts to 
mediate in the dispute be- 
tween Yemen and Eritrea. 

Mr. Musa will be carrying a 
message from President Hos- 
ni Mubarak to his Yemeni 
counterpart Ali Abdallah 
Saleh on Egypt’s mediation 
in the dispute over the Han- 
ish archipelago, an official 
said. 

“Egypt wants the countries 
bordering the Red Sea to 
maintain navigation and the 
security of this waterway,” 
the official, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, told 
AFP. 


Israel, S. Korea discuss military cooperation 


SEOUL. South Korea (R) — 
Israel and South Korea on 
Thursday began “intensive” 
talks which were believed to 
focus on alleged North Ko- 
rean Scud missile sales in the 
Mideast. 

South Korea's plans to buy 
sophisticated Israeli weapons 
and military know-how also 
were believed to be high on 
the agenda. 

Neither side would give 
details of the discussions and 
would not even say how 
many people were in the 
Israeli delegation, which was 
believed to be the largest to 
visit South Korea in recent 
years. 

A brief news release from 
the Israeli embassy said only 
that a group led by Major 
General Eitan Ben-Eliahu ar- 
rived Wednesday for “inten- 
sive" talks. 

It met Thursday with 
Assistant Defence Minister 
Park Yong-Ok and was to 
visit the South Korean army 
headquarters south of Seoul 
on Friday.. 

One of Israel's major-con- 
cerns is alleged North Korean 
sales of long-range Scud mis- 
siles to Iran and Syria. 
Israel's traditional enemies. 


Israel is reportedly seeking 
U.S. and South Korean help 
to halt the sales. 

During his visit to Seoul in 
1994, then-Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin repe- 
atedly denounced North 
Korea for peddling Scud mis- 
siles in the Mideast. 

The North's Scuds are also 
a matter of grave concern for 
South Korea, since the entire 
country is within their range. 
Seoul is only 56 kilometres 
from the world's most heavily 
armed border. 

The CIA disclosed in 1994 
that North Korea had suc- 
cessfully tested a Scud-based 
surface-to-surface missile, 
called Nodogn 1, with an 
estimated range fo 1,000 
kilometres. 

South Korea recently 
announced a long-term prog- 
ramme to build up its military 
to cope with what it sees as 
increasing military threats 
from its communist rival. 

Despite its economic 
plight, hard-line North Korea 
reportedly spends a quarter 
of its gross national product 
on its r.2-millionr5t{ong 
military, already tire world's- * 
fifth- largest. 

South Korean officials fear 


that North Korea, reportedly 
faring famine after massive 
floods last summer, may re- 
sort to military adventurism 
to divert attention from 
domestic problems. 

South Korea last week dis- 
closed plans to buy S30 bil- 
lion worth of sophisticated 
weapons, including two 
AWACS early-warning 
planes and advanced missile 
systems, over five years start- 
ing in 1997. 

South Korean officials in- 
dicated the United States, 
their traditional arms provid- 
er, would not be the source of 
all the weaponry. Seoul re- 
cently has spread its purch- 
ases to other countries, in- 
cluding Russian high-tech 
weapons as part of a loan 
repayment deal. 

Last week. South Korea 
officials said they were close 
to final approval of a S32.5 
million purchase of Israeli- 
made unmanned attack 
planes. 

The, plan .call? .for Soutji 
Korea to buy "an unspecified 
number df The 'remotely pi- ' 
toted Vehicles, or RJPVs, ovrir 
three years from 1997. 

Recent strides toward 


War-wrecked museum 
opens for symbolic glimpse 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Leba- 
non's war-wrecked 
museum has opened its 
doors for the first time in 20 
years to give a select public 
a glimpse of the fruits of 
months of restoration 
work. 

Officials, diplomats and 
other guests were shown 
the museum's new facade 
and 94 monumental pieces 
— including the 13th cen- 
tury B.C. sarcophagous of 
the Phoenician King Ahir- 
am, ancient statues and 
mosaics — which had been 
cast in armoured cement 
for protection. 

Visitors also viewed graf- 
fiti scrawled on the interior 
walls by the fighters who 
occupied the museum dur- 
ing the 1975-1990 civil war. 
Culture Minister Michel 
Edde hosted the symbolic 
ceremony on Thursday. 
The museum opens formal- 
ly at the end of 1996. 

The work to rebuild the 


stone facade — which 
served as target practice 
and a shooting range for 
(he warring parties during 
the war — took seven 
months and cost S800,000. 
It involved patching up 
gaps and holes. 

Workers also toiled for 
one month to remove the 
-monumental pieces from 
their casts. 

The Antiquities Depart- 
ment plans on launching an 
international competition 
to rehabilitate displays and 
set up security systems af- 
ter restoring the interior of 
the building, its chairman 
Camille Asmar said. 

A plethora of archaeolo- 
gical objects spaning sever- 
al civilisations which have 
been found in the war- 
devastated city centre of 
Beirut will also be display-- 
ed in the museum. 

At the start of the civil 
war. Mr. Asmar's prede- 


cessor, Maurice Chehab, 
transferred small pieces 
from the museum for 
safekeeping to the vaults of 
the Lebanese central bank, 
and removed others to 
warehouses. 

Large pieces were kept in 
their place but cast in 
armoured cement to ensure 
that they would not be re- 
moved by foreign and 
Lebanese combatants who 
fought in the war. 

However, many anti- 
quities were stolen from 
Lebanon during the war 
despite the efforts of offi- 
cials. 

The governemnt has 
launched a campaign since 
the end of the war to re- 
trieve the stolen pieces and 
late last year the indepen- 
dent An Nahar newspaper 
invited the public to help 
by subscribing to a special 
fund to retrieve stolen 
pieces from the interna- 
tional market. 


Israel denies giving China 
jet fighters technology 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel on Friday denied giving China 
technology for an advanced jet fighter developed in 
cooperation with the United States after Washington 
demanded an explanation following reports of a deal. 

“Israel obeys and will continue to obey laws and 
requirements which stipulate U.S. authorisation for ex- 
ports involving American technology or parts," the Israeli 
defence ministry said in a statement. 

The statement was in response to U.S. press reports that 
Israel had transferred to China technology for the Lavi 
fighter-bomber, a sophisticated jet fighter that Israel and 
the United States developed jointly in the 1980s. 

U.S. State Department spokesman Nicholas Bums said 
Wednesday that Washington was taking the reports 
seriously and seeking clarification from Israel. 

Foreign governments are normally required to obtain 
prior authorisation from the United States for transfers of 
U.S.-developed technology. 

The Lavi, also known as Super Kfir or A rye, was 
approved in 1980 and designed to provide dose air support 
and air-to-air defence to the Israeli Air Force using 
technology developed largely in the United States — 
inducting advanced computerised avionics. 

The Israeli government later aborted the project amid 
political and finandal difficulties, according to Jane's 
defence publication. 

; Cbina^a^o denied rite /reports on, Thursday. 

peace., in the Mideast tod ence on Arab oil had caused 
South Korea improve ties Seoul to shun the Jewish state 
with Israel. Heavy depend- for many years. 

Poll: Women may 
be swing vote in 
Israeli elections 

JERUSALEM (AP) — Women may be the swing vote in 
Israeli elections for prime minister, favouring Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres over oppositison contender Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu by 15" per cent, a public opinion poll 
indicated Friday. 

Two separate polls published Friday indicated Mr. Peres 
would win the election for prime minister if they were held 
today. 

■ n 1 

In a gallup poll published in the daily Maariv Friday, 46.2 
per cent of the women surveyed favoured Mr. Peres, while 
31. & per cent of the women preferred Mr. Netanyahu, 
head of the oppositison Likud Party. Men, however, 
prefened Mr. Netanyahu 38.5 per cent, to 37.3 per cent in 
favour of Mr. Peres. 

According to 1994 population statistics tallied by the 
Centra] Bureau of Statistics, women in Israel outnumber 
men by close to 100,000. Population projections for 1998 
indicated a similar gap. 

The Gallop survey indicated that if elections were held 
today, Mr. Peres would receive 42.45 per cent of the 
national vote, while Mr. Netanyahu would come in second 
with 34.8 per cent of the vote. 

A Dahaf Institute poll, published Friday in the daily 
Yediot Aharonot, iondicated that 50 per cent of the public 
would choose Mr. Peres as prime minister if elections were 
held now, while 29 per cent would vote for Mr. Netanyahu. 

Both polls questioned 515 people and had a margin of 
error of four per cent. 
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ARAFAT AND RIVAL'S SON: Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat stands with Abel-Ghain Yassin, son of his main rival Israeli-jailed 
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, when he attended the wedding of the Hamas leader’s son 
January 4. Arafat presented the 20-year-old with a gold necklace and earrings to give 
to his bride (Reuters photo) 

Arrests raise questions 
for Palestinians in 
self-rule areas 


OCCUPIED JERU- 
SALEM (AFP) — Human 
rights activists and candi- 
dates for a new Palestinian 
council voiced fears Thurs- 
day about the future, of 
democracy under self-rule 
after a series of arrests 
targeting critics of Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

"These people made the 
Palestinian authority angry 
so they were arrested,” 
said Raji Sourani, head of 
the Palestinian Centre for 
Human Rights in Gaza 
City. 

"This is now almost a 
systematic thing," he said. 
“Unfortunately we do not 
yet have a state, but there 
is a serious attempt to sup- 
press freedom of express- 
ion." 

His comments came 
hours after Bassem Eid, a 
leading Palestinian human 
rights worker from East 
Jerusalem, was freed after 
being held for a day by 
Palestinian security forces 
in the West Bank city of 
Ramallah. 

Security sources quoted 
in the Palestinian An 
Nahar newspaper Thursday 
said Mr. Eid was arrested 
for actions that "provoked 
conflict between various 
segments of the Palestinian 
people." 

B'tselem. the Israeli 
rights group for which Mr. 
Eid works, linked his arrest 
to Mr. Eid’s criticism of 
Mr. Arafat's authority, in- 
cluding a report in August 
that first drew attention to 
abuses by Palestinian 
security forces. 

Mr. Eid was detained 
shortly after newspaper 


editor Maher Alanu was 
held for six days as punish- 
ment for ignoring instruc- 
tions to run a laudatory 
Christmas day story about 
Mr. Arafat on his newspap- 
er’s front page. 

Last month, lyad Sarraj, 
the head of the Palestinian 
independent Commission 
on Citizens Rights, was 
also detained by security 
forces in Gaza City. 

“We are living in a con- 
tradiction,” said Mr. 
Sourani, who supports a 
left-wing opposition faction 
and was himself arrested 
last February for opposing 
the introduction of state 
security courts dispensing 
summary justice in the 
Gaza Strip. 

“We are talking about 
elections as part of the 
democratic process but at 
the same time, the environ- 
ment is unhealthy." At 
least during elections free- 
dom of expression should 
be clear and publicly prac- 
tised," he said. 

Marwan Kanafani, a for- 
mer spokesman for Mr. 
Arafat who resigned to run 
in the elections, insisted 
there was no policy to 
arrest critics of Mr. Ara- 
fat's executive. 

But he added that the 
authority had a duty to 
protect Palestinian unity as 
Palestinians seek to estab- 
lish their state. 

The authority “should be 
extremely careful about 
arresting people, but it has 
a duty now to preempt any 
individual or collective 
attempt to destabilise the 
society at this critical 
time." 


“t know the head of the 
authority is a democratic 
man,” Mr. Kanafani said. 
“Sometimes he is under 
stress and under the influ- 
ence of shaping the author- 
ity but once we have a 
mechanism to .check and : 
balance, then things will be 
better.” 

B'tselem called Mr. 0<fs 
detention “a blatant exam- 
ple of a pattern that is 
increasing, - in which the 
Palestinian authority 
chooses to silence its critics 
rather than addressing 
them.** 

The arrests have overlap- 
ped with another cam- 
paign, that for elections to 
the 88-member council of 
representatives from the 
West Bank, Gaza Strip and 
East Jerusalem which in 
principle will have the task 
of acting as a check on 
executive power in the 
Palestinian! authority. 

A small number of candi- 
dates took up the issue as 
proof of the need to elect 
independent-minded repre- 
sentatives. 

“Anyone ready to de- 
fend human rights is facing 
difficult times,” said Abdul 
Jawad Salah, an indepen- 
dent candidate /rom 
Ramallah. 

“I was a member of the 
executive committee of the 
PLO and I know these peo- 
ple well. They are not 
democratic by nature," he 
said. Mr. Salah said he 
hoped the elections would 
create a council that could 
prevent arrests in the fu- 
ture. “We are eoing to try 
to change all of this,” be 
added. 
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cold front. It will be rain windy 
and stormy. Winds will be moder- 
ate to active. In Aqaba, it will be 
partly cloudy and seas choppy. 
Winds will be southwesterly mod* 
crate. 
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Aqaba 39 per cent. 
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King 
chairs 
meeting 
of panel 
on ties 
with EU 


AMMAN (Petra)— His 
, Majesty King Hussein 
■ Thursday chaired a meet- 
ing at the Prime Ministry of 
* the Higher National Com- 
mi tree in charge of holding 
r talks on regional coopera- 
tion with the European 
Union (EU). 

King Hussein stressed 
the importance of building 
strong economic, political, 
cultural and social relations 
with the world, saying that 
such regional and econom- 
ic cooperation has an 
important role in strength- 
ening the foundations of 
stability in the region and 
the world at large. 

The meeting was attend- 
ed by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Hamzeh Bin A1 Hussein 
and Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Bin Shaker 
Prince Hassan briefed the 
meeting on his views of the 
bases of a Jordanian -Euro- 
pean partnership and 
reviewed the political, eco- 
nomic, security and social 
aspects cm which this part- 
nership will be based. 
Prince Hassan praised the 
government’s performance 
during the previous rounds 
of talks with the EU. 
which started in July 1995. 
He lauded the govern- 
ment's efforts to ensure an 
active role for the private 
sector in the negotiations 
with the EU. 

Sharif : 2eid "reviewed - 
progress of negotiations 
between the Jordanian gov- 
ernment and the EU. The 
Prime Minister expressed 
the government’s interest 
in reaching a Jordaniao-EU 
agreement serving Jordan’s 
national interests, particu- 
larly in the economic field 
and ensuring balanced rela- 
tions capable of creating 
die right climate for Jor- 
danian industries to com- 
pete in the European mar- 
kets. Sharif Zeid also 
reviewed the government’s 
efforts to follow up on 
studies for regional eco- 
nomic projects, including 
water and Jordan Rift Val- 
ley projects. 

The committee compris- 
es Royal Court Chief Mar- 
wan AI Qasem, Ministers 
of Finance, Foreign 
Affairs, Industry and 
Trade, Transport, Water 
and Irrigation and Plan- 
ning, as well as the eco- 
nomic secretary at the 
Prime Ministry Basera 
Awadallah. 



PRAYING FOR RAIN: His Majesty King Hussein Thursday joins other wor- 
shippers in a prayer for rain in Marj AI Hamam district near Amman 
(Reuters photo) 

Scattered showers expected 

AMMAN (J. T. ) — The Department of Meteorology said Friday that Jordan will today 
remain under the influence of a low depression centred west of Cyprus and scattered rain 
will fall in most regions of the Kingdom. 

A department spokesman told the Jordan Times that the depression, which was accom- 
panied by a cold front that brought rain in the past two days, was moving steadily towards 
the east, noting that the front will cause temperatures to drop to five degrees centigrade at 
night and rise to a maximum of 11 degrees during the day on Saturday. 

The rains in the past two days followed a long stretch of dry and cold weather that last- 
ed through most of December. 

The Department of Meteorology said that this season's rainfall so far was 20 per cent 
below the annual average. 


Jordanian employees at U.S. embassy 
to work without pay due to shutdown 


by Amy Henderson 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
workers at the U.S. 
embassy in Amman will 
continue to work, albeit 
without pay for the time 
being, as this United States 
government enters its third 
week of partial shutdown 
today. 

According to a U.S. 
embassy official in 
Amman, Jor dani an 

embassy staff will continue 
to work because it is illegal 
to furlough Jordanian 
workers according to Jor- 
dan’s labour law. How- 
ever, the government shut- 
down in the U.S. will not 
permit these workers to be 
paid until the American 
Congress agrees on a bud- 
get and passes an appropri- 
ations bilL 

“Jordanians will be paid a 
half pay check (for the sec- 
ond pay period in Decem- 
ber),” the official said, “but 
after Dec. 15, there is no 
money (to pay then- 
salaries) because there is no 
budget” 

The U.S. government has 
a two-week pay period 
scheme, be explained, and 
because the shutdown com- 
menced one week into the 
pay period, workers will 
only be paid for half the 
two-week period, which 
expired Dec. 23. 

The official could not 
give precise statistics about 
the number of Jordanian 


employees at the embassy, 
but estimated that there 
may be approximately 300 
Jordanian employees who 
would be affected by the 
U.S. congressional battle 
for the budget and the ensu- 
ing shutdown. 

The embassy official 
added that Jordanians 
should be assured that they 
will eventually be paid for 
their service during the 
shutdown as it is customary 
that Congress votes for a 
retroactive resolution 
which pays for people who 
worked during a period of 
shutdown. “We tend to 
believe that this will be the 
case in this instance,” the 
official said. “There may be 
□o paycheque during the 
oexr pay-day, but at the end 
of the month (for example) 
employees might be paid 
for two and a half pay peri- 
ods. Eventually, the money 
comes through.” 

“The problem,” he said, “ 
is for those people who are 
living paycheque to pay- 
cheque 

Deputy director of the 
office of management and 
budget John Kokin en called 
the shutdown a “serious 
problem” earlier this week, 
saying that the “problem 
we’re concerned with 
abroad is the fact that we do 
not have the funds, not only 
to pay American nationals, 
we do not have funds to pay 
foreign service nationals 
who work for our 
embassies... who provide 


security either for 
embassies or personnel.” 

The government shut- 
down, the longest in U.S. 
history, has also had ramifi- 
cations for foreign students 
studying at American uni- 
versities and travellers, 
American and foreign alike. 
Under terms of the shut- 
down, which has fur- 
loughed nearly three-quar- 
ter milli on U.S. govern- 
ment employees, govern- 
ment agencies are instruct- 
ed to perform only emer- 
gency functions, which dic- 
tates, essentially, that the 
State Department and its 
consulates world-wide are 
forbidden to issue passports 
or visas except in emer- 
gency cases. 

An American official 
addressing the press three 
days ago in Washington 
D.C. said that issuing visas 
“is not a function which can 
operate without appropria- 
tions. . .so Congress has 
told the agencies and par- 
ticularly the state depart- 
ment, ‘do not issue pass- 
ports or visas except in 
emergency cases. And 
that’s what’s happening 
right now.’” 

The embassy official said 
that according to statistics 
from the International 
Exchange of Scholars, 
some 5,000 Jordanian stu- 
dents study in the U.S.. 90 
per cent of whom have 
multiple entry visas. Of the 
remaining ten per cent, he 
said, he did not know how 


many would be affected by 
the shutdown as foreign 
students, on Christmas hol- 
iday, prepare to return to 
classes. 

“People od furlough can- 
not by law, work," he said. 
'Tor the consular to issue a 
visa would be in violation 
of the law. It’s extremely 
unfortunate but that's 
where we stand.” 

An embassy employee in 
Amman told the Jordan 
Times that the embassy is 
trying to help employees 
compensate for the inter- 
ruption in salaries by allow- 
ing them to take a loan from 
what is called the “provi- 
dence fond.” 

“They are trying to help, 
but we know that this is 
beyond their control.'' the 
employee said. >( It is a 
problem for some employ- 
ees but the bigger fear is 
what will happen after a 
congressional budget 
agreement; people are wor- 
ried about their jobs.” 

The U.S. constitution 
requires that Congress pass 
an appropriation before the 
government incurs any 
(financial) obligations. 
Only 15 years ago did the 
U.S. witness its first shut- 
down in the context of a 
budget debate, and since 
then, there have been sever- 
al, usually foiling on week- 
ends or holidays, and rarely 
lasting for more than one or 
two days. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 31 -year-old 
woman from the district of 
Abu Alanda near Amman 
stabbed to death by her 
brother Thursday for 
allegedly having an affair 
with a man, according to 
official sources. . 

Amal A.B., received sev- 
eral stabs in the back and 
head by her brother, identi- 
fied only as Abamd A. S.. 
22, who surrendered to 
police shortly after the mur- 
der, an official source told 
the Jordan Times. 


Man stabs his 
sister to death 


Amal’s body was taken to 
AI Bashir Hospital where 
she was declared dead on 

arrival. • 

The source, who pre- 
ferred not to be identified, 
said that Ahmad told police 
that he killed his married 
sister “because he received 
information that she had an 
affair with someone." 


“Ahmad became angry 
upon lemming of the news 
and stabbed his. Sister. with? 
out investigating the story,” 
the official source said, 
adding that Amal’s husband 
was at work at the time of 
the incident. 

According to the source, 
preliminary investigation 
indicated that there was no 


affair between the victim 
and another man 

The investigation proved 
that the woman was inno- 
cent There is nothing to 
prove Ahmad’s accusations 
that his sister’s behaviour 
was “immoral,'’ the official 
source said. 

The source said authori- 
ties were Friday question-- 
ing the husband of the vic- 
tim. He would not elabo- 
rate. 

Police sources, contacted 
by the Jordan Times Friday, 
confirmed the incident but 
declined any further com- 
ment 


Witness dismissed at request of defence lawyer 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Attorneys for 
Muslim activist Atta Abu 
Rishteh, who is accused of 
slandering His Majesty 
King Hussein in a newspa- 
per interview last October, 
Thursday requested that the 
state prosecutor be called to 
testify in his trial. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh, 
spokesman of the • illegal 
Hezb AI Tahrir (Liberation 
party), was apprehended by 
authorities on Oct 15, nine 
days after he was inter- 
viewed by AI Hiwar weekly. 
He is also charged with 
belonging to an illegal 
organisation. 


Abdul Fatah Lafi. one of 
the two defence attorneys in 
the Abu Rishteh case, 
requested that State Prose- 
cutor Major Mahmoud 
Obeidat, who questioned 
Mr. Abu Rishteh when he 
was arrested in October, tes- 
tify before the court. The 
defence contest that the 
charges against Mr. Abu 
Rishteh were read out with- 
out an attorney present 
because his client was 
denied access to a telephone 
to contact a lawyer when he 
was detained. 

Presiding Judge Hafez 
Amin rejected the defence's 
request, stating that Maj. 
Obeidat had fulfilled his 
responsibility by informing 


Mr. Abu Rishteh of his right 
to an attorney. 

The court heeded a 
defence request to dismiss 
witness Abla Zuhair of the 
Legal Department at the 
Ministry of Information. 
The defence made the 
request on the grounds that 
her duties at the department 
do not qualify her to pass a 
technical judgement on the 
charges of which his client 
is accused. 

Mr. Lafi had earlier asked 
the court to call Munjid 
Namarat, AI Hiwar reporter 
who interviewed Mr. Abu 
Rishteh, to the stand but 
Mr. Namarat has thus far 
failed to appear in court. 

Judge Amin subpoenaed 


Mr. Namarat to appear at the 
next court session on Jan. 8. 

‘Islamic Revivalists’ case 
postponed 

Also Thursday, the State 
Security Court postponed 
until Jan. 7 the trial of six 
defendants known as the 
‘Islamic Revivalists" 
accused of sabotage, 
because one of four lawyers 
defending the group, was ill. 

The group, which pleaded 
not goilty, is charged with 
planning to carry out attacks 
against foreigners in Jordan, 
illegal possession and man- 
ufacturing of explosive 
materials and belonging to 
an illegal organisation. 


Meeting to prepare for 
Afro- Arab 
dialogue conference 


AMMAN' (J.T.) — An 
Arab: African \ committee 
will ^peet Here Sunday, tq .. 
prepare for the general 
Afro- Arab Dialogue Con- 
ference which will start 
Monday in Amman with 
the participation of law- 
makers from a number of 
Arab and African countries. 

Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Sa’d 
Hayel Srour said the con- 
ference, which is held 
every two years, is bound 
to bolster Arab- African 
parliamentary ties . 

The two-day conference 
“will be an opportunity to 
promote bilateral coopera- 
tion and dialogue for the 
benefit of the Arab and 
African states," added Mr. 
Srour. 

According to Mr, Srour, 
who will chair the confer- 
ence, the participants will 
discuss ways for stemming 
the spread of nuclear and 
other mass destruction 
weapons, the role of Arab 
and African parliaments in 
promoting regional devel- 
opment and defusing dis- 
putes between African and 



Sa’d Hayel Srour 

Arab nations. 

Mr, Srour said that invita- 
tions for the conference 
were sent out to all African 
and Arab parliaments, 
expressing hope that all 
invitees will attend. 

He also noted that follow- 
ing the conference, the 
Arab Parliamentary Union 
(APU) will hold an emer- 
gency meeting upon Jor- 
dan’s request to discuss a 
recent decision by the US 
congress to move the 
American embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 


Seguin 

arrives 

Sunday 


'' By .Ta^ Ayyoub," e 

Special 10 the- Jordan Times 
■ » L 

AMMAN —The speaker of 
the French National Assem- 
bly, Philippe Seguin, will 
arrive here Saturday for a 
two-day visit to the King- 
dom where be will hold talks 
with parliamentarians on 
bilateral relations and devel- 
opments in the peace 
process, a French Embassy 
spokesman has said. 

“Mr. Seguin’s visit is 
aimed at showing France's 
support for the peace process 
in the region and democrati- 
sation steps in the King- 
dom,” the spokesman said. 

Speaker of the Lower 
House Sa'ad Hayel Srour 
said Mr. Seguin, who will 
visit Syria, Lebanon, Israel 
and the Palestinian self-rule 
areas, will address Parlia- 
ment on Saturday on Arab 
European dialogue. 

Mr. Seguin is expected to 
meet with His Majesty King 
Hussein, Prime Minister 
Sberif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
members of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee at the 
House. 


Budget clears House after compromise 


in the government are proud that 
we were never reluctant to take 


(Continued from page I) 

In his reply, the prime minister 
said the government took several 
-'■peps to provide basic commod- 
ities to the consumer and to 
- maintain prices at the same level 
-’«n when they were changed 
-internationally. 

The price of “wheal increased 
by 80 per cent, sugar 12 percent, 
foe 51 per cent and milk 42.7 per 

• cent," be said. 

. “With due respect to the role 

• of deputies and the presures that 
they face... we should avoid 
generalisations. There are sever- 
al channels to resort to in order 

solve problems. This is not the 
7*' right way to work together in 
attempts to rectify wrong deci- 
sions or to restore a right to the 
T People.” 

In a tacit reference to a remark 
““fo by deputy Faisal, in which 

■ she criticised the organisation of 
a seminar on corruption last 
“Kmth, and claimed that it was 

: organised to convince the West 
of the need to continue providing 
; a d to Jordan, the prime minister 

• the government had serious 

intentions to fight corruption. 

‘‘Fighting corruption cannot 
oe woe by talk only," he said. 

■ S through finding the proper 
“ows and taking legal action 
jWnu any one found 

“W corruption is eliminated, he 
■ ’ the most disheartert- 
thing is to slander the govem- 
when it holds specialised 

• ^nara to fight corruption. Wc 


deterrent measures against cor- 
ruption. but we don’t go around 
and accuse people (of cornip- 
tion) without having proof.” 

The prime minister said the 
government was exeriing con- 
siderable efforts to lessen pover- 
ty and solve unemployment esti- 
mated ai 15 per cent. But he said 
that solving the problem necessi- 
tated a national effort. 

“Economic indicators show 
there is steady growth in the 
national economy which will be 
reflected in the creation of more 
jobs," he said. “But. solving 

unemployment necessitates 
national effort. ‘ 

He said that the government 
was aiming at ensuring equality 
in privileges berween the private 
and public sectors to encourage 
Jordanians to work for the pri- 
vate sector. Around 37 per cent 
of the labour force in Jordan 
works in government. 

The government also replied 
to another criticism made by the 
leader of the National Action 
Front bloc Abdul Hadi Nlajali. 
who cast doubts over govern- 
ment figures and plans for in- 
creasing the foreign currency re- 
serves in the Kingdom. 

“How will foreign currency 
reserves be increased to $920 
million by the end of this year 
while at present ihe net reserve 
does not exceed 5450 million?" 
Mr. Majali asked. 

Mr. Jardaneh said that that 
was possible. “The deficit in 


the current account of the ba- 
lance of payments is decreasing 
'and it is not going to exceed 3.5 
per cent of the GNP,” he pointed 
out. “Also contributing to the 
reduction in deficit is a notice- 
able improvement in national 
products and the rise in collected 
revenues in the tourist sector 
which will reach S791 million this 
year.” 

“In addition, the government 
will get foreign loans with suit- 
able terms to support the foreign 
currency reserves.” he added. 

The government strongly 
brushed aside criticism by Islam- 
ist deputies. In most of their 
speeches. Islamic Action Front 
deputies accused the government 
of adopting policies that served 
Zionist ambitions in the region. 
They charged that Jordan was 
following directives from the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

IAF deputy Hammam Sa'eed 
said: 'The need for social and 
psychological security has not 
been fulfilled. The citizen is sub- 
ject to repression and opression. 
While treaties had been signed 
with the Jewish enemy, arrests 
and suppression of the opposi- 
tion are increasing. These 
treaties with the Jewish enemy 
are putting our economy in the 
hands of the unknown and lead- 
ing our industrial and commer- 
cial sectors into God knows 
where.” 

"This draft budget 'relies on 
the reform policies of ihe IMF 
and the World Bank." he con- 


tinued. “These policies are ap- 
plied by the government ... the 
banks condition financing Jorda- 
nian projects on Israel being 
partner.” 

In his reply, Sharif Zeid said: 
“Our programme is a national 
one that meets our aspirations. 
We cooperate with international 
bodies and friendly countries to 
achieve our goals. ( But) our poli- 
cies are not dictated by any one.” 

Mr. Jardaneh also explained 
that the government's policies 
were aimed at maintaining a ba- 
lance between local revenues and 
government's spending. He said 
that the draft budget meets Jor- 
dan's needs and realises self- 
reliance and is expected to boost 
national savings. 

Outlining the government’s 
objectives, the finance minister 
said the government aimed at 
transferring public corporations 
into shareholding companies. He 
said some government activities 
will also be transferred to the 
private sector in full- 

The government also gave 
assurances that the scope of 
assistance to the poor and needy 
will not decrease. While deputies 
concentrated in their speeches on 
the need for health coverage of 
all Jordanians, the prime minis- 
ter pointed out that there were 
around S3 per cent of Jordanians 
who were covered by health in- 
surance schemes and that the 
government was taking the 
appropriate measures to expand 
the circle of beneficiaries. 

The government “has opened 


four new hospitals and is working 
on the establishment of several 
others,” Sharif Zeid said. 

As for the deputies' demands 
to expand telephone services to 
cover all regions in the Kingdom, 
Sharif ZeicTsaid that the govern- 
ment was going ahead with “the 
largest telecomm nni cations pro- 
ject in the history of the King- 
dom at a cost that reaches JD 140 
million in order to provide more 
than 400,000 telephone lines. It 
will cover all go vc morales and 
all population areas whose in- 
habitants number more than 
200 .” 

While the government said 
that most of the deputies' de- 
mands would be taken into con- 
sideration, lawmakers cast 
doubts at their implementation. 

“I am surprised that the gov- 
ernment did not implement the 
recommendations of the finance 
committee in the 1995 budget 
which have been endorsed by the 
House. If the government is not 
serious hi dealing with the com- 
mittee why do we exert all of this 
effort and waste our .time,’' said 
deputy Theib Abdullah. 

After heated debate on the 
recommendations of the finance 
committee, the House voted in 
favour of the 41 recommenda- 
tions that covered all sectors. A 
recommendation by the commit- 
tee to lift subsidy on bread was 
dropped after the lawmakers 
strongly criticised the step and 
described it as a measure that 
would affect the poor and needy 
in the Kingdom. 



Prince Hassan, Princess Sarvath begin European tour 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath Thursday left Amman for the United Kingdom on the first leg of a three- 
country tour that will also take them to France and Belgium. Prince Hassan will hold talks 
with officials in the three countries on means of enhancing bilateral relation between Jor- 
dan and each of these three countries, in addition to Jordan's relations with the European 
Lfnion. Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath were seen off at the airport by His Majesty 
King Hussein, Royal Family members. Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament, Royal 
Court Chief and senior civil and military officials. 

Japanese delegation arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Specialised Japanese delegation arrives here today on a three-week 
visit to Jordan, during which it will hold talks with senior Jordanian officials on carrying 
out a preliminary study on the restoration and renovation of the King Hussein bridge on 
the River Jordan and constructing Sheikh Hussein bridge. 

196 government tenders offered in 1995 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Tenders Department last year offered 196 contracts worth JD 
151,535,340 to cany out construction projects, feasibility studies and supervisory services 
in various parts of the country, according to the Tenders Department sources. The contracts 
included, among other things, the construction of government buildings, improving or ren- 
ovating existing buildings and maintenance of roads. 

UNICEF new director assumes duties 

*.■■■< v - ’ 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Farid Rahman has assumed his duties as Regional Director of the 
Amman-based UNICEF Middle East and North Africa (MENARO) Regional Office, suc- 
ceeding Sarojini Vitiachi, who retired on Nov. 30. Prior to his appointment to this post Mr. 
Rahman served as UNICEF Representative in Beijing. Before that, he was UNICEF Rep^ 
resentative in Sudan and Deputy Regional Director of MENARO in Amman . 



4 World News 

Russian foreign minister resigns 
amid hardliners' pressure 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev resigned 
Friday after months of 
pressure from hardliners, 
bur the Kremlin said that 
there would be no major 
shift in foreign policy. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
signed a decree accepting 
Mr. Kozyrev’s resignation, 
but did not name a succes- 
sor. the Kremlin press 
office told AFP. 

Mr. Kozyrev's departure 
bad been expected for 
some time due to mounting 
pressure from Communist 
and hardline nationalist 
forces over his generally 
pro-western policies. 

However, presidential 
spokesman Sergei 

Medvedev said that “west- 
ern countries should not 
take the resignation of 


Andrei Kozyrev from for- 
eign minister as a threat 
and a sign of a change in 
Russia’s foreign policy.” 

“Steps will be taken 
aimed at strengthening 
partnership and mutual 
trust between Russia and 
other countries.” he was 
quoted as saying by 
Interfax news agency. 

The official reason given 
in the decree was to allow 
Kozyrev, who had served 
in the post since 1990, to 
take up the seat in the lower 
house of parliament, the 
state Duma, that he won in 
the Dec.17 elections, a 
spokesman said. 

Under the Russian consti- 
tution. ministers who win 
parliamentary seats must 
choose between the two 
posts. 

However, Mr. Kozryev, 


44. had come under 
increasing criticism both 
from hardliners and 
Kremlin officials who saw 
him as ineffective. 

In October Mr. Yeltsin 
publicly criticised the for- 
eign ministry’s perfor- 
mance. 

The Communist Party's 
big victory in the parlia- 
mentary elections sealed 
Mr. Kozyrev's fate, with 
party leader Gennady 
Zyuganov calling for the 
‘‘immediate resignation” of 
the minister. 

Possible successors to 
Mr. Kozyrev are believed 
to include: Vladimir Lukin, 
58, a former ambassador to 
the United States, who 
headed the Duma’s Foreign 
Affairs Commission, Yuri 
Vorontsov, 66, the current 
ambassador to Washington, 


counter-intelligence ser- 
vice chief Yevgeny 
Primakov. 65, and Anatoly 
Adamishin, 61, the ambas- 
sador to Britain. 

Observers said that Mr. 
Yeltsin was likely to name 
an uncontroversial succes- 
sor who would not create 
waves ahead of his as yet 
unannounced reelection bid 
in June. 

“With six months to go 
before the elections the 
president is not going to 
change policy, but will put 
someone from the adminis- 
tration into Mr. Kozyrev's 
place,” said Vladimir 
Averchev, a parliamentary 
deputy from the liberal 
Yabloko Party and a former 
secretary of the Duma’s 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 


66 


Britain’s Clarke wraps up 
affectionate” Argentina trip 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
British Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Kenneth Clarke 
ended a three-day nip to 
Argentina Thursday that 
may help boost British 
investment here in line with 
the post-Falklands war 
diplomatic thaw. 

Mr. Garke, who travelled 
with a delegation of busi- 
ness executives, signed oil 
and fishing pacts as well as 
agreements to prevent tax 
fraud and double taxation 
for businesses operating in 
the two countries. 

He also signed agree- 
ments on steps towards 
closer trade ties between the 
European Union and the 
Southern Common Market 
(Mercosur), which includes 
South American neighbours 
Argentina. Brazil,’ Uruguay 
and Paraguay, 

Relations between 
Argentina and Britain have 
been improving slowly 
since fighting a brief but 
bloody war 13 years ago 
over the Falkland Islands, 
known here as the 
Malvinas. 

Britain controls the near- 
by south Atlantic islands, 
which Argentina says were 
stolen 163 years ago. 

Asked about the tone of 
the talks. Foreign Minister 
Guido di Telia said: “When 
we make friends, we do it 
loudly. We became almost 
affectionate, that is why we 
want more investment.” 

Mr. di Telia described Mr. 
Clarke as a “minister from a 
friendly country.” 

The British official also 


met with President Carlos 
Menem and with Finance 
Minister Domingo Cavallo. 

Despite some lingering ill 
feelings over the war, 
Britain ranks fourth among 
Argentina’s European 
investors, after Spain, Italy 
and France. 

In 1995, British sales to 
Argentina rose by 7.5 per 
cent to $210 million while 
purchases shot up 48 per 
cent to $199 million. 

Mr. Clarke left Friday for 
Chile. His south American 
tour also included Brazil. 

British businesses are par- 
ticularly interested in snap- 
ping up the few remaining 
Argentine government 
monopolies that the Menem 
administration is privatising 
to cut the government bud- 
get deficit. 

Two big privatisations 
coming up are water sup- 
plies to rural Argentina and 
a massive hydroelectric 
plant at Yacyreta which it 
shares with neighbouring 
Paraguay. 

Mr. Garke, for bis part, 
was particularly pleased 
with the signing of an 
agreement allowing joint 
exploration and drilling for 
crude oil and natural gas off 
the Folklands. 

He also acknowledged 
Argentina’s concern over 
overfishing of waters off its 
coasL 

Argentina is planning to 
license drilling west of the 
Falklands that border tbe 
British-held zone. The area 
up for licensing is 55,000 
square kilometres. 


Analysts have described 
the drilling as being of mod- 
erate to high risk. 

Mr. Clarke's Thursday 
events here include a meet- 
ing with Julio Macchi, pres- 
ident of the stock market, 
and lunch with the British- 
Argentine Chamber of 
Commerce. 

On Dec. 15. the European 
Union, of which Britain is a 
member, and Mercosur 
signed a landmark coopera- 
tion agreement designed to 
pave the way for a huge 
trans-Atlantic free trade 
accord. 

The deal between the 15- 
nation European Union and 
Mercosur included no 
immediate trade liberalisa- 
tion measures or EU aid to 
Mercosur. But it marked the 
first sticfT economic" ana- 
political cooperation agree- 
ment between two regional 
customs unions. 

Mercosur took effect Jan. 
1, 1995, and with a com- 
bined population of 195 
million people, it is a 
sprawling economic power- 
house that hopes to grow 
stronger by taking in more 
members. 

In 1992 it was the world’s 
fourth largest economic 
power in terms of gross 
domestic product, and in 
1994 had a combined GDP 
of $71 5 billion. 

The European Union is 
Mercosur's main trade part- 
ner, buying up 27 per cent 
of southern cone exports in 
1994. according to the 
International Monetary 
Fund. 


Costa Rica dismisses 
threats from kidnappers 


SAN JOSE (AFP) — Costa 
Rica has dismissed threats 
of terrorist actions made by 
the kidnappers of two 
European women if their 
ransom demands, including 
Si million, are not met. 

Information Minister 
Manuel Emilio Morales 
said late Thursday the 
threats made by an armed 
group who abducied a 
German and a Swiss from a 
hotel Monday could not be 
laken seriously because 
they were issued in a letter 
lo the media. 

In a handwritten letter to 
reporters, the kidnappers 
Thursday threatened to 
“carry out terrorist attacks 
such as destroying electrical 
lines, bridges and lowenT if 
their demands were not met. 

They also held the gov- 
ernment responsible for 
“the safety of an American 
tU.S.) family living in 
Costa Rica." prompting the 
U.S. embassy here to alert 
its citizens here to lake “ail 
normal precautions." 

A heavily armed unit raid- 
ed a mountain resort hotel 
near the Nicaraguan border 
just before midnight 
Monday, forcing guests to 
lie on the floor for more 
than two hours before kid- 
napping German tourist 
Nicola Flcuchaus. 24. and 
Swiss national Regula 


Susana Sigfrid, 50. a tourist 
guide who lives in Costa 
Rica. 

In a letter apparently left 
by the kidnappers Monday, 
they demanded $1 million 
in 100-doIlar bills, one mil- 
lion colones (about S5.000) 
and the release from prison 
of a commando that kid- 
napped supreme court 
judges in 1993. 

The kidnappers identified 
themselves as the Viviana 
Gallardo Commando, 
named after an 18-year-old 
alleged terrorist who was 
assassinated in her jail cell 
in July 1981. 

Apparently frustrated at 
the lack of official response 
to their demands, the kid- 
nappers adopted a more 
conciliatory tone in 
Thursday's letter, claiming 
they were “not assailants as 
they are saying in the press 
... We really do not wish to 
kilt in cold blood.” 

Bui, they warned, “we are 
not prepared to be kept 
waiting.” adding, ‘This is a 
personal problem with the 
government.” 

Mr. Morales said the gov- 
ernment “cannot accept Ibis 
document (the letter) as 
authentic, above all in light 
of the fact that the kidnap- 
pers have made no formal 
or informal contact with the 
authorities in more than 60 


hours." 

The official said the gov- 
ernment was interested in 
the safely of the hostages 
and their prompt release, 
and urged the kidnappers to 
"show their willingness to 
negotiate.” 

The U.S. embassy said in 
its advisory that it was 
cooperating with Costa 
Rican authorities. 

An intensive air and 
ground search by Costa 
Rican authorities, aided by 
the Nicaraguan army, has so 
far turned up no trace of the 
kidnappers or the hostages. 

At first authorities sus- 
pected the kidnappers had 
fled into Nicaragua after 
their abandoned getaway 
vehicle was found near the 
border. But now they are 
pursuing the theory that the 
group is in Costa Rica, split 
in two with euch holding 
one of the hostages. 

The search has been com- 
plicated by the tropical jun- 
gles in the area and the 
scores of abandoned work- 
ers' homes that had been 
used in mountain reforesta- 
tion projects. 

Earlier Thursday, the daily 
La Nacion reported that 
police had arrested a man in 
connection with the abduc- 
tions, but the nature of the 
link was unclear. 


Speak 
out on 
EU, 
former 
president 
tells 
Chirac 


PARIS (AFP) — One of 
Jacques Chirac's conser- 
vative predecessors in 
the French presidency 
Thursday called on him 
to explain more clearly 
his policies on the 
European Union. 

-.-•Valery-- Giscard 

d'bstaing; who '"held' TEe" 
presidency from 1974 to 
1981 and is strongly in 
favour of closer EU inte- 
gration, said during a 
television interview that 
Mr. Chirac should hold 
"his first major press 
conference” to explain 
his policies to the French 
people. 

Mr. Giscard d’Estaing 
said that Mr. Chirac's 
recently announced aim 
of reducing France's 
public sector deficit, 
rather than fighting 
unemployment and 
boosting living stan- 
dards, was not a policy 
on its own. 

"We have to build 
Europe, but one has to be 
very careful how one 
goes about that,” he said 
“Cutting deficits, if one 
does nothing else, will 
not solve the other prob- 
lems we have, which are 
jobs and growth,” he 
added. 

“We therefore have to 
have a global strategy, in 
addition to cutting 
deficits," he said. 

“I therefore wish, and 1 
strongly insist, that the 
president should take the 
initiative... to explain to 
the French and to others 
the French project for a 
European Union.” he 
said. 

Mr. Chirac, who was 
elected in May on 
promises to simultane- 
ously reduce deficits, 
increase purchasing 
power and cut unem- 
ployment. has stayed 
mainly silent over the 
past two months, as 
France has lived through 
its worst wave of strikes 
in a generation. 

Most of the criticism 
has been borne by his 
prime minister, Alain 
Juppe, who sparked the 
wave of unrest by intro- 
dud ng unpopular mea- 
sures to reform health 
care and retirement 
schemes, and also to cut 
losses on the state rail- 
ways. 

The social unrest has 
underlined the difficulty 
of persuading French 
workers to accept the 
kind of austerity which is 
seen as necessary if the 
country is to fulfil crite- 
ria for membership of a 
common EU currency by 
the end of the century. 
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U.S Defence Secretary William Perry (left), Ukraine Defence Minister Valery 
Shmarov (centre) and their Russian counterpart Pavel Grachev shake hands after 
their meeting on the destruction of a strategical rockets silo (AFP photo) 

U.S., Russia, Ukraine 
ministers destroy missile 


KIEV (R) — The defence 
ministers of the United 
States, Ukraine and Russia 
undertake a post-cold war 
task Friday by flying to a 
military missile base to 
destroy a -silo which once 
boused Soviet missiles 
aimed at American targets. 

William Perry, Valery 
Shmarov and Pavel 
Grachev, who held unusual 
three-cornered talks in Kiev 
Thursday, will simultane- 
ously push buttons to blow 
up tbe silo in Pervomaisk, 
about 300 kra south of the 
capital. 

The silo once held a six- 
warhead SS-19 missile — 
from among the 1 ,900 war- 
heads which Ukraine is 
sending to Russia for 
destruction under a 1994 
accord in exchange for 
about $1 billion in fuel for 
Ukraine's nuclear power 
stations. 

Mr. Perry Thursday said 
the demolition of silo No. 
110? site iiq ; 673 amounted 
to ‘‘turning the place back 
into a wheat field”. He said 
he looked forward to return- 
ing later in the year to see 
the area ploughed under. 

The secretary has been an 
active proponent of finan- 
cial assistance to Ukraine, 
Belarus and Kazakhstan — 
in the face of opposition 
from conservatives in con- 
gress — to enable the for- 
mer Soviet republics to 
become nuclear-free. 


Mr. Perry describes the 
process as “defence by 
other means”. 

Mr. Shmarov told 
reporters Ukraine was ful- 
filling the 1994 accord. He 
said just over a third of 
more than 60 silos in 
Ukraine were due for 
destruction under the pact 
and studies were being 
undertaken to convert tbe 
others to peaceful use. 

The talks Thursday, later 
joined by Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kuchma, 
reflected improved relations 
between Ukraine and 

Russia, though the neigh- 
bours remain at odds on 
how to divide the fonner 
Soviet Black Sea fleet. 

Mr. Grachev adopted a 
combative position before 
the meeting, restating 
Russian objections to 

NATO’s eastward expan- 
sion. The Kremlin, he told 
officers at a military acade- 
my, would have to reexam- 
ine ,its , obligations jUjide*: 
international treaties and 
the “role and place’ of tacti- 
cal nuclear weapons”. 

But Mr. Kuchina told 
reporters the discussions 
had gone well. All three 
sides agreed to take part in 
joint military exercises in 
western Ukraine later this 
year, joined perhaps by 
troops from across the bor- 
der in Poland. 

T would like to inform 
you that relations between 


Ukraine and Russia have 
become much better during 
the recent period.” Mr. 
Kuchma said after the talks 
in his Mariinsky Palace. 

Mr. Grachev said Russia 
would soon propose extend- 
ing the 1992 agreement on 
joint control with Ukraine 
of the Black Sea fleet. 
Ownership of the fleet is the 
sole issue delaying signa- 
ture of a friendship treaty 
four years after tbe collapse 
of communism. 

Mr. Perry and Mr. 
Kuchma also discussed the 
NATO-led operation to 
implement a peace accord 
in Bosnia. The United 
States is to provide about a 
third of the 60,000-man 
force, Russia some 1,500 
men and Ukraine about 550 
peacekeepers. 

Cash shortages had put 
Ukraine’s participation in 
doubt last week as the year- 
end -deadline for advising 
NATO came, to a close. The . 
former Soviet^epufalic. sees^J 
the mission as prestigious 
and is seeking help from 
other countries. 

“Ukraine has expressed its 
wish to take part in these 
operations," Mr. Kuchma 
said. "I asked our hon- 
ourable guest (Mr. Perry) to 
support Ukraine in this 
endeavour.” 

Mr. Perry replied that he 
was looking forward to both 
Ukraine and Russia taking 
pan in the mission. 


Zaire, UNHCR resume talks on 
closing Rwandan refugee camps 


KINSHASA (AFP) — Zairean government 
officials and representatives of the U.N. 
refugee agency went into a second day of 
talks here Friday on starting to repatriate 
more than a million Rrwandan refugees in 
the next few weeks. 

A source close to the talks said Zairean 
officials Thursday spelt out their concern to 
see the closure of camps in the Lake Goma 
area on the border get under way within the 
next fortnight. 

The U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) is expected to contact 
the Rwandan government with details of 
the closure schedule, but officials here 
would not disclose practical aspects of the 
operation. 

Most of the refugees in camps around the 
east Zairean towns of Goma and Bukava 
are members of Rwanda's Hutu majority, 
fearful of returning to their small central 
African country after ethnic carnage in 
1994. 

The goal was “to proceed with precaution 
and without rushing things", a source close 
to the meeting stated. 

The talks follow discussions in Geneva on 
Dec. 20 among Zairean and Rwandan offi- 
cials and the UNHCR. 

Zaire that month withdrew a decision to 


expel the refugees by the end of the year, 
hut on Dec. 28 a UNHCR official in 
Geneva said that some camps housing more 
than 200,000 people will be closed in the 
coming two months. 

The decision to close the camps, which 
have caused friction between Rwandans 
and local people and seen violence and has 
drawn sharp criticism from the opposition 
rally for the Return of Refugees and 
Democracy in Rwanda (RDR). 

On Jan. 2, in a statement published in 
Nairobi, the Hutu RDR accused the 
UNHCR of drawing up a plan for the 
forcible repatriation of refugees, who fled 
as and after former rebels of the Tutsi 
minority won a genocidal civil war in July 
1994. J 

The RDR also denounced the arrest of 
Hutu leaders in Goma camps. Zairean 
authorities say that a number of people have 
been detained for trouble-making and 
intimidation of fellow refugees. 

According to the RDR. the solution to the 
problem can come only through a major 
reform of the Tutsi-dominated Rwandan 
administration established after the three 
months of bloodletting, in which about half 
a million Tutsis and moderate Hunts were 
massacred by Hutu extremists. 


S. African troops, police 
out in force for funeral 


DURBAN, South Africa 
(R) — Troops and police 
backed by armoured vehi- 
cles will be out in force 
Saturday to guard against 
possible trouble at the 
funerals of 19 people killed 
by Zulu warriors in South 
Africa on Christmas day. 

A police spokesman said 
Friday that 1,300 police and 
soldiers would be deployed 
in the Shobashobane area, 
near Port Shepstone. in 
Kwazulu-Natal. where 600 
rampaging warriors 


attacked ANC-supporting 
Zulu villagers. 

The African National 
Congress (ANC) said 
Friday the Zulu-based 
Inkatha Freedom Party 
(1FP) had threatened to dis- 
rupt the funeral. Inkatha 
denied the allegations. 

“The IFP has threatened 
to disrupt the funeral and to 
later dig up the bodies and 
chop them up,“ ANC south 
coast spokesman Ravi 
Pillay said. 

Kwazulu-Natal Inkatha 


official Themba Mthuli 
denied the party had threat- 
ened anyone or planned to 
disrupt the funeral. 

“The IFP is not threaten- 
ing anything. If there are 
those threats, they are com- 
ing from the communities 
there and not from the IFP," 
he said. 

Mr. Pillay said however 
Inkatha officials had “also 
threatened to attack ANC 
members and leaders in 
other areas if the funeral 
goes ahead". 



Candle blamed for 
Shenzhen factory 
fire 

HONG KONG (AFP) — A 
young male worker who fl 

fell asleep while reading by r 

candlelight was arrested 
for causing a factory fire fa £ • ••: 
the booming special eco- 
nomic zone of Shenzhen 
that left 20 people dead, it 
was reported Friday. The r - ’ • 
migrant worker 
Hunan province, identified * i . 
only as Liu, 17, is expected ^ 
to be charged by authorities •• - ’ 

after confessing that he 5 f ■ 
caused the fire that cr '. 
destroyed a storehouse and '' S v- " 
a workers’ dormitory ' 

belonging to Shengii -v 
Christmas Decorations \ 
(Shenzhen) Ltd. in Qinghu 

village on Jan. 1, the China- 

funded Ta Rung Pao daily I > -■ ‘ 
said. The report said Liu ;J ' - 
fell asleep while reading by \' 
candlelight. He was awok- ". 
en by the fire, but fled 
when he was unable to put 
it out. The number of fire ' 
victims rose to 20 after a ’ " r 
male body was found ' 
pinned under a dormitory 
wall. The dead comprised ’ 
seven men and 13 women, : . ., 
most of whom were factory 
workers asleep in the dor- ^ - 
mitory at the time of the ”” - 
blaze. Authorities were 
quoted as saying that most ' 
of the victims died during a . 
stampede which resulted "'"• 
when some workers men- 
tering the dormitory to save . 
their belongings collided in J ' r ‘ - • • 
tbe narrow halls with those . 
trying to escape.Ta Kung 
Pao. quoted authorities in " .V . 
Qinghu as saying that the - 
factory, owned by tai- J?..\ 
wanese interests, had beta S' 
warned at least six times to . 
improve its safety system, S;. . 
but the owners of the facto- . 

ry allegedly threatened to 1" 
move out of the village if V_ . . 
forced to comply. 


Four held for 
smuggling women 
to China 


; ail in di 
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HANOI 4AFP )- 4 — ~Foor 
men have been arrested in 
northern Vietnam for 
smuggling women into 
China to be sold as brides 
or prostitutes, a report has 
said. Four men led by an ? 
ethnic Chinese named as 
Che Pho Sang recruited 
women in the south of 
Vietnam and lured them 
north with offers of jobs as 
waitresses, the Lao Dong 
newspaper said. Four 
women were taken to the 
border crossing at Mong 
Cai in northern Quang 
Ninh province but three 
escaped. The fourth 
women was sold for 13 
million dong ($110); the 
report said. An estimated 
5,000 Vietnamese women 
have been sold to neigh- 
bouring countries in the 
past five years. Many have 
been sold into prostitution _. . 
in Taiwan, Macau and 
Cambodia, according to ' • 

women's groups here. ; 

Southern China’s growing - ; 

wealth has boosted the -e*-...,' ; . 
human trade from Vietnam. 
where incomes are still sig- in:;.'.' . 

’ 

' - ■ 

"•“•i *’ . 

V Wfr-". . . . 

TOKYO (AFP) ‘ 

Japanese astronomers will 
join their U.S. colleagues ^ ; v , . 
to compile a radical new . /-U 
three-dimensional map .. 

the universe to include 100 ? 

million galaxies, some as ^ 
far from Earth as 2.5 bil- 
lion light years, Kyodo , - - 

news service has said, - 
Japanese participants'^.^ 
indude astronomers front - 

the Tokyo, Kyoto and ■ 
Osaka national universt- 
ties, and the National 
Astronomical Observatory- ^. T _ ■ 
said Kyodo, quoting offi- . 

cials of the project. TheM^ 
new digital sky survey wiU 
measure the distances Of y- ■. 
the galaxies from Earth ^ -s./ ^ 

an effort to improvs^.JJis 
humans’ understanding • 

how the universe evolved, "■ . j 
the officials were quoted as V; . 
saying. The project will us® • ^ 
a set of telescopes in Vl/V / 
Sacramento Mountains, 

New Mexico, to survey at" ... 
quarter of the sky. choosing • i: ^ . 
some one million . 

out of the 100 million they : : . 
expect to find and " 

ing their distance 
Earth. 


SI 


nificantly lower. 

Japanese, U.S. 
astronomers to 
map universe 


from 


World News 
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Urban unrest 

"2* 

flares in 
Basque 


MADRID (AFP) — Urban 
unrest has flared markedly 
in Spain’s Basque country 
as young radicals try to 
force the government to 
negotiate with the illegal 
separatist movement ETA 
on its claims to indepen- 
dence. 

When security forces 
broke up an ETA armed 
group 10 days ago, young 
militants surfaced in several 
towns to raid ruling 
Socialist Party branch 
offices, banks and company 
premises. 

They used firebombs in 
Heraani and Pamplona, and 
in Vitoria doused a bus dri- 
ver with petroL An 
overnight bomb explosion 
badly damaged a motor 
sbowroom for the French 
carmakers Peugeot near 
Pamplona. 

Police had to disperse 
youths in Bilbao who were 
smashing store windows, 
and two people were 
injured there Sunday during 
a demonstration by more 
than 40,000 pro-indepen- 
dence sympathisers. 

Police and local authori- 
ties blamed the vandalism 
on Jairai, youth wing of 
Herri Batasuna (HB), held 
to be the political wing of 
the banned ETA. In region- 
al elections in 1994, HB got 
16 per cent of the vote. 

Hetnani’s Mayor Jose 
Antonio Rekondo said 
Jarrai’s behaviour was part 
of “a strategy to spread ter- 
ror through the populace 
and force negotiations out- 
side the mainstream of 
Basque wishes'*. 

The determination to 
maintain an atmosphere of 
tension has been in evi- 
dence for some time in the 
counter-demonstrati ons 


country 

mounted when employees 
of kidnapped industrialist 
Jose Maria Aldaya gather 
each day to call for his 
release. 

ETA kidnapped him eight 
months ago. and its sup- 
porters keep turning out to 
bait the Aldaya work force 
with threats and cries of 
“Long live ETA!” 

The regional paper Diaxio 
Vasco quoted from a docu- 
ment issued by Kas, an 
organisation close to ETA, 
saying the tactic of striking 
at the state and “colossal 
mobilisation” of Basque 
youth would “put ETA in 
such a position of strength 
that it will be able to 
announce a truce and force 
the enemy” to enter into 
talks. 

Basque regional govern- 
ment spokeswoman Maria 
Carmen Garmendia com- 
mented that Basque radicals 
were “busy provoking a 
serious situation of con- 
frontation and pain”. 

Spain’s Interior Minister 
Juan Alberto Belloch said 
earlier he was wonied at 
the upsurge of urban unrest 
unleashed by hundreds of 
youths who could one day 
join ETA’s armed ranks. He 
saw that development as the 
Basque country’s funda- 
mental problem. 

ETA itself meanwhile last 
Sunday claimed responsi- 
bility for a wave of attacks 
in past weeks which have 
killed seven people and 
wounded many more. 

It warned in a commu- 
nique that “without recog- 
nition of the right to self- 
determination of Euskal 
Herria (the Basque coun- 
try), the conflict will con- 
tinue to show its bitterest 
features”. 


Seoul in dilemma 
over aid to North 
Korea’s starving 

SEOUL (AFP) — The head of South Korea's Red Cross 
said Friday his government was on the boms of a dilemma 
over rice aid to prevent hundreds of thousands from starv- 
ing in North Korea, but that Red Cross aid would continue. 

“Hie North Korean motive is to separate the government 
and the people of South Korea, so die government is fac- 
ing a very difficult situation. For us too it is difficult,” 
Kang Young-Hoon said. 

Mr. Kang, a former South Korean prime minister, and 
president of the Korean National Red Cross (KNRC) said 
the KNRC bad already shipped some $4 million worth of 
aid — blankets, winter socks and noodles — ro North 
Korea. 

In addition, Mr. Kang told foreign correspondents here, 
the Red Cross aid would continue through the humanitari- 
an “window” left open by the government, despite the halt 
in official government aid. 

“The South Korean government, which shipped 150,000 
tonnes of rice last year, is I think in a position of wanting 
to help as much as possible, that is why they allow aid 
through the window of the KNRC. 

"They are eager to see as much (aid) shipped oat as pos- 
sible, but it is not just the flood, it is not just a malnutrition 
problem, there is the political consideration. 

“(North Korea) continues to treat South Korea as if it did- 
n’t exist, and condemns the government as a puppet of the 
so-called American imperialists,” Mr. Kang said He added 
that the North Korean Red Cross had even refused to talk 
directly to the South Korean Red Cross. 

The KNRC donations, he said were sent unmarked and 
unacknowledged. 

Mr. Kang was speaking days ahead of a visit to Seoul by 
U.S. presidential advisor Anthony Lake, who local press 
reports say will try to persuade South Korea to take a soft- 
er line and resume its rice aid, despite the North’s churl- 
ishness. 

His comments also came ahead of a meeting of South 
Korean, Japanese and U.S. experts in Honolulu Jan. 24-25, 
which foreign ministry officials told AFP will include a 
“brainstorming session" on the North Korean aid dilemma. 

The Red Cross chief said the KNRC was dependent on 
tile Federation of Red Cross Societies for estimates of the 
seriousness of the situation and found their estimates more 
credible than those of the World Food Programme (WFP). 
The federation estimates some 100,000 North Koreans 
are homeless, 500,000 affected and 400.000 hectares of 
arable land destroyed, while the WFP has said it believes 
some two million children face starvation in winter tem- 
peratures of -10 degrees Celsius this winter and another 
500,000 women are “at risk,” 

“But no one can be sure of the real situation in such a 
closed society — we don't have any way to verify,” Mr. 
Kang said. 

Dr Koh Il-Dong, a respected expert on North Korean 
agriculture accompanying Mr. Kang, told the foreign press 
flatly that the “malnutrition problem in North Korea is 
orally severe.” 

Mr. Koh, of the Korea Development Institute, a govern- 
dkqi think tank, said reports from defectors to northeast 
China had indicated “that a large number of North Koreans 
crossing the Tumen and Yalu (border) rivers to get 
food.” 



Jeff Getty speaks to the press after his release from - 
San Francisco Hospital (AFP photo) 

AIDS patient with 
baboon transplant 
leaves hospital 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 
— An AIDS patient who 
received a controversial 
transplant of baboon bone 
marrow cells three weeks 
ago was discharged from 
hospital Thursday in good 
condition, a hospital 
spokeswoman said. 

Doctors said that Jeff 
Getty, 38. was healthy 
enough to leave San 
Francisco General Hospital, 
but stressed that it would 
take several weeks before 
they could determine 
whether his body had 
accepted the transplant. 

Mr. Getty, who has car- 
ried the Hiv virus that caus- 
es AIDS for more than 15 
years and was diagnosed 
with the disease nine years 
ago, had fought for two 
years to receive the experi- 
mental transplant 

Smiling as he left the hos- 
pital, Mr. Getty expressed 
optimism that a cure would 
be found. “We know now 
there is the beginning of 
finally getting a solution ” 


he told reporters. 

The Dec. 14 transplant 
was approved by the Food 
and Drag Administration 
(FDA) in August after lob- 
bying by doctors at tbe 
University of California, 
San Francisco and the 
University of Pittsburgh in 
Pennsylvania. 

They hope the transplant 
from baboons, which have a 
natural resistance to the 
HTV virus, would boost his 
immune system against the 
disease. 

Some doctors oppose the 
procedure on the grounds 
that, if used widely, it runs 
the risk of infecting humans 
with animal illnesses. 

The operation has also 
provoked animjl-rights 
activists who saw the 
baboons as being sacrificed 
to serve human ends. 

Mr. Getty, an AIDS 
activist, has travelled to 
Mexico in search of treat- 
ments not available in the 
United States. 


Seven Indian soldiers 
killed in Kashmir, 
strike cripples life 


SRINAGAR. India (AFP) 
— Seven Indian soldiers 
and eight Muslim militants, 
seven of them foreigners, 
were killed in a sudden 
upsurge of violence in 
strife-tom Kashmir, author- 
ities said Friday. 

Fourteen soldiers were 
also injured in fierce gun- 
battles and by landmines in 
the Kashmir Valley, which 
remained crippled for the 
second day running by a 
strike called by Muslim 
separatists. 

Four army men and two 
militants, including one for- 
eigner, were killed during a 
20-hour gunbattle in the 
Gandherbal hills overlook- 
ing Srinagar, summer capi- 
tal of the northern Indian 
state of Kashmir, officials 
said. 

The firefight, which 
ended late Thursday, erupt- 
ed when a group of Islamic 
mercenaries ambushed an 
army convoy, police said. 
Seven soldiers were 
injured, three of them seri- 
ously. 

An army major and six 
foreign mercenaries were 
also killed late Thursday in 
a separate 12-hour gunbat- 
tle on the outskirts of 
Srinagar after the troops 
launched a combing opera- 
tion, the police sources 
said. 

A landmine planted by 
Muslim guerrillas blew up 
an army truck in the south- 
ern Kashmir district of 
Phulwama overnight, 
killing two soldiers and 
injuring seven. 

Hundreds of mercenaries 
from such Islamic countries 


such as Afghanistan and 
Pakistan are fighting along- 
side Kashmiri militants in a 
bid to secede the state from 
the Indian Union. 

Indian officials say most 
of the recent fighting in 
Kashmir is being done by 
tbe foreign mercenaries, 
many of whom are known 
to be Afghan war veterans. 
Most local militant groups 
are said to be in disarray. 

The spurt in violence 
came as the Kashmir Valley 
was paralysed Friday in 
response to a strike called 
by Muslim separatists to 
urge the Lhiited Nations to 
hold a plebiscite in the 
strife-tom Indian state. 

Government offices, 
shops, businesses, banks, 
post offices, courts, and 
schools were closed in 
Srinagar and throughout the 
valley, police sources and 
residents said. 

Srinagar's streets were 
mostly deserted, and civil- 
ian vehicles were off the 
roads across the Muslira- 
majority region, the sources 
said. Heavily-aimed Indian 
troops patrolled this city of 
S00.000 people, 

Friday’s shutdown was 
sponsored by the Islamic 
Resistance Front which 
wants the disputed Hima- 
layan territory ro merge 
with Pakistan. 

A U.N. resolution on 
Kashmir passed on Jan.5, 
1949 called on India to hold 
a referendum in the state, 
whose Hindu ruler chose 
the previous year to join the 
newly-independem Indian 
Union. 


Japan’s Murayama 
announces resignation 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama announced Ms 
resignation as premier 
Friday to make way for a 
new government under the 
current three-party coali- 
tion, but ruled out calling 
snap general elections. 

“I have decided to resign 
today,” a surprisingly confi- 
dent Murayama told a news 
conference. “I thought it 
was time to renew the peo- 
ple (in government) and 
make a fresh start in the 
New Year” He said he 
made up his mind on Jan. 1. 

Coalition officials said 
Mr. Murayama, 71, was 
aiming ro allow the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), 
the biggest coalition party 
headed by outspoken Trade 
Minister Ryu taro 

Hashimoto, to take com- 
mand at least until April as 
head of an interim govern- 
ment. 

By April, parliament is 
expected to pass the 
1996/97 budget. The new 
prime minister will also 
host a su mmi t meeting with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
in Tokyo, scheduled for 
April 16-18, a key diplo- 
matic event for Japan. 

But Mr. Murayama said 
he had not yet named Mr. 
Hashimoto, 58, as his suc- 
cessor. “1 have never talked 
of handing the reins of 
power to anyone in particu- 
lar. I have only stressed the 
importance of retaining the 
three-party format.” 

Mr. Murayama ruled out 
early general elections, 
which are not due until mid- 
1997. “This is no time for 
general elections. We must 
keep up measures to lift the 
economy from recession." 

Coalition officials said the 
LDP, Mr. Murayama’s 
socialists, and finance 
Minister Masayoshi 

Takemura's Sakigake.Party, 



Tomiichi Murayama 

would convene a special 
session of parliament on 
Jan. 11 to name tbe new 
prime minister. 

As long as the coalition 
stays intact, it will be able 
to choose a new prime min- 
ister because the group as a 
whole commands solid 
majorities in both houses of 
parliament. 

The -coalition holds 294 
seats in the 511-member 
lower bouse, the decisive 
chamber in naming the 
prime minister. 

Ichiro Ozawa, leader of 
the main opposition 
Shinshmto (New Frontier 
Party), criticised reported 
moves to name Mr. 
Hashimoto the next prime 
minister. 


‘This simple change of 
premiers within the three 
parties is not good at all,” 
Mr. Ozawa said. “The gov- 
ernment should ask Lhe peo- 
ple to judge (by calling gen- 
eral elections).” 

Mr. Murayama’s entire 
cabinet was expected to 
resign before Jan. 11. A 
change of premier requires 
the formal resignation of 
the cabinet but they would 
remain as caretakers until 
the appointment of a new 
government. 

Mr. Murayama’s an- 
nouncement came amid 
some media reports that be 
might hand over power to 
Mr. Hashimoto after the 
passage through parliament 
of the state budget for tbe 


next fiscal year. 

But it caught almost 
everyone by surprise, with 
many officials in the 
Socialist Party, the LDP and 
the prime minister’s office 
still on New Year holidays. 

Only Thursday. Mr. 
Murayama held a news con- 
ference and defended key 
points of the budget bill, to 
be submitted to parliament 
later in January. 

Friday, soon after he said 
he had decided to quit the 
premiership, Mr. Murayama 
also said he would seek 
reelection as chairman of 
his troubled Socialist Party. 

He said that decision was 
not related to his resigna- 
tion from the premiership. 

“The two jobs are distinc- 
tively separate, and I intend 
to fulfil my responsibility of 
forming a new party at the 
convention on Jan. 19.” Mr. 
Murayama said. 

His supporters failed to 
persuade a leftist hardliner, 
Tadatoshi Akiba, to drop 
plans to run against Mr. 
Murayama. Intra-party vot- 
ing takes place from Jan. 
14-15. 

Mr. Murayama’s support- 
ers had wanted him to be 
reelected without a vote 
because they feared a vote 
would split the party. For 
more than a year the 
Socialists have been divid- 
ed into various camps over 
how and when to transform 
themselves into a new, lib- 
eral party. 

Mr. Murayama can be for- 
given for feeling weary 
after a tumultuous 555 days 
in office, which has seen a 
killer earthquake, an urban 
terrorist attack on Tokyo’s 
subways, bank- failures and 
a lingering recession. 

He became prime minister 
in june 1994 after the for- 
mation of the current left- 
right coalition. . _ 


Women ~ 
dominate 
Grammy 
music award 
nominations 

UNIVERSAL CITY, Calif 
(R) — Women performers 
dominated the Grammy 
music award nominations 
Thursday, led by Mariah 
Carey and two singer- 
songwriters who burst on 
the scene last year — 
Alanis Morissette and Joan 
Osborne. 

Ms. Carey and Ms. 
Morissette each grabbed 
six Grammy nominations, 
while Ms. Osborne took 
five, with country singer 
Shania Twain and Rb Trio 
Tic getting four each, the 
National Academy Of 
Recording Arts and 
Sciences announced at a 
news conference. 

The top male performers, 
each with five nomina- 
tions, were Rb producer- 
songwriter Babyface and 
Glen Ballard, who pro- 
duced and co-wrote Ms. 
Morissette’s debut U.S. 
Album “Jagged Little 
Pill". 


Judge denies bail in alleged 
plot to overthrow Castro 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Two men accused of stock- 
piling weapons and plot- 
ting to overthrow Cuban 
President Fidel Castro 
were denied bail Thursday, 
though a third man was 
allowed to post bond. 

U.S. Magistrate Stephan 
Hillman granted $100,000 
bond for Rene Cruz Sr., 68, 
but denied bail to his 47- 
year-old son Rene Cruz 
and alleged co-conspirator 
Rafael Garcia, 45. 

Mr. Hillman said he 
refused bail for the two 
men who live and work in 
the Los Angeles area 
because he saw “no evi- 
dence they renounced the 
idea of achieving political 
goals by violent means.” 

Before the judge handed 
down his decision, more 
than 100 friends and family 
members of tbe men 
accused of conspiracy and 
violating the neutrality act 
waited outside of the 
packed courtroom for his 
ruling. 

Inside, Mr. Garcia's 
Attorney Barry Hammond 
argued that the men never 
had an elaborate plan to 


overthrow the communist 
Castro government and 
were guilty only of har- 
bouring tbe same dreams 
as many in the Cuban- 
Arnerican community. 

“Maybe they had a 
dream,” Mr. Hammond 
said. “Maybe they overre- 
acted in their own individ- 
ual hobbies ... but it was 
more of a fantasy than a 
reality.” 

On Dec. IS, 1995, the 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation staged a raid 
on a warehouse belonging 
to the senior Cruz and 
seized truckloads of 
ammunition and weapons 
allegedly linked to the 
three men. 

If convicted, they could 
face prison sentences of 
three to five years. 

Among those who turned 
out in support of the three 
men were members of the 
Bay of Kgs Veterans 
Association, a group most- 
ly of Cubans who partici- 
pated in a 1961 bungled 
attempt, known by the 
same name, to overthrow 
Mr. Castro. 

That group. which 


launched its plot from U.S. 
soil, bad planned to invade 
Cuba after tbe communist 
revolution with the expec- 
tation that the invasion 
would spark a chain-reac- 
tion spontaneous uprising 
against Mr. Castro. 

But its members never 
even so much as estab- 
lished a beachhead on 
Cuban shores before they 
were pummeled by pro- 
Castro forces and did not 
receive hoped-for U.S. mil- 
itary support. 

It was one of the most 
embarrassing chapters in 
U.S. -Cuban history and has 
made both governments 
wary of Cuban paramili- 
tary groups which have 
sprung up in the United 
States ever since. 

Rene Cruz was a major in 
Mr. Castro’s army in the 
early stages of the Cuban 
revolution but was eventu- 
ally jailed as a political 
prisoner, according to the 
association. He was 
released in 1979 and went 
to the United States. 


Indian opposition wants 
communist as premier 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India’s secular opposition is 
pushing a veteran commu- 
nist as a possible premier in 
the event of a victory in 
upcoming general elections, 
but the political stalwart is 
cool to the idea. 

Leaders of the country’s 
main centrist party, the 
Janata Dal (People’s Party), 
say Marxist Jyoti Basu 
should be the choice to head 
a government in case the 
centre-left coalition wins 
the hustings only months 
away. 

Even the business com- 
munity is not averse to the 
proposal since Mr. Basu, 
S I , who has been chief min- 
ister of the eastern state of 


West Bengal since 1977, is 
considered a pragmatist 
who regularly woos Indian 
and foreign capital. 

The Suave Basu, who 
embraced Marxism while 
studying law in London 
during the British Raj and 
whose only son is a suc- 
cessful businessman, has 
remained silent to the 
appeals to play a more 
active role in national poli- 
tics. 

His hardline Communist 
Party of India (Marxist), the 
country's dominant leftist 
group and die-hard admir- 
ers of Stalin, refuses how- 
ever to permit Mr. Basu to 
head a “bourgeois" govern- 
ment. 
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fal 


ime for change 


WHEN SHARIF Zeid Ben Shaker formed 
3iis government in early 1995, he chose to 
include in it 17 deputies representing most of 
Zhz major blocs, save for the Islamists, in 
Parliament. The prime minister opted for 
this sort of parliamentary coalition apparent- 
ly to ensure a more cooperative House in a 
year that had to see the passage of laws 
related to the peace treaty with Israel. Now 
that the last order of 1995, the 1996 budget, 
has cleared the House, the country might see 
either a change of government or a Cabinet 
reshuffle as His Majesty King Hussein indi- 
cated in a recent interview. 

So what kind of government should we 
hope for in the new era of peace and amid the 
challenges of mounting poverty, unemploy- 
ment and other economic and political prob- 
lems? 

First of all Jordanians want to see a 
Cabinet that is not overburdened by the 
presence of a high number of deputies and 
ministers without portfolios. Not only are 
those deputies inclined to serve the narrow 
interests of their own constituents at the 
expense of the national interest but they also 
hamper the work of technocrats who are 
expected to introduce reforms to the diffe- 
rent sectors of the bureaucracy. 

Second, Jordanians want to see persons 
Tilth vision and proven managerial abilities 
enter the Cabinet. Such type of ministers, 
who have defined policies and who can 
pursue their agenda with vigour and clarity, 
con relieve the leadership from constantly 
^litcrvenuig in government business or from 
ssdvihg to repeatedly assure people and allay 
their fears and concerns. Members of the 
present government have on many occasions 
been criticised by the leadership, without 
being named, for failing to carry out the 
policies of the regime or for not being able or 
willing to address and correct certain inter- 
nal questions. 

Jordan enters 1996 and heads rapidly 
towards the 21 st century burdened with a 
range of unresolved problems. These are 
present in all aspects of the economy, the 
civil service, the education sector, health and 
also in precarious relations with Arab neigh- 
bours. 

What is urgently needed is not a govern- 
ment that has so much to appease the 
Parliament — even though the two should 
always have good working relations — but 
one that can convince the legislators of its 
programme. A successful government is one 
that has such a programme and a clear 
purpose. It is never one that seeks to 
represent people without being able to carry 
oat its promises to the people and pave the 
way for a brighter future. The time is ripe to 
come up with a more homogeneous Cabinet 
that can learn from the experiences and 
mistakes of the past year. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


\ WRITER in Al Ra’i said that Jordan. Egypt and the 
Palestinians should not negotiate with Israel over defining 
w ho is a displaced person from Palestine or who can return. 
"We have already ceded the largest pan of Palestine to 
Israel because it is far stronger than us militarily and 
because the United States continues to back the Jewish 
-•late, but we have the smaller part for ourselves and for the 
Palestinians who should be able to decide their own future 
h\ themselves and decide who is displaced, and who has the 
i»pht to return." said Tareq Masarweh. “Israel has already 
admitted that the West Bank and the Gara Strip were 
occupied territories by agreeing to the to redeploy its 
troops from Palestine's towns and villages and by giving the 
Ailustintans the right to hold parliamentary elections and to 
"egotiate with Israel over the final status of the Palestinian 
nnd." said the writer. He said that the Arab countries and 
• he Palestinians should not give the Israelis the right to 
JcL.de who can or who cannot be repatriated and should 
~‘.V allow the Israelis to control the crossing points on the 
sT-cr Jordan allowing some and preventing others from 
entering the self-rule areas, demanded the writer. He said 
t the Israelis who are pulling out in stages from the Arab 
'.sr.'i and who will soon be negotiating with the Palesti- 
nians over the fate of the settlements and Jerusalem have 
n. i right to be in control of the Palestinians in the liberated 




th.ch is Christmas day. an official public holiday. Bassam 
rl.iudadin. r» deputy said that by demanding that Christmas 
day be u public holiday the deputies wanted to prove to the 
wor.d .hu*. Jordan is a country where religious tolerance 
.in.j eo-cvisjcnce among the Christians and Muslims is a 
fac? and that sectarian bigotry and fanaticism of any kind 
d-i not exist amnne the Jordanian society. 


! ’-VRITER in Al Dustonr backed a call by a number of * 
j Parliament members that the government declare Dec. 25. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keflani 


PNA is victor in talks with Hamas 


THE FINAL communique which was issued in Cairo by 
the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) and Hamas after 
the talks they held there reveals a lot more than the 
phraseology indicates. It shows that PNA Chairman Yasser 
Arafat successfully managed to contain Hamas using bis 
well-known taming tactics of carrot and stick policy. 

One of Hamas negotiating leaders was frank enough with 
me when he said upon his return from Cairo two days ago: 
“We had four days of real bard negotiations with Abu Al 
Adeeb (Salim Al Za’anoun) but we could not change (the 
PNA's) positions reg&uding the elections or possible future 
military operations inside the green line." 

The golden formula readied was an agreement to refrain 


position to boycott the elections, such decision was a 
God-sent gift to Mr. Arafat to have no real competition for 
his Fateh candidates. When the Palestinian National 
Assembly convenes, it will be staffed by Fateh memebre 
with a tiny minority independents, some of whom could 
form a thin “visage” of opposition. 

Mohammad Nasal's statement regarding Hamas’ not ( 
taking part in tire elections is what Nabil Amr of Fateh has ; 
been praying for recently. 


publidy embarassin^ each other. 


Mr. Za'anoun. a former Muslim Brotherhood member, 
relied on Islamic jargon to convince Hamas not to launch 
suidde missions against Israel. He rebuffed Osama Abu 
Ham dan. the Hamas representative in Tehran, who tried to 
defend the Iranian support for Palestinians since 1979. 

It was dear from the beginning that Hamas could not 
publidy endorse what the Palestine National Authority has 
always demanded regarding the peace process and the Oslo 
accords. Had it done so, it would have lost the support of 
its two main patrons; Sudan and Iran. Hamas’ strategic 
relationship with those two rejectionist states signifies its 
physical survival at political, financial and logistic levels. In 
the case of the Iranian benefactor, Hamas had a chance to 
train its cadres in HizboDah camps in Lebanon and Iran; 
such a friend cannot be alienated. 

Moreover, it was doubtful whether Mr. Arafat wanted 
Hamas to come out publidy toeing bis line. 

Mr. Arafat needs this “Islamic boogey man” to be a card 
in his hands whenever he wants to scare his Israeli 
counterparts. Such a card will be very valuable in months 
ahead, when the final status negotiations start. By then 
different faces might be sitting at the other side of the table 
either in Tel Aviv or in Washington. At such a time 
ideological fanatics of self-sacrificing hero-martyrs are a big 
asset to recreate a favourable bargaining position. 

Moroever, the PNA negotiating team managed to drive a 
wedge between one group of Hamas hard-liners in Arab 
capitals like Abu Hamdan (Iran) Mohammad Nazzal 
■(Jordan) and the second group of Hamas pragmatists who - 
live under occupation like Jamil Hamami (Jerusalem), 
Hassan Yousef (Ramallah), Abdul Khaliq Al Natasheh 
(Hebron). 

Hamas boycott of the elections on Jan. 20 was one of the 
seven items on the PNA-Hamas agenda in Cairo. Though 
Hamas presented as victory its refusal to budge from its 


So, the PNA-Hamas conflict has been put on die 
back-burner. Within few months Mr. Arafat’s authority 
will quadruple when more Palestinian cities are evacuated, 
more pro min ent personalities are appointed in key posts, 
more international support is announced and more millions 
of dollars in subsidies and donations are received. By then. 


the de-facto influence of Mr. Arafat will be too Stroogfor 


Hamas to contest or confront. The only option then 
for Hamas to accept to be part of the system. Abdul Fatteh 
Dukhan of Hamas might have been prophetic when he 
said, “Arafat is containing our organisation gradually, 
eating us one morsel by morsel, digesting us one part by 
one part.” 

Since Hamas cannot stand up to him now, bow can we do 
it when his political influence spreads all over new 
Palestinian territories and his largesses reaches to all 
mokhtars and families, he said. 

In conclusion it can be said the PNA scored a great point 
by enticing Hamas into a dialogue. Many leaders of Hamas 
made it dear they kept a very low profile immediately after 
the announcement of the Declaration of Principles few 
years ago, so that they would allow the peace process to 
unfold without obstruction. Such a stand was the result of 
the position many analysts adopted in terms of waiting to 
see & the peace talks would succeed and bring an end to the 
occupation and to economic miseries. 

The situation now is very much similar. There has been 
an evacuation of troops from six Palestinian cities. 

More evaucation will take place soon. Israeli Premier 
Yitzhak Rabain's assassination was an eye-opener for 
Hamas, since it exposed the ugly face of Israeli extremist 
forces working against peace. It was only then that they 
realised how genuine Mr. Rabin was in his search for peace 
in spite of the restraining forces of the Temple Mount 
Faithfal. the settlers Council Movement and the ultra- 
orthodox political right. 

It was then that they felt a need to give Mr. Arafat a 
chance. That chance, it is hoped, will save a great deal of 
bloodshed and terror. 


- LEBANON 
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THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Writers support Syria's bid for peace 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


THE ONGOING Syrian- 
Israeli negotiations and 
their repercussions on the 
region, the Palestinian elec- 
tions and Israeli policies 
were among the main issues 
discussed by writers in the 
local Arabic daily press in 
the past week. 

Al Dustour daily noted in 
an editorial that the Israeli- 
Syrian negotiations in the 
second week were not as 
smooth as those of the first 
week. The talks were 
shrouded with a great deal 
of optimism in the first 
week in Washington and it 
was the Israelis who showed 
the greatest degree of 
optimism, and it is they who 
are now retreating in the 
second week, said the pap- 
er. Perhaps Israeli internal 
policies and the fear of the 
results of the coming elec- 
tions are now influencing 
the Israeli government’s 
attitude and causing a 
change in position, said the 
paper. “Let us hope that 
the obstacles that surfaced 
in the second week would 
not cause the Israelis to 
retreat further and that Tel 
Aviv would respond favour- 
ably to Syria's demands for 
a full withdrawal for a com- 
plete peace,” said the pap- 
er. 

As Syria goes ahead with 
the negotiations with Israel 
over a peace treaty. Damas- 
cus has come under severe 
criticism from Iran, which 
has been launching a hostile 
campaign against Damascus 
for holding talks with 
Israel, said Ahmad Al Mis- 
leh. a writer in Al Ra’i 
daily. Iran has no right to 
criticise Damascus for 
trying to regain the Golan 
Heights from Israel through 
negotiations. Tehran 
should halt its unjustified 
campaign.” said the writer. 
He charged that in the abs- 
ence of 'Iraq as a regional 
newer. Iran has been hop- 


campaign against Syria and 
tid that 


ing to play the role of a 
regional superpower in- 
fluencing the policies of its 
neighbours and imposing its 
will on Syria as well as the 
Arab Gulf states. 

Saleh Al Qallab, writing 
in Al Dustour, also criti- 
cised Iran for its present 
position and said sooner or 
later relations between 
Damascus and Tehran are 
bound to deteriorate. The 
writer said that by making 
peace with Israel. Damas- 
cus would find itself forced 
to bridle the resistance acti- 
vities carried out in south- 
ern Lebanon by the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
militia, something which 
will in turn adversely affect 
Syrian-Iranian ties. Israel 
and the United States seem 
to be agreed on recognising 
Syria’s influence on Leba- 
non and they of course 
would expect from Damas- 
cus to stem Hizbollah ’s acti- 
vities against the Jewish 
state, added the writer. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a wri- 
ter for Al Ra'i, dwelt on the 
same topic urging Iran to 
mend rather than strain its 
relations with the Gulf 
states and stop criticising 
Syria for negotiating peace 
with Israel. The writer said 
that the Iranian foreign 
minister had cancelled a 
visit to Damascus after 
Syria along with the Gulf 
states and Egypt declared 
their support for the United 
Arab Emirates in its dispute 
with Iran over Gulf islands. 
He said that Syria's position 
regarding the islands was 
not a novelty and could not 
have prompted the Iranian 
minister to cancel the visit. 
But he said the cancellation 
was clearly meant as an 
Iranian protest against 
Damascus's negotiations 
with Israel. 

Mohammad Kharroub. 
also writing in Al Ra’i. re- 
ferred to Iran's current 


said that the campaign 
could by no means dissuade 
Damascus from the talks 
over the fate of the Golan 
Heights. The writer said 
that Iran had its influence in 
Lebanon and could try to 
escalate Hizbollah’s resist- 
ance activities against Israel 
in order to disrupt the 
Israeli-Syrian negotiations. 
But he noted that Syria had 
a strategic interest in re- 
gaining its lost territory and 
in maintaining its influence 
in Lebanon with the 
approval of the United 
States and Israel. If Tehran 
persisted in antagonising 
Damascus, it would be 
further straining its rela- 
tions with the whole Arab 
World, especially with 
Syria’s allies in the Gulf, 
said the writer. 

Taher Adwan. a writer 
for Al Dustour daily, said it 
was regrettable to see only 
a few Arab capitals rejoic- 
ing oyer the return of the 
Palestinian towns to Palesti- 
nian sovereignty despite the 
fact that the liberation 
marked a major historical 
event. The writer said that 
without a peace treaty and 
through negotiations, the 
Palestinians would not have 
been able to regain their 
rights. With the negotia- 
tions starting in May over 
the final settlement and the 
final status of Jerusalem, 
the Palestinians would be 
paving the ground for a 
final solution to their prob- 
lem before signing a treaty 
/with the Jewish state, said 
the writer. In the mean- 
time, he said the Palesti- 
nians were in need of fall 
Arab economic as well as 
moral support for their 
heroic endeavours. . 

A writer in Al Ra’i said 
that Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres had just de- 
clared that his country 
would not pay any com- 
pensation to Palestinian vic- 
tims of the uprising claim- 


ing that the intifada was in 
effect a state of war be- 
tween the Israelis and the 
Palestinians. Mahmoud 
Rimawi said that Mr. Peres 
had tried to overlook the 
loss of the Arab lands and 
waters, whicb Israel had 
been stealing since 1948, 
way before the intifada 
started. The Israelis should 
understand that the Palesti- 
nians have suffered a great 
deal not only when the Jew- 
ish state came into being at 
the expense of the Palesti- 
nian lands and rights in 
1948 but also because of the 
1967 war which completed 
Israel’s control of the whole 
of Palestine and caused the 
displacement of the Palesti- 
nian people. 

Mohammad Kawash, a 
writer in Al Dustour, said 
that the Palestinian elec- 
tions would be in the spot- 
light until they were held 
later this month and the 
Arab and world nations 
would be fixing their eyes 
on the results which could 
shape the future of the 
Palestinian people. The 
writer said to ensure the 
success of fair and free elec- 
tions tite Palestine National 
Authority ought to prove to 
the whole world its abi- 
dance by the rules of demo- 
cracy and should avoid de- 
taining journalists, and im- 
posing martial rule on the 
people. 


A writer in Al Ra’i said 
that the 15193-1997 five year 
development plan that took 
scores of officials and ex- 
perts to prepare 12 months 
back in 1992 seems to have 
been shelved and totally 
ignored by the government. 
Fahed Al Fanek said that 
thousands of dinars were 
spent on preparations of the 

tious programmes for socio- 
economic development, but 
all that effort had gone in 
vain as the five-year-period 
was fast moving to its end. 


Men should refrain 
from habit of kissing 
one another 


By Dr. Ahmad Al Tell 


ON FRIDAY Dec. 29, 
1995 I attehded the funeral 
of the late Hanna Abu Ja- 
ber at the Christian cemet- 
ery in Urn Al Hi ran. Once 
the funeral ceremony and 
the burial ended the im- 
mediate relatives of the late 
Mr. Abu Jaber stood in line 
on a specially assigned plat- 
form to receive condolences 
from those who attended 
the funeral according to 
Jordanian tradition. 

Surprisingly I noticed 
that the mourners were 
shaking the bands of the 
membeis of the bereaved 
family without going through 
the ritual of kissing, hugging 
a ltd embracing. It 
was only when my turn 
came to offer the condo- 
lences that I saw a large 
poster hnng on the awning 
with the following words: 
“Thank you for attending 
the funeral, please refrain 
from kissing. Shaking hands 
is enough.” 

I noticed also that all the 
mourners except for a 
handful of men, who most 
probably did notice the 
poster, abided by the re- 
quest and refrained 
from kissing the Abu Jaber 
men. 

This scene reminded me 
of a report in Al Ra'i daily 
two years ago about the 
mayor of the Turkish town 
of Adana who had issued an 
order prohibiting men in his 
town from kissing one 
another in public for health 
and religious reasons. Hav- 
ing read that report, I 
sought the views of a Mus- 
lim scholar in Jordan asking 
him about the habit of men 
kissing one another and the 
ruling of Islam in this case. 

The scholar said that the 
habit of men kissing one 
another was detestable and 
distasteful in Islam and was 
a habit that had been prohi- 
bited by the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

I recall a document 
issued several years ago by 
the inhabitants of Salt 
which called on men to refrain 
from kissing one another in 
public or .private. I wonder 
though how many Saltis had 


dan and other Arab 
societies. A man meeting 
his friend, his colleague or 
his brother following along 
absence is often seen ki£ 


sing him on the cheek 
several times. This kind of 


kissing among men is meant 
to show that they were 
longing to see each other. 
Following the kissing by 
two they normally indulge 
in a friendly exchange, with 
each asking the other about 
the reason for his absence, 
about his job, his health, his 
family etc. 

Kissing among men is 
also practiced when stu- 
dents pass examinations, or 
graduate from college, and 
when people celebrate a 
wedding, are discharged 
from hospital, escape from 
a road accident or a fight, 
or are saved from a finan- 
cial crisis and also in ex- 
pressing condolences over 
death. 

Kissing among men is not 
confined to dose circuit of 
family of friends extends to 
unreasonable boundaries, 
and is being practiced on a 
large scale, on various occa- 
sions. Indeed, it has be- 
come a “duty” of men 
friends to kiss one another 
even if they had only not 
seen one another for 24 
hours. Kissing sometimes 
takes place between twomea 
who meet for the first time. 

I appeal to all those who 
agree with my views to fight 
off this bad habit of men 
kissing one another and to 
start by applying the rale to 
themselves and gradually 
spreading the good habit 
through their own dans be- 
cause this habit contravenes 
with al! health, religious 
and social printiples. 

I salute the mayor of 
Adana and writers of tire 
Salt document as well as 
those in charge of the Um 
Al Hi ran Christian cemet- 
ery who had set a good 
example by ruling against 
men kissing one another 
and calling only for hand 
shake in public and private. 


responded to that call. 


:n .kissing one .another. 

is one of the common habits 
and familiar scenes id Jor- 


Dr. Ahmad Tell is a retired 
educationist who served as* 
secretary general of the 
Ministry of Higher Educa-, 
tion,.and dean of theZarqa 
private community, college >. 
The ^article ~is translated 
from Al Ra’i Arabic daily ■ 


Japan premier's 
resignation leaves 
policy unclear 


By Linda Sieg 

Reuter 


TOKY O — Japanese Prime 
Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama’s decision to 
step down, most likely in 
favour of outspoken Trade 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimo- 
to, spells few sudden econo- 
mic policy shifts, but leaves 
many questions un- 
answered. 

Among them, analysts 
said, was the key issue of 
just how long many admi- 
nistration could survive be- 
fore being forced to call 
snap general elections. 

“Share prices rose and 
the dollar slid on the news, 
but we really don’t know 
what the logic is and con- 
versely, we don’t know 
what (the new administra- 
tion) will do," said Takashi 
Kiuchi, chief economist at 
the long-term Credit Bank 
of Japan. 

Mr. Murayama, Japan's 
first socialist premier in 
four decades, said on Fri- 
day he would step down to 
let the ruling coalition's big- 
gest party — the conserva- 
tive Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) — take over. 

He told a news confer- 
ence that no decision had 
been made on his successor, 
but political pundits tipped 
Mr. Hashimoto as the ob- 
vious choice. 

Mr. Hashimoto, the 
LDP’s aggressive leader 
who grabbed headlines last 
year with his tough stance 
in bitter car trade talks with 
the United States, would 
have to be elected by a 
special session of parlia- 
ment, most likely this week. 

Some analysis said his 
confirmation as leader was 
not a foregone conclusion, 
given that some socialists 
might balk at the prospect. 

Economists said if Mr. 
Hashimoto was elected and 
the three-way coalition, 
which also includes the 
small reformist new party 
Sakigake. held firm, there 
would probably be little im- 
mediate impact on the eco- 


nomy or financial markets. 

“At the moment it’s just 
a mild type of surprise, not 
really a shocking type of 
thing that would change the 
overall direction of the eco-* 
norny,” said Masanobu 
Takahashi, chief economist 
at Sanyo Investment Re- 
search. 

The dollar, whose recent 
rally was dented by profit- 
taking in Tokyo on Friday 
morning, slipie further on 
news that Mr. Murayama 
would step down. 

In late Tokyo trade the 
dollar was off its lows but 
stilt shaky at abt 104.70 yen 
against a peak of 106.55 yen 
on Thursday in New York. 

Mr. Hashimoto was 
elected as LDP leader last 
September on a platform 
calling for traditional eco- 
nomic stimulus to boost the 
nation's l^ig-stalled eco- 
nomy. That stance made 
him the darling of stock 
market punters and indeed, 
share prices rebounded on 
Friday on news he was like- 
ly to succeed Mr. 
Murayama. 

But Mr. Hashimoto has 
found less favour with cri- 
tics who say that Japan 
needs bold deregulation to 
ensure future growth. 

That stance would not 
endear him to the United 
States but analysts said his 
past performance on trade 
issues would be unlikely to 
sour a planned summit visit 
by U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton in April. 

Japan’s next leader at any 
rate faces numerous chal- 
lenges — not least how to 
win parliament's approval 
for a highly unpopular plan 
to spend a big chunk of 
taxpayers’ money to help 
wind up the nation’s mort- 
gage firms. 

The pfan came under 
heavy fire when it was un- 
veiled by the Finance 
Ministry last month, and 
the opposition promises to 
make it a key focus of 
attack when parliament 
opens its regular session la- 
ter this month. 
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Journey of the modern magi 

Paul Vallely retraces the steps of the Three Wise Men 
through Syria, Jordan and finally to Bethlehem — 
through a world in which many things have remained 
unchanged despite centuries of political turmoil 


THE DARKNESS crept 
swiftly down upon the wreck- 
age of the castle Saladin, 
built in the 12th century to 
protect the ancient oasis of 
Palmyra from the predations 
of the infidel Cnissaders. It 
was a storybook castle of 
towers and turrets on top of a 
jagged hill overlooking the 

extensive ruins of the first- 

century city whose ruined 
colonnades were laid out in 
dear lines below. 

The waters has flowed 
there, the only water source 
for hundreds of miles in the 
heart of the Syrian desert, for 
at least 4,000 years, keeping 
Palmyra for millennia at the 
crossroads of the caravan 
trade. No one knows whether 
the Three Wise Men of 
Christian legend existed. No 
one can be sure where they 
began their search for the 
child whose birth was to 
usher in a new era. But one 
thing is certain, whatever 
theiT starting point, they 
would have passed through 
Palmyra. A journey to re- 
trace their steps — on which I 
was accompanied by two 
other modern magi, Bishoip 
Rowan Williams, the former 
Professor of Divinity at Ox- 
ford, and Professor Heather 
Coupdr, an astronomer — 
passed through a land in 
which many things remain 
unnervingly the same. 

It is still a region of turmoil 
ana political tensions; it is 
still dominated by imperial- 
powers of one kind or 
another. In those days con- 
trol had recently passed from 
Alexander the Great in the 
east to die west of Imperial 
Rome. It is a polarity that 
remains today, with an Israel 
which looks to the west and a 
Palestine which looks east to 
Mecca. Outside the Saracen 
castle, even before the sky 
was completely dark, a single 
star appeared. There are 
dozens of theories about the 
Star of Bethlehem; it may 
have been a supernova or a 
comet. But it is most likely to 


have been created by a con- 
junction of Jupiter with 
another planet, Saturn. 

A triple conjunction took 
place in the zodiacal constel- 
lation of Pisces in the year 
6BC (the year in which histo- 
rians now think Christ was 
bom). The Magi had the 
planet that represented the 
ruler of the world (Jupiter) 
conjoined with was also the 
star of Palestine (Saturun, 
which was also the star of 
justice) in the constellation of 
the Jews (Pisces). To a Parth- 
ian magus it would have sig- 
nalled that a ruler of the 
world's last days was about to 
be bom among the Hebrews 
in Palestine. 

The Magi brought gifts 
suitable for a temporal 
monarch — gold, a symbol of 
wealth; frankincese, a sign of 
authority; and myrrh, an 
embalming spice, which 
spoke of sorrow. They are 
symbols which still speak of 
life in the Middle East today. 

A week’s camel ride from 
Palmyra lies Damascus, the 
oldest continuously occupied 
city in the world. Its ancient 
spice market, a blur of bright 
colours, exotic smells and 
hard bargaining, had frankin- 
cense in plenty. It was 
appropriate, for the capital is 
one of the region’s centres of 
power. In the days of the 
Magi it was an important 
province of the Roman 
Empire. Today is the most 
formidable of Israel's neigh- 
bours. 

In the coffee houses and 
fountained courtyards of 
Damascus, the talk was of 
Israel. For public consump- 
tion the rhetoric was uncom- 
promising: ’’The Golan 
Heights are ours. There can 
be no compromise. The 
Israelis must withdraw." 

In private, however, it was 
all more nuance d. The Fore- 
ign Minister, I was told, bad 
recently briefed army officers 
and Ba’ath party officials ab- 
out the potential benefits of 
peace. The Quote for the 


Day carried by the state- 
controlled newspaper fre- 
quently now constitutes a 
message for peace. Only days 
after we left the city it was 
announced that negotiations 
between Syria and Israel are 
to recommence. 

In Amman, one of Jordan’s 
Christian leaders, Fr. Moussa 
Adeli, an Arab by birth and a 
Melchite priest of the Latin 
rite, issued an invitation to 
dine. He was preoccupied 
with a journey of a different 
kind — that of the unending 
stream to his door of Iraqis 
who have crossed the border 
in search of help. Christian 
and Muslim alike, they are 
not just poor but mal- 
nourished and made desper- 
ate by the economic collapse 
of their country under United 
Nations sanctions following 
the Gulf war. 

"Huge numbers of ordin- 
ary people are going hungry, 
many are starving, many 
more hungry, many are starv- 
ing, many more ill - deprived 
of medicine as well as food." 
he said. He gives them food, 
where be can. and organises 
relief operations into parts of 
the country that can easily be 
reached from Amman. 

Fr. Moussa is a Christian 
and no friend of Saddam 
Hussein, but he was vehe- 
ment m bis advocacy of the 
need for a change in policy by 
the UN, to lift the sanctions. 

“In Iraq, people are losing 
part of their humanity," he 
said. The picture he painted 
was one that, in other cir- 
cumstances, would be the 
subject of dramatic coverage 
by the world's television com- 
panies. “If you want to know 
what hell is like." concluded 
Fr. Moussa with devastating 
simplicity, “go to Iraq.” 

In Jordan, we x had .found 
myrrh, real sorrow. The 
source of that sorrow, Iraq, 
was of the Wise Man trail. 
We were in search of the 
third gift, gold. So we headed 
for Jerusalem, the centre in 


which all the important poli- 
tical and religious influences 
of the region meet. 

Israel is a modern, 
resource-hungry state. 
Everywhere new buildings 
were being thrown up as if 
they had descended over- 
night upon the land. The 
desert bloomed. 

But at what cost? The wa- 
ter for irrigation, claim the 
Palestinians, is stolen from 
them: the Israelis take 80 per 
cent of the underground wa- 
ter. On the West Bank, 
120,000 Jewish sellers take 
some 60 million cubic metres 
of water a year, leaving only 
137 million cubic metres be- 
tween the 1.5 million Palesti- 
nians; 60 per cent of Israeli 
land is irrigated, compared 
with only 6 per cent of 
Palestinian land. And Palesti- 
nians have been prohibited 
since 1967 from digging new 
wells. 

The Western Wail of the 
Temple in Jerusalem (is be- 
lieved by Israelis to be) a site 
of great holiness to Jews; 
historically, it is one of the 
few parts of Christ's birth. 
Hus was Herod's temple. 
The Magi must have stood at 
the place at some time. They 
were, after all, “invited” by 
die tyrant to visit him there. 
It is only a few hunched yards 
from the great Islamic and 
Chistian shrine, the Dome of 
the Rock and the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre. 

It was almost dusk; the 
Sabbath had begun. Our 
guide, an Arab Christian, 
was brusquely refused entr- 
ance even through below 
brash tourists wandered the 
vast courtyard before the 
huge stones of all the remains 
of Herodian glory. Then 
from the distrancc the sound 
of singing could be heard. A 
phalanx of men appeared, 
their arms round each other's 
shoulders, all wearing skull- 
caps and some with fringed 
prayer shawls. They danced 
in shuffling little steps across 
die yard like a rippling cen- 


tipede. Their singing was 
stentorian and aggressive. 

It was as if, here, religion 
was some kind of competi- 
tion, a contest in excess 
rather than a call to inner 
development. In places like 
this there is something about 
the collective religious ex- 
perience that seems trivialis- 
ing, superstitious and oppres- 
sive. Indeed, Jerusalem has 
not changed since Christ’s 
day: here religion is power, 
the subjugator of individual- 
ity, an oppressor. In Jeru- 
salem, religion seems a rock 
not to be built upon but to be 
stumbled over, broken upon. 
But h has always drawn peo- 
ple as well. Fr. Jerome Mur- 
phy O’Connor, one of the 
leading authorities in biblical 
archaeology at the Ecole- 
Biblique in the city had great 
doubts about the veracity of 
the Magi’s stoiy. “You're 
talking about a metaphor but 
a very powerful metaphor," 
be said, looking over Jeru- 
salem from the roof of the 
college. “You might find the 
modern equivalents of the 
story in the experiences of 
refugees in so many different 
countries — people guided by 
circumstances over which 
they have no control." 

That is an experience 
which is more common in our 
time than ever before — in 
the past 10 years the number 
of refugees and displaced 
people in the world has dou- 
bled — there are today some 
20 million people without a 
home. “The Holy Family 
were forced out of Beth- 
lehem; they first went to 
Egypt, but even later they 
couldn’t come back to Judaea 
becuase the next regime was 
jut as bad," said Fr. Jerome. 
“That's why they eventually 
ended up in Nazareth, where 
a .new city. was being built. 
That sort of ‘guidance 1 reson- 
ates in our experience much 
more than the story of a 
star." 

Not far from Bethlehem is 
Deisha, a refugee camp for 



Palmyra: for thousands of years an oasis in the Syrian desert and still a region 
of political tension 


about 2,000 Palestinians. 
Perhaps that is the place 
where modem magi should 
seek a child to be bom; not in 
wealth or power but on the 
margins of what the world 
holds to be important. 

And so, the next day. we 
covered the final dozen or so 
miles of the journey, to Beth- 
lehem. After all the grand 
history of Palmyra. Damas- 
cus and Jerusalem this final 
destination was a run-down, 
seemingly seedy little town 
where life looked very ordin- 
ary with shopkeepers setting 
out their stalls in its narrow 
streets in front of graffiti 
painted walls. 

Entering Manger Square, 
the eye was drawn not to the 
basilica or even the new tour- 
ist shopping centre but to the 
police station with its lookout 


tower. Soldiers, casually 
swinging their arms, wan- 
dered around the square, 
much as members of the 
occupying Roman army must 
have done 2,000 years be- 
fore. Bethlehem was in Arab 
hands until it was occupied by 
Israel during the Six Day War 
in 1967. But things were 
changing. The Israeli troops 
withdrew a week before 
Christmas as part of the 
peace plan to hand over West 
Bank towns to new Palesti- 
nian authorities. 

Behind it all stood the 
basiclica, a big building with 
a tiny door, only 4ft high. We 
stooped and entered. It was 
not yet 8am. but inside they 
were singing already. The 
Church of the Nativity stands 
over the cave identified by 
the second-century Christian 


apologist, Justin Martyr; it 
was built by Helena, the 
mother of the first Christian 
Roman Emperor, Constan- 
tine. In the grotto beneath 
the altar we crawled on all 
fours to the spot where the 
birth is said tq have taken 
place. How could anyone 
know this, part of me ram- 
bled sceptically. But another 
part wondered in a different 
way about the grey slate floor 
that lies beneath the marble 
and silver. 

But in the end there was 
nothing there, apart from the 
residue of the veneration of 
millions of believers across 
the ages. Christ was bom in a 
meaner place. He is not .here, 
I thought, and wondered how 
far it was to the refugee camp 
at Deisha. 


The Independent 


Jordan hosts UNCTAD 


King Fahd, driving force 
behind modern Saudi Arabia 



(Continued from page I) 
in helping developing coun- 
tries overcome their prob- 
lems. 

The second document, Dr. 
Smadi said, will address 
cooperation among the Asian 
countries in fields of develop- 
ment and trade. 

“It is expected that long 
discussions on those issues 
will take place in order to 
prepare a working agenda foe. 
the mother conference in 
South Africa this April,” he 
said. 

“We hope to reach a com- 
mon vision to carry out coop- 
eration strategies among the 
Asian group for the next UN- 


( Continued from page 1) 

security services killed Mr. 
Ayyash and that Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres had 
been informed of his death. 

A leaflet signed by the 
Islamic militant group Hamas 
said Mr. Ayyash, known as 
“the engineer," had been kil- 
led. Islamic militants blamed 
Israel and vowed revenge. 

However, some Palestinian 
officials expressed doubt, and 
police said they had not 
found a body despite an in- 
tensive search. 

Earlier Frii’-y, Palestinian 
polk* searched the Jabaliya 
wfogee camp and the town of 
wit Lahiya for the scene of 
lolling amid reports that 
Mr. Ayyash died in an explo- 
sion and later* that he was 
foot to death. 

A convoy of 15 police cars, 
fofoulances and news vehi- 
cles went up and down the 
foeets of the town, followed 
crowds of youths and 
footned questions such as “is 
Yehiya Ayyash dead?” 

At nightfall, police sur- 
fofotdcd » partially finished 
{*o*torey building, and the 

“Cad of the Palestinian secret 
jovice in Gaza, Mohammed 
Uahlan. entered along with a 
*fo*or officials from Hamas' 
folitaiy wing known a Izze- 
** A1 Qassam. 


CTAD meeting,” he added. 

Dr. Smadi told reporters 
recent developments in the 
Middle East have to be 
accompanied with economic 
changes in order to bolster 
the peace process. 

He said he believed that in 
order to achieve comprehen- 
sive development in all the 
countries of the Asian group, 
some problems have to be 
overcome such as indebted- 
ness and investment which 
will be given significant atten- 
tion during the conference. 

Dr. Smadi also stressed the 
importance of investment in 
all countries and sectors of 


Afterwards, reporters were 
given a handwritten leaflet 
that said, “Hamas announces 
to its people the death of 
Yehiya Ayyash." 

The leaflet blamed Israeli 
security agents for the death, 
and vowed revenge. Howev- 
er, police came up empty 
handed. 

“We didn’t find anything in 
that building, no bodies, no 
weapons or traces of blood," 
said Palestinain police Col. 
Abdullah Hamoudah. 

Israeli security forces went, 
on high alert, expecting re-' 
venge attacks. 

Mr. Ayyash was blamed by 
Israel for seven suicide bomb 
attacks that resulted in the 
deaths of at least 55 victims 
and about 300 wounded not 
including the suicide attack- 
ers who were killed. 

In recent weeks, reports 
had suggested Mr. Ayyash 
had met with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat to dis- 
cuss a truce by militants in 
their attacks against Israel. 

He also was rumoured to 
have visited the Gaza Strip 
town of Rafah to pay a con- 
dolence cal! on the family of 
Fathi Shakaki, the leader of 
the Islamic Jihad militant 
group who was assassinated 
Oct. 26 in Malta. Palestinians 
blamed Israel for the killing, 
but Israeli officials declined 


die Asian group. 

Without saying that he 
meant Asia’s southeast re- 
gion, which has witnessed a 
surge in investment in the 
past decade. Dr. Smadi said 
that “investment should be 
directed towards all countries 
and sectors of the poup.” 

Asked if there was a link 
between the Middle East and 
North Africa Economic Sum- 
mit (MENA) and UNCTAD, 
Dr. Smadi said there was a 
significant relation between 
die two, as MENA Summit 
focused on development 
issues in relation with peace. 
This conference, he added, 
will expand the scope of eco- 
nomic discussion and focus 
on the results of investment 


port. 

Israeli officials welcomed 
the news that Yehiya Ayyash 
had been killed but declined 
to say if Israel was in any way 
connected. 

- In Beit Lahiya, the death 
of Mr. Ayyash was 
announced on mosque louds- 
peakers and at a rally. 

“Hamas is saying that our 
hero, the hero of all the 
bombings is a martyr," said 
the mosque announcer. 

An official at a Hamas rally 
that had been scheduled in 
the town announced over a 
microphone that “the Islamic 
movement regrets that our 
hero, the engineer, has been 
assassinated by the Mossad.” 

After the announcement, 
panic erupted with hundreds 
of people running in the 
streets as a convoy of police 
cars and ambulances rushed 
to the scene. 

First news of Mr. Ayyash’s 
death was reported by Israeli 
radio and television stations 
which said he died in an 
explosion in a house in this 
town at the northern end of 
the strip near the major cros- 
sing point to Israel. Later, 
they said he and a woman 
were shot to death. 

Israel's Police Minister 
Moshe Shahal welcomed the 
report of Mr. Ayyash's 
death, refusing to respond to 
a question about whether the 
operation was a joint effort 
between Mr. Arafat’s PNA 


and development. 

As for the absence of Israel 
from the meeting. Dr. Smadi 
said that Israel was never part 
of the Asian group nor a part 
of the Group of 77. 

Dr. Smadi said that four 
Asian countries will not 
attend the meeting. The Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Qatar, 
Syria and Bahrain have not 
responded to the invitation 
yet, he said. 

Hie Ministry of Industry 
and Trade is the organiser of 
this event along with a num- 
ber of international organisa- 
tions. 

UNCTAD general confer- 
ences are held every four 


and Israeli security forces. 

“I think he deserves it," he 
said. 

Mr. Shahal said on Israel 
radio that the steps were 
being taken to thwart any 
attempts to avenge Mr. 
Ayyash’s death. 

Mr. Ayyash, 30, earned an 
electrical engineering degree 
from Bir Zeit university in 
the West Bank in 1993 and 
reportedly learned to make 
bombs in Iran. He was from 
the West .Bank town of 
Rafat. 

Mr. Ayyash became a hero 
to some Palestinians, espe- 
cially in the impoverished re- 
fugee camps of the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank. He 
reportedly escaped death 
narrowly on many occasions 
and sometimes travelled dis- 
guised as a Jewish settler or a 
woman. 


Britain denies 

(Continued from p^e 1) 

Domi nica 's Prime Minister 
Edison James said on Thurs- 
day he did not expect Mr. 
Masaari to come to the is- 
land, almost ail of whose 
71,000 people are Christians. 

“He is very likely to choose 
to to another country of his 
choice, rather than come to 
Dominica,” Mr. James said 
in a statement. 


By Steven Swindells 
Reuter 

DUBAI — King Fahd Ibn 
Abdul Aziz, who on Monday 
handed the running of the 
government to his younger 
half-brother, is a former play- 
.boy prince who became the 
driving force behind the mod- 
ernisation of Saudi Arabia. 

King Fahd handed over the 
reins of government to 
Crown Prince Abdullah so 
that he can rest after suffer- 
ing a stroke in November. 

Long before King Fahd’s 
accession to one of the 
world’s richest thrones on 
June 13, 1982, be was a pow- 
er behind the scenes in the 
large Saudi royal family. 

The Saudi government says 
he was bom in 1922. 

He took over the throne on 
the death of his half-brother 
King Khaled to become the 
fifth sovereign of the state 
founded in 1932 by his father 
Abdul Aziz Bin Saud after 
years of territorial conquest. 

Some critics suggested that 
King Fahd’s playboy image as 
a young man and advocacy of 
Western-style reform posed 
questions about his ability to 
rale a deeply conservative 
nation. 

But his political skills 
helped give Saudi Arabia a 
leading position in the Arab 
World and an influential in- 
ternational role. He consoli- 
dated the status of the royal 
family, while Saudi society 
remained largely unchanged. 

In August 1090, he allied 
Saudi Arabia with the United 
States against Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait. But deployment 
of more than half a million 
Western troops on the king- 
dom's soil caused a conflict of 
values among the conserva- 
tive Saudi population of 12 
million nationals and more 
than five million foreign 
workers. 

Some Western-educated 
professionals demanded 
more freedoms while reli- 
gious leaders sought a clamp- 
down on anything they 
deemed contrary to the strict 


King Fahd Ben Abdul Aziz 

| rules of the austere Wahabi 
'sect of Islam to which most 
(Saudis belong. 
i King Fahd showed no in- 
clination for dramatic social 
change in a society where 
•there are no cinemas, ^ wo- 
men are veiled in public'and 
|forbidden from driving, and 
alcohol is banned. 

[ But in early 1992, treading 
la fine line to avoid alienating 
middle-class professionals 
and religious fundamentalists 
alike, he introduced limited 
political reforms. 

The following year, he set 
up a 60-man appointed shura 
(consultative) council and de- 
creed the ministerial terms 
were to be limited to four 
■years. 

The moves were de- 
nounced by some in the West 
as too shallow. 

But at iiume they were 
seen as a step further in King 
Fahd’s moves to modernise 
Saudi society by allowing 
some personal freedoms and 
paving the way for an orderly 
succession. 

As he ascended the throne 
in 1982. the Middle East and 
the international situation 


posed major problems for the 
world's biggest oil-exporting 
nation. 

A global glut had started to 
depress oil export prices, 
squeezing the desert king- 
dom’s extensive development 
projects. 

In October 1986, a few 
months afteT prices plum- 
meted from more than $30 a 
barrel to below $10, King 
Fahd showed a tough streak 
when he fired Sheikh Ahmad 
Zaki Yamani, who had been 
oil minister for 24 years. 

He appointed Planning 
MHster Hisham Nazer to 
si. cecd Yamani and was cre- 
dited as the driving force 
behind an agreement of the 
Organisation of feu oleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
in 1986 to cut output in a bid 
to boost prices to $18 a bar- 
rel. 

Meanwhile the Iran-Iraq 
conflict and ;h_ use of Mus- 
lim fundamentalism 
threatened the security and 
stability of the conservative 
Arab states along the West- 
ern shore of the Gulf. 

King Fahd responded by 
developing economc and 


security ties with the other 
nations of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council — Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates and Oman. 

He gave massive financial 
backing to Iraq against non- 
Arab Iran, while building the 
Saudi military to a formid- 
able level. 

In March 1989 he sealed a 
non-aggression pact with 
Baghdad, apparently to calm 
Gulf Arab concerns that the 
1988 ceasefire with Iran 
might tempt Iraq to revive 
long-held claims to the west- 
ern Gulf states. 

Riyadh also maintained 
dose relations with the Un- 
ited States, although not un- 
critical of what it saw as 
Washington’s pro-Israeli bias 
and lack of direction in Mid- 
dle East policy. 

After the Gulf war the 
King came out strongly be- 
hind Washington's drive to 
end the Arab-Israli conflict, 
playing a key role in bringing 
reluctant Arab states such as 
Syria to the Middle East 
peace conference in Madrid 
in October 1991. 

King Fahd joined the gov- 
ernment in 1953 as the coun- 
try’s first education minister. 
He served as interior minister 
from 1962 to 1975, and first 
deputy prime minister from 
1975. He was named crown 
prince when King Khaled 
succeeded assassinated King 
Faisal in March 1975. 

In October 1986, King 
Fahd changed his title from 
majesty to “the custodian of 
the two holy mosques" — 
Islam’s holiest shrines at the 
cities of Mecca and Medina. 

A devoted family man, he 
shuns pomp and does not 
wear the gold “eqal” (head- 
dress band) favoured by his 
father and King Faisal. 

King Fahd’s health has 
been the cause of concern for 
several years. In 1994, a U.S. 
doctor performed gall blad- 
der surgery on him at a Jed- 
dah hospita. Overweight and 
diabetic, he uses a walking 
stick to relieve discomfort 
from a painful knee. 


years. 


Hamas ‘engineer’ killed 


to confirm or deny the re- 



Jordan earns $322m from 
exports of phosphate, 


phosphatic fertilisers 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
dan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany (JPMC) Friday 
announced that its exports of 
raw phosphate and phospha- 
tic fertilisers in 1995 were 
worth $322 million, up from 
S277 million in 1994 and $217 
million in 1993. 

A company statement said 
that exports of phosphatic 
fertilisers, which last year 
amounted to 690,000 tonnes, 
were mainly responsible for 
the increase in revenues. 

According to the state- 
ment, the company last year 
exported a total of 3.S8 mil- 
lion tonnes of phosphates and 
sold 1.14 million tonnes to 


the industrial fertiliser com- 
plex in Aqaba. 

In the past year, the com- 
pany concluded deals for ex- 
porting phosphate to Bel- 
gium during 19%, said the 
statement which noted that 
this year will also witness the 
completion of the first expan- 
sion project at Shidieh mines 
which will start initial produc- 
tion in the coming months. 

The statement said that 
with this expansion, the Shi- 
dieh mines will alone produce 
three million tonnes of phos- 
phate annually. 

According to the state- 
ment. the JPMC is currently 


implementing a phosphate 
compound fertiliser plant, in 
cooperation with a Japanese 
firm, adding that production 
will start early in 1997. It said 
that work on the phosphoric 
add project at Shidieh was 
going ahead and production 
was expected in early 1997. 


The statement said that 
JPMC is currently conducting 
studies with a Norwegian 
firm to boost the production 
of phosphoric acid while stu- 
dies continue for the second 
expansion project at Shidieh 
to boost its phosphate pro- 
duction to 6.5 million tonnes 
by the middle of 1999. 


Saudi Arabia in drive 
to expand mining sector 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia is planning to 
invest billions of dollars in 
projects to expand its mining 
industry as part of a drive to 
diversify its oil-reliant eco- 
nomy and cut metal imports, 
experts have said. 

The kingdom, the world's 
biggest oil supplier, has 
already identified several 
projects that could exploit its 
massive mineral wealth and 
turn the non-oil mining sector 
into a main source of income, 
they said. 

The projects cover de- 
velopment of phosphate re- 
serves in the north close to 
the border with Iraq and Jor- 
dan at a cost of around 6.55 
billion Saudi riyais ($1.74 bil- 
lion >. according to bankers in 
*nc kingdom. 

.Another project involves 
development of iron ore re- 
serves in the northwest at a 
cost of around 2.06 billion 
rivals (S550 million). 

Development also includes 
copper mines west of Riyadh 
while a joint venture with the 
United States has been cre- 
ated. The Arab-American 
Sheild Company for Minerals 
Development is due to start 
operation in 19% to exploit 
copper, silver, gold and zinc 
mines in the town of Najran 
a: a cost of more than 300 
million riyais ($80 million). 

“There’ are plans to carry 
out large projects in the min- 
ing sector as part of the gov- 


ernment's drive to boost the 
non-oil sector." Saudi oil 
ministry undersecretaiy for 
mineral wealth, Ibrahim Al 
Khubairi. said last week. 

“This will largely expand 
that sector and push growth 
in it to around nine per cent 
annually during the sixth de- 
velopment plan." he said in 
comments published by the 
Gulf press. 

The sixth five-year plan, 
which was approved last 
year, is the most radical de- 
velopment scheme in Saudi 
Arabia's history as it fore- 
casts lower spending but 
large investment and re- 
forms. including privatisa- 
tions. The plan will focus on 
boosting non-oil sectors and 
it targets a> 3.8 per cent 
annual growth rate. 

Economists in Saudi Ara- 
bia said most of the mining 
projects would be carried out 
in participation with the pri- 
vate sector. This reverses the 
previous Saudi policy of hav- 
ing a government monopoly 
on major industrial projects. 

Saudi Arabia, which sits 
atop a quarter of the world’s 
proven oil reserves, began to 
encourage the private sector 
after its economy was hit 
hard by weak crude prices 
and huge payments for the 
Gulf war. 

Officials hope the exploita- 
tion of more than 35 types of 
minerals in the kingdom will 
increase non-oil revenue and 


expand the industrial sector. 

“By developing its mining 
industry. Saudi Arabia is 
aiming not only to extract ore 
and sell it to external markets 
bur also to set up national 
industries that are associated 
with such minerals," Mr. 
Khubairi said. 

Saudi Arabia possesses the 
largest mineral wealth in the 
Gulf, including around 20 
million tonnes of gold ore, 60 
million tonnes of copper, 10 
billion tonnes of phosphates 
and millions of tonnes of 
other elements- 

In 1994, it produced nearly 
28 million tonnes of gold, 
copper, phosphates, iron, 
zinc, magnesium, bauxite, 
gypsum and potassium. Sales 
of part of the production 
fetched more than $533 mil- 
lion, according to officials. 

Riyadh has already utilised 
pan of its mines, with the 
setting up of two large iron 
plants at a cost of nearly 4.6 
billion riyais ($1.22 billion), 
employing 2.530 people. It 
has also pumped around 17 
billion riyais ($4.53 billion) 
into the cement and gypsum 
industry, pushing its produc- 
tion to around 18 million 
tonnes per year. 

“By the year 2010. Saudi 
Arabia is set to become a 
mining country, given its 
large mineral wealth and the 
capabilities to exploit it," Mr. 
Khubairi said. 


S. Korea unveils ’96 
macroeconomic targets , 
aids small firms 


SEOUL I AFP) — South 
Korea Friday unveiled mac- 
roeconomic targets designed 
to help steer its high-growth 
economy to a soft landing in 
19% and announced the crea- 
tion of a department to help 
small businesses. 

Economy and. Finance 
Minister Rha Woong-Bae 
told the cabinet that the gov- 
ernment had set the 1996 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth rate target at 
somewhere between 7.5 per 
cent, down from last year’s 
estimated GDP growth rate 
of 9.3 per cent, a government 
spokesman said. 

Stock prices fell 3.2 per 
cent on the Korea Stock Ex- 
change Thursday and slid 
another 0.6 per cent Friday 
amid reports that South 
Korea's economy might be 
headed for a rough landing 
because of rising internation- 
al raw material prices. 

Mr. Rha also said at the 
cabinet meeting presided 
over by President Kim 
Young-Sam that any GDP 
growth rate higher than 7.5 
per cent would increase infla- 
tionary pressure in view of 
the limited economic growth 
potential. 

inflation would be curbed 
Jl a lower level than last 
year’s, with the rise in the 
consumer price index set at 
4.5 per cent, down from last 
year’s estimate of 4.7 per 
cent. 

To meet this inflation 
target, the government would 
ensure that money supply 
would be curbed at some- 
where between 11.5 per cent 
this year, down 0.5 percen- 
tage points from 1995. 

In return for lower econo- 
mic growth. South Korea 
would be left with a smaller 
currwnt account deficit this 


year than last year. 

Massive imports of capital 
goods and materials to fuel 
the explosive growth of the 
past year were blamed for the 
dramatic increase in the cur- 
rent account deficit last year. 

The 1996 current account 
deficit would be somewhere 
between $5 and $6 billion, 
about $3 billion less than last 
year's Mr. Rha said. 

Kim Young-Sam said at 
the meeting that while the 
country's powerful con- 
glomerates turned out to be 
the main beneficiaries of the 
economic boom of recent 
years, the woes of small and 
mid-sized business firms had 
only deepened. 

The president told the 
cabinet to establish a special 
government office to help 
nurture small business firms. 
The office will be in place by 
the end of next month, a 
government official said. 

He also pledged to double 
low-interest loans of up to 
$2.6 billion this year and 
promised to lower a variety 
of taxes for small and mid- 
sized firms. 

Hundreds of small and 
mid-sized firms have been 
going bankrupt due to a 
financial pinch and mounting 
competition from abroad. 

They were the hardest hit 
by the outbreak of slush- 
money scandals of former 
president Roh Tae-Who and 
his predecessor Chun Doo- 
Hwan, which sent panicked 
private lenders into curbing 
loans. 

Those firms outside the 
country’s huge conglomer- 
ates, most of whom have 
exhausted their collateral, 
have been stranded, facing 
closed doors at banks and 
finding even high-interest pri- 
vate loans unobtainable. 


Crosswords 
not received 


Sri Lanka 
plans better 
care for 


migrant 

workers 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lanka plans to take better 
care of the half million mig- 
rant workers who provide its 
biggest source of foreign ex- 
change, media minister 
Dharmasiri Senanayake has 
said. - 

Mr. Senanayake told a 
news conference the migrant 
workers, 80 per cent of them 
domestic servants, remitted 
35 billion rupees ($660 mil- 
lion) annually and had over- 
taken tea and textiles as fore- 
ign exchange earners. 

“What is required is better 
welfare facilities for the 
workers, better terms and 
conditions of employment 
and due care for runaway 
housemaids who seek sanctu- 
ary in our embassies 
abroad,” he said. 

The labour ministry plan- 
ned to send representatives 
to the Middle East, Singa- 
pore and South Korea to 
study the problems of work- 
ers, some of whom were in 
severe difficulties, be added. 

The government has 
appointed an inter- 
ministerial sub-committee to 
see how the problems of mig- 
rant workers can be allevi- 
ated and to find more jobs 
overseas for Sri Lanka's un- 
employed. Mr. Senanayake 
said. 


Colombo applies 
to join APEC 


Meanwhile, Sri Lanka has 
applied to join the 18-nation 
Asia Pacific Economic Coop 
e ration (APEC) to gain 
stronger economic bargaining 
power within a regional 
grouping. 

“We are the first country in 
SAARC (South Asian 
Association for Regional 
Cooperation) to apply to juin 
APEC.” he told a news con- 
ference. “APEC is going to 
be important in the future.” 
India and Pakistan had also 
expressed a desire to join 
APEC, he said. 


Egyptian ministers promise 
faster privatisation 


CAIRO (R) — Economic 
ministers in the new Egyptian 
cabinet have promised to 
press on with privatisation 
through new share issues on 
the stock exchange. 

Economy Minister Nawai 
Al Talawi, in an interview 
published in the government 
newspaper Al Ah ram Friday, 
said she expected to work on 
this with the public sector 
ministry which has handled 
the slow-moving privatisation 
programme. 

“This will help in offering 
more shares in public sector 
companies on the market, 
espeooily as there are a large 
number of companies which 
have been evaluated and 
much experience has been 
acquired in offering shares," 
she said. 

Public sector banks could 
sell off parts of their share 
portfolios “to enrich and acti- 
vate the market,” she added. 

Public Sector Munster Atef 
Obeid, who held the same 
post in the outgoing cabinet, 
told reporters after taking the 
oath of office Thursday that 


the state would reduce its 
shareholding in some com- 
panies to less than 50 per 
cent. 

In many cases the state has 
sold only 10 or 20 per cent of 
the shares in public-sector 
companies, retaining full con- 
trol of the management for 
itself. 

“Implementation of priva- 
tisation will be accelerated 
and this means offering more 
shares in companies which 
have already been partially 
privatised and in some new 
companies which will offer 
shares for the first time,” the 
government newspaper Al 
Gomhuria quoted Mr. Obeid 
as saying. 

Neither minister men-' 
tiooed specific companies 
and Mr. Obeid said each 
company would be examined 
case by case. 

Despite repeated prom- 
ises, the Egyptian state has 
sold only block of shares to 
the public since July last year, 
when it cancelled the sale of 
shares in Heliopolis Housing 


and Development because of 
the poor response. 

In November it sold 29 per 
cent of the equity of Helwan 
Portland Cement for 167 mil- 
lion pounds. 

The slow pace of privatisa- 
tion has been one of the 
obstacles to an agreement be- 
tween Egypt and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). 
Serious talks with the fund 
will resume later this month 
after a break of more than a 
year, officials say. 

If the IMF approves of the 
government's economic poli- 
cies, Egypt’s creditors will 
waive a last tranche of official 
debt worth about 54 billion. 


Al Abram quoted Ms. 
Tatawi as saying that a de- 
valuation of the Egyptian 
pound was out of the ques- 
tion. 

“The present stability of 
the pound is the best proof of 
that,” she added. 

The IMF had pressed for a 
devaluation but late last year 
it changed tack, saying this 
was no longer on the agenda 


Share prices end week 
at 155.28 points 


By Kbattab Salman 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — Share prices de^ 


are prices j 
dined at the Jordan stock 
exchange despite a year-end 
closing high and a decision by 
the Central Bank of Jordan’s 
(CBJ's) to increase the 
amount of credits banks can 
lend for financing subscrip- 
tions in or purchases of 
shares, stocks or financial 
papers. 

The price index slipped 
3.270 points in the first four 
days of trading at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) to 
dose at 155.280 points of the 
index which is based on price 
shares of 60 major companies 
listed at AFM. 

The weekly report of AFM 
put the trading volume at JD 
6,837,918 ($9,768,454.3). 

Brokers said that it was still 
early to examine the impact 
of the CRTs recent memor- 
andum on the market, but 
said it should be effective. 

The new CBJ regulation 
allows banks to lend up to JD 
500,000 ($714285) to any per- 
son or JD 1 million to any 
company or institution seek- 


ing financing to invest in 
stocks and shares. These 
limits axe subject to the 
approval of CBJ. 

The report said that the 
shares of 72 companies were 
traded this week with 34 
dropping, 35 gaining and 
eight unchanged. 

Over 2.2 million shares 
changed hands this week 
through 1879 contracts. 

Sectoral indices showed 
that the service companies’ 
index was the only one to 
gain this week, up 0.65 points 
or 0.5 per cent rise with a 
turnover of JD 514591 
($735,130). 

B anks and finanaal institu- 
tions' index slimed by 3.14 
points or by 1.67 per cent but 
accounted for the highest 
volume of trading totalling 
JD 4,177.484 ($5.9 nriffion)! 

The industrial index lost 
4.2 points or (3.26 per cent) 
with a turnover of JD 
2,017,498 ($2.9 million), and 
the insurance companies in- 
dex lost 0.94 points or a 0.71 
per cent doip with a volume 
of trading ' of JD 128345 
($183,350). 


Dubai creates 
finance body 


DUBAI (AFP) — The Gulf 
emirate of Dubai has created 
a finance department to pre- 
pare its budget and oversee 
auditing and other activities 
at local government offices, 
the official news agency 
WAM has reported. 

The department, which 
amounts to a finance ministry 
for the emirate, will supervise 
the release of the annual 
budget, manage state funds, 
and oversee auditing and 
other financial activities at 
local departments, it said. 

It mil also run government 
investments, propose laws to 
attract capital, supervise the 
lending policy and study draft 
agreements on avoiding dou- 
ble taxation with other coun- 
tries, the agency said. 

It is Dubai's first finance 
body as the emirate's annual 


budget and other financial 
operations had been under- 
taken by the economy de- 
partment. 

Dubai, the second biggest 
and wealthiest member of the 
UAE, does not publish its 
annual budget but bankers 
estimated it at more than five 
billion dirhams ($1.36 billion) 
annually over the past five 
years. 

Dubai produces around 
300,000 barrels per day of oil 
fetching it nearly $2 billion a 
year. The other sources of 
income are aluminium ex- 
ports, the Emirates airlines 
and revenues from its dry 
docks, the biggest in the re- 
gion. 

Its gross domestic product 
was estimated at around 34 
billion dirhams ($9.26 billion) 
in 1994- 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergert 


Travel Agency 



“We want to go someplace where dull 
people with no money and no energy 
can have the time of their lives ” 


China urges officials to pay 
attention to people’s hardships 


BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese 
officials' all-out pursuit of 
economic growth and neglect 
of the hardships faced by 
many citizens are threatening 
reforms and national stabil- 
ity, the party mouthpiece has 
said. 

The People's Daily, in a 
front-page commentary on a 
joint State Council and party 
central committee circular 
calling for greater efforts to 
help poor and disadvantaged 
individuals, said that “now 
some leading cadres push 
economic construction but 


pay little attention to peo- 
ple's lives.” 

“They think that so long as 
the economy develops, all 
problems will be settled so 
they have little concern for 
people's interests. This is in- 
correct,” the commentary 
added. 

In reality, economic con- 
struction itself relies on unit- 
ing and nurturing the poten- 
tial of the whole population, 
it said, urging cadres at all 
levels to change their work 
style and go down to the 
grassroots to “listen to the 


voices" of the people and 
carry out serious investiga- 
tions into their problems. 

“This is a political task 
linked with the reform of oar 
country, the development 
and stability of the whole 
nation,” it said. 

The commentary reflected 
concern in the Chinese lead- 
ership over increasing dis- 
plays of discontent by indi- 
viduals who have missed out 
on the benefits of economic 
reform and instead seen then- 
standard of living fall in the 
face of rapidly rising prices. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hunt! Arnold and MHw Aigkfon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


REVUC 
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OFTEN THROWN 
OUT PORING 
SPRING CLEANING. 


NABYRD 


' Y 

L 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem : T 1 [ T t T ] 

N. A /Ts. A N. 4*Tv A.^Tv.^1 
(Answers tomorrow) 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: METAL MOUTH TIMELY BENIGN 
Answer Where a fanner puts his money — 

IN THE TILL 


Peanuts 


LOOK AT ALL 
THE PEOPLE I 
HAVE TO 5EMD[ 
CHRISTMAS] 
CARDS TO i 


IF IT 
BOTHERS 
V0U, WHY 
DO V0U 
DO IT' 7 




BECAUSE 
IF I DON'T, j 
THEN'LL 
HATE ME.. 

f^2 r 







SO L0N6, 
LORETTA! 



Andy Capp 


OH 



/VMJCH THE SAME, 
I'M PLAYING 
GREATONE WEEK 
AND LIKE A 
BIG DAFT LAD 
THE NEXT 



SDWHYDONTYDU 
FW EVERY OTHK 
WEEK? THEN WE <^0 
COJJLDSO ID BINGO, 
UPOK’ROUNDTHE f 
SHOPS 0ft SOMETHING 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


he'll never awaken 
THAT GUV UNLESS I 
GO help him 1 


MY NEIGHBOR IS HARD OF 
HEARING/ you'll have to 
KNOC 1 


fcftNG'BANG/ 

'-.BAN G! 




HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SATUR- 
DAY, JANUARY 6, 1996 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Allies are more than will- 
ing to cooperate with yon at 
this time in some joint pro- 
ject so long as you do not 
pressure them. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Rivet your attention on 
making your environment 
more functional and charm- 
ing. Much of value can be 
accomplished today. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 

21) You have to prepare 
carefully if you are to enjoy 
the pleasures you have in 
mind. Calm yourself and then 
you can have a good time. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Home and 
family should be first on the 
agenda today and much can 
be accomplished for the 
loved ones who live under 
your roof. 

LEO: (Jnly 22 to August 21) 
Getting in touch with as 
many allies as you can in the 
outside world and wotting 
together energetically can 
bring fine results today. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don’t quarrel 
over money or property dur- 
ing the daytime today, and 
later tonight you know just 
how to handle the matter. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Plan bow to 
handle some responsibility in 
the morning today and don’t 
try to squirm out of it, by 
evening it is nicely settled. 


evening it is nicely 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You want to 
get at the bottom of some 
puzzling situation at this 
time, but do so quietly for 
best results and accept the 
assistance of knowledgeable 

people. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) You 
could resent what others are 
expecting of you, but don't 
lose your temper and all 
works out fine for you in the 
long run. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Don't permit 
an outside matter to get your 
hackles up and study it objec- 
tively to get best results with 
it for you to be successful. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) A fascinating 
fellow associate wants to take 
you on a little trip today and 
if it means gathering informa- 
tion you need, do so. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You are anxious to 
get more completed than is 
feasible, so schedule your 
time and energies wisely and 
you do well enough. 


Births tone of January: Game** 
rose Quartz 
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but price index is 


By Khattab Salman 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The director 
general of the Amman Finan- 
cial Market (AFM) 
announced Thursday that 
1995's price dosing was the 
highest in five years. 

Dr. Omayyah Touqaan 
said that the AFM index 
dosed at 159.17 points, up 
10.84 per cent from 1994. 

Dr. Touquan indicated at a 
press conference held at the 
AFM during which he re- 
vealed the year-end report on 
the performance of the mar- 
ket, that the turnover in 1995 


was JD 419 million ($598.6 
million) which was down 15.4 
per cent from 1994’s volume. 

The report showed that 
175.8 milHon shares changed 
hands through 210.8 
thousands deal. 
Yearly-sectorial indices 
showed that share prices of 
banks and industries were up 
19.31 per cent and 1.42 per 
cent respectively. The insur- 
ance companies share prices 
last 5.39 per cent and the 
services 1.13 per cent. 

“A joint listing of com- 
panies would be -carried out 
between AFM and the prop- 


osed Palestinian stock ex- 
change to be established in 
Nablus, West Bank,” Dr. 
Touquan said. 

He added that there was a 
ready-to-agn agreement on 
joint listing of companies 
with Bahrain and that a simi- 
lar agreement would shortly 
follow with Oman. 

Dr. Touquan also pointed 
out that the government is 
currently drafting a “financial 
papers law" which differenti- 
ates between the regulating 
and monitoring bodies at the 
AFM. 

He expressed optimism 


that this year would be a 
good one for the AFM but 
noted that “we still need 
more flexible laws and by- 
laws to facilitate easier a rress 
into the AFM.” 

Concerning foreign invest- 
ments, Dr. Touquan said that 
36 companies applied for in- 
vestment permits to the gov- 
ernment with a total of JD 
145 million, but these com- 
panies were not given per-' 
mits. 

“Total foreign investment 
during 1995 at the AFM 
reached JD 8 million from 
permits prior to June 1994. 


Since that date no foreign 
company was granted a per- 
mit because of the freeze in 
that process awaiting the re- 
cently adopted investment 
promotion law,” he ex- 
plained. 

The government two 
weeks ago adopted a law 
which eliminated curbs on- 
foreign investments at the 
stock exchange. 

Brokers said that since the 
adoption of the law, applica- 
tions totalling JD 500 million 
are awaiting to enter the mar- 
ket. 31 per cent of the JD 3.5 
billion capitalised stock at the 


AFM is of Arab ownership 
while foreign non-Arab own- 
ership at the market still stag- 
nates at 1.7 per cent. 

Concerning the profitabil- 
ity of companies at the AFM 
the annual report showed 
that net profits before tax in 
the first naif of 1995 were JD 
107 million, up JD 11 million 
for the comparable period in 
1994. Banks and financial in- 
stitutions accounted for JD 
78 million, industrial com- 
panies JD 16 million, services 
companies JD 9.4 million and 
insurance companies JD 3.1 
million. 
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^ DAJANI 

JEWELLERS . 


Gems of the worid . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 



; Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

In Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas 

Furnished/unfumished for 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810S09, 810520 


STUDIO ^UG 

Professional Quality! in 
1 Hour Service / 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and geu- 

• JUMBO photo 
Mhm 30% larger 


Frt. enlarge- 
20 x 30 em 


ri 


Shmeisani- Qpp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604012 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelfiyefi 



H.O.TEL 
•SECURITY 
-HOSPITALITY 
'GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
* — Li*Jl *— < -v ".y fi 

! tfjj— u <U£jL*n 

363944 - 816690 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
ret 693399 


mmmm 

f AA 4 
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j Teppamjaki j 
I Sashimi 


05 


i 667171 exf. 223 

; AW.NW v.v VW.V .VAV/.VAV/- TA‘." I 


For Res. 812997 SI 41 18 
Mecca St Daoud Center 



'ANABEL 
REAL ESTATE 


FOR RJEJNT 


Deluxe Villas 
&Appartments 
in Amman 


for ibrther detail j^ease call 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


Tfm Addntte U Amm 



Quality Furnished Suites 


It 

_ Restaurant 

Vvili % : 


^ 667171 ext. 223 

tel 



D/SmUNT 


FOR IWSEK 


JUDE CENTER 

! * HOM 6 fiCCCSSORICS 
furniHire 


Abdoun - Tel: 819564 
S'.ve;f|5:h . Srhine Cairo fenk ■ Mobil Phone -{079)29339 




NOUgOZl 


* European Steaks & Chicken 
’ Middle Eastern Grills 
■ Pizza 4 Snacks 

* Hamburgers 
•Mazca, Salads 
- Argate 


Tel: 642830 

Jabal Amman, 3rfl Clrcla 


TOipdTi 

4'«owb'; 






ii 


RENT A CAR 


baT der- 


Main office 

King Abdallah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 


EQsaSflt^ g] 

I SHMESANITEL 6800931 

W 

CROWh HOT' 

'INDQOBHE/i 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


MAURICE AKKAWI 
& SONS 


'■Francesco . 

smalto 

^Men's Wear : 






V'l 

Louis Fcmud 


»■ f. 


i 


Ladies Wear 


'Amra Hold Commercial Center 

Tel, 864721 . 




‘SQUASH COUST 

TEL 758180 


SALES OFFICE S05643 - 6901 57 II 
I R ADIO a TV STATION RpJ 


ASSARAYA 

Rent a car j 

Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 /Fax 684973 

Aqaba Office 

Tel. 03-31 6265 / Fax 31 6265 

Emergency Call 24 Hours 

079/21526 

Shmlsani King AMuiiab Gardens 
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A review ol news from the Arabic press jj 




j 
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A! Amin Investment 
completes registration 
starts operations 

WITH THE completion of registration procedures, the 
A1 Amin Investment Company has started operations, 
according to Islamic principles, which ban usery. The 
company, which has a JD 10 million capital, will diversify 
its investments in shares, debentures and other financial 
papers in addition to investing in industrial, commercial, 
agricultural, real estate and touristic projects. Other 
activities that the company will be carrying out include 
subscribing and trading in shares of companies end 
conducting brokerage services at the stock exchange and 
underwriting issues of financial papers to be floated for \ 
public subscription as well as managing securities port- ! 
folios. The company's board of directors comprise Ivfo^tsa i 
Sbehadeh (chairman), the Jordan Islamic Bank (vice- } 
chairman), A1 Amin Securities Company, A1 Tawfiq for j 
Investment Funds, the Arabian Steel Pipes Manufacturing [ 
Company, the Jordan Engineers Association-Red renieni . 
Fund, AI Rizq Commercial Company, Mohammad /‘kb&Ui J 
Razzeq Al Daoud, Othman Mohammad Budair and iht j 
Amman Investment and Securities Company as members 
(Al Ra'i). j 

ABB, JISD sign joint venture 
agreement for a service workshop 

** AN AGREEMENT was signed last week between 
JISD, Jordan Investment and Southern Development, 
represented by its General Manager Mazin A] Nasser, and 
Near East Electrical Industries Ltd., the ABB Asea Brown 
Boven organisation in Jordan, represented by its Near East 
Area Ntenager Gian Francesco Imperiali, for the establish- 
ment of a joint venture. The new company will develop a 
service workshop for the rewinding of high voltage motors 
and the servicing of electro-mechanical equipment and 
components. The workshop will be based in Aqaba and will 
serve the industry in Jordan and the neighbouring coun- 
tnes. The total investment for this project will reach $1 5 
60 P® r 061,1 equity held by ABB and 40 per 
cent by JISD. ABB’s commitment to expand its operation 
ui Jordan has become manifest since it decided to establish 
its headquarters for the Near East in Amman; since then 
already three ventures have been initiated; two of them 
being industrial companies. The Amman organisation is 
responsible for the ABB business in Jordan, Lebanon 
Palestine and Syria. ABB is one of the world’s larres! 
groups in electrical engineering for the electric porver 
generation, transmission and distribution, industry, trans- 1 
portation and environmental control. ABB comprises ! 
■more than 1,000 companies operating in more than 140 
countries with main manufacturing centre in over tnzr -^0 
-countries. ABB employs 208.000 people worldwide zkd 
had an order intake of S32 billion in 1994. ABB spends 
, about S2.5 billion of its sales on R&D each year, and has 
so ^ e 17,000 scientists and engineers working in research 
and product development worldwide, with eight res“~~h 
centres in Europe and the U.S. JISD is an tnvestmer.: 
company established by the three largest industrial corr- 
panies in Jordan (Arab Potash Co., Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Co. and Jordan Cement Factories) for the devefop- 
ment of the southern region of Jordan through economical- 
i fc 5 s,We 5,11311 31x1 medium scale projects. JISD has 
already developed several joint ventures with different 
technical partners. 


TEXAS OIL COMPANY 

Seeks success oriented individual or company to 
represent its line of high performance rooiinq 
products. Outstanding earnings and growth 
opportunity. No prior roofing experience needed. 
We're professionals in our field with 60 years 
experience and offer complete training. 

Please respond in English to F.P. Thomas, 
Senior Vice Pres., Southwestern Petroleum. 
Box 961005, Ft. Worth, Texas 76161 USA 
Phone: 817 - 332 - 2336, 

Telex: 163222, Fax: 817 - 877 - 4047. 



Financial 

Markets 

jogian^ytes 

ta co-operation with 1 

Cairo Amman BataK 

§. 



CoboxI Bwife of Jordan Exchange Rata EuIImdn 

Pata: 4/I/I996 



Currency 

Bid 

Offer 



UJS. Dollar 

O.IOSO 

0.7100 



Sterfinj PoOAd 

1.0966 

1.1KI 



Deutsche Mirk 

0.4(91 

0.49IS 



Swiss Fnmc 

0.6074 

0.6104 * 



-French Fnac 

0.1435 

0.1440 



J^uex Yen" 

0.6129 

0.6156 

i 


Dutch Golkicr 

0.4369 

0.4391 



Swedish Kroa 




* 

XlAhan Lira* 

0.0460 

0 046! 



Belgian Franc 









j 

i 




DAM! J/I/J99* 

i 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer j 

1 


Bahraini Dinar 

1.8690 

1.8780 ■ 



Lefraoese Un" 

0 .043146 

0.044S1S 



Saadi Eiyal 

0.1810 

0.1898 


1— 



L' 

LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (RJ — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Friday. 

One U.S. dollar 

One sterling 
One ounce of gold 

1.3572/82 Canadia n dollar 

1.4458/68 Deutschemarks 

l.'6188/98 Dutch guilders 

1.1656/66 Swiss francs 

29.71/75 Belgian francs 

4.9480/30 French francs 

1580. 8/2. 3 Italian lire 

103.94/04 Japanese yen 

6.6210/10 Swedish crowns 

6.3710/60 Norwegian crowns ! 

5. 5886^98 Danish crowns i 

1.4252/52 Singapore dollars 

0.7411/16 Australian dollars • 

7.7340/50 Hong Kong dollar* 

SI. 5490/00 
S3S6.30/396.80 
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Bulls keep winning; T- Wolves 
beat Suns for first time 



CHARLOTTE (AP) — 
Shaking off the distraction of 
a ' somber homecoming. 
Michael Jordan scored 27 
points Thursday night and 
helped lead the' decisive run 
in the Chicago Bulls* 117-93 
victory over Charlotte. 

Jordan, playing about 192 
kilometres from where a man 
is!on trial for the July 1993 
slaying of his father, added 
five assists and five rebounds 
before sitting out the entire 
fourth quarter. 

Jordan's 34-minute per- 
formance helped Chicago im- 
prove its league-leading re- 
cord to 27-3, a mark that also 
represents the best 30-game 
stan in the Bulls* history. 

There were 16 lead 
changes and four ties before 
Chicago took control with a 
19-6 run bridging the end of 
the first half and the start of 
the second. Jordan had seven 
points in the surge, and De- 
nnis Rodman added six 
points and six rebounds as 
the Bulls built a 61-51 edge. 

Timberwolves 98. Suns 93: In 
Phoenix. Tom Gugliotta hit a 
19-footer from the comer late 
in the game, bringing Minne- 
sota from behind for the final 
time, and the Timberwolves 
beat the Phoenix Suns for the 
first time in their seven-year 
existence. 

Gugliotta. who scored 19 
points, got his final basket 
with 2:39 to play, a jumper 
that gave the Wolves a 91-90 
lead. Doug West made two 
free throws with 1:48 remain- 
ing. and Gugliotta assisted on 
a dunk by West with 32 
seconds to go as Minnesota 
went ahead 95-91. 

Gugliotta also got the 
game's last rebound, pulling 
down a 3-point miss by 
Michael Finley and hitting a 


free throw for the final score. 

Christian Laettner had 21 
points and eight rebounds 
and Isaiah Rider added 18 
points. Finley had IS points 
for Phoenix, Charles Barkley 
17 and Tony Smith 14. 

Supersonic? 84, Heat 81: In 
Miami, Gary Payton came up 
with a crucial jump ball and 
then made three cmcial free 
throws in the fourth quarter 
as Seattle won its seventh, 
straight game. 

With 25 seconds left and 
the Sonics leading 81-78, 
Payton forced Keith Askins 
•into a jump ball. Kevin Willis 
of Miami appeared to have 
control, but' the ball skirted 
loose and Payton came .up 
with it and drew a foul. He 
hit both shots to put the 
Sonics up 83-78. 

Askins hit a 3-pointer to 
pull the Heat to 83-81 and 
Payton, who had 18 points, 
countered with a free throw. 
Miami had a chance to send 


the game into overtime, but 
Rex Chapman's 3-point shot 
went Askew after he collided 
with Hersey Hawkins while 
shooting. 

Shawn Kemp led the 
Sonics with 21 points. Haw- 
kins added IS points for Seat- 
tle. 

Willis scored a season-high 
25 points and pulled down 15 
rebounds. 

Knicks 105. Nets 93: In New 
York, seven Knicks scored in 
double figures and Charles 
Smith came off the bench to 
lead a fourth-quarter rally as 
New York broke a three- 
game losing streak. 

New York, which had lost 
four of its previous five 
games, won for the first time 
since Patrick Ewing went 
down with an ankle injury. 

Looking confused on off- 
ence and lackadaisical on de- 
fence through the third quar- 
ter. the Knicks played with 
purpose in the fourth, hold- 


’ NBA 

— 

Thursday's results 


Atlanta 

104 

Toronto 

101 (OT) 

^Chicago 

117 

Charlotte 

93 

Seattle 

84 

Miami 

81 

New York 

105 

New Jersey 

93 

Washington 

112 

Dallas 

100 

Minnesota 

98 

Phoenix 

93 

Sacramento 

126 

Denver 

96 

NBA 

— Wednesday's results 


Portland 

114 

Boston 

110 (OT) 

Orlando 

121 

Toronto 

110 

Chicago 

100 

.Houston 

86 

Milwaukee 

96 

Detroit 

82 

San Antonio 

111 

Utah 

97 

Golden State 

122 

Philadelphia 

111 

Indiana 

110 

LA Clippers 

94 


ing the Nets to 18 points in 
the period. 

Smith scored eight of his 13 
points in the final period. 
Hubert Davis, another re- 
serve, bad 16, and John 
Starks and Anthony Mason 
each had 13. Charles Oakley 
added 12. 

P.J. Brown led the Nets, 
who have lost four of their 
last five games, with 23 points 
and 11 rebounds. 

Bullets 112, Mavericks 100: 
In Landover, Maryland, 
Juwan Howard scored 18 of 
his 27 points in the second 
half as Washington dealt Dal- 
las its eighth straight road 
loss. 

Howard had eight re- 
bounds to go along with his 
27 points, which matched his 
season high. Robert Pack 
scored 23 and Gheorghe 
Muresan had 17 points and 13 
rebounds for the Bullets, who 
were without starters Chris 
Webber (strained shoulder) 
and Calbert Cheaney (sore 
lower leg). 

Jim Jackson led Dallas 
with a season-high 33 points 
and George McCloud had 21. . 
The Mavericks haven't won 
on the road since Dec. 1 and 
have dropped eight of nine 
overall. 

Hawks 104, Raptors 101.OT: 
In Atlanta, Mookie Blaylock 
scored 8 of his 26 points in 
overtime after Steve Smith 
forced the extra period with a 
3-pointer as Atlanta snapped 
a three-game losing streak. 

Smith, who scored 27 
points, gave the Hawks a 
92-92 tie with 7.7 seconds left 
in regulation. Blaylock put 
Atlanta in front to stay in 
overtime when he hit a 14- 
footer in the lane for a 94-92 
lead with 2:49 to play. 


Amman prepares to host 
Asian Squash Championship 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Jordan Squash Federation 
(JSF) is putting the finishing touches on final 
preparations for hosting the 8th Asian Squash 
Championship which opens in Amman Mon- 
day. while three of the 13 participating teams 
were due to arrive here today. 

The Al Hassan Squash Centre, considered 
the region's most sophisticated squash arena, 
will be the venue for the eight-day cham- 
pionship bringing together the largest Asian 
gathering in the sport. The participating 
delegations represent Bahrain. Hong Kong. 
India, South Korea. Kuwait. Lebanon, 
Malaysia. Pakistan. Palestine. Sri Lanka, 
Singapore. Taiwan and Jordan. 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
had inaugurated the Kingdom's newest sports 
facility which offers six courts including two 
centre courts seating 700 and 200 spectators 
respectively. 


Officials and-players of the. Jordanian team 
were elated with the hosting of 'the cham- 
pionship at the new centre. 

JSF Chairman Mohammad Siraj Friday told 
the press that the championship would mark a 
turning point for the sport in the Kingdom. 
"The world’s best players will be in Amman. 
It is a great opportunity for our players to 
benefit from their experience.'* 

Mr. Siraj said that it was an honour for 
Jordan ro host such a championship and that 
he hoped local sponsors would support such 
initiatives in the Kingdom. He said the cham- 
pionship's cost amounts to JD 50,000. 

Monday's opening ceremony will be held at 
4 p.m. at the Sports Palace Court. 

During the championship, the general 
assembly of the Asian Squash Federation will 
hold its meetings in Amman on Jan. 9. 



Sascha Hupmann (I) of TSV Bayer Ger-. 
many and Igor Kurashov of CSKA (Mos- 
cow) fight for the control of the bail under 


the basket during European Cham- 
pionship on January 4 in Moscow (Reu- 
ters photo) 


FIFA 
lash out at 
Maradona 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— FIFA general secretary 
Sepp Blatter on Friday slam- 
med Diego Maradona's 
threat to bring players out on 
strike during the World Cup 
if plans for bigger goals go 
ahead. 

"We must remember that, 
in 1986, (Maradona) needed 
to use his hands to score a 
goal.” Blatter said in refer- 
ence to the controversial goal 
scored by the Argentine 
against England in the 
tournament's quarter-final in 
Mexico. 

Maradona's threat to lead 
players out on strike at the 
1998 finals in France, pub- 
lished in a Spanish magazine 
earlier this week, came after 
Blatter proposed enlarging 
the goal to make games more 
exciting. 

Under the plan, goalposts 
would be widened by the 
width of two balls — approx- 
imately 50 centimetres — 
while the height of the cross 
bar would increase by one 
ball's diametre. 

"Maradona has said many 
things in his life... I do not 
think players will go on 
strike." Blatter told a news 
conference after attending 
the draw for the Asian Olym- 
pics qualifying tournament 
here. 

"In 1998 he will be 38 years 
old and I'm not sure if he will 
be able to play,” he added. 

Blatter said that national 
football associations and 
clubs were still divided over 
the proposal. 

"(The plan) is creating a 
lot of interest. We hope to 
get a second division team in 
Europe to try it later this 
year.” he said. 

Blatter said that goalkeep- 
ers were taller and bigger- 
built now and there were 
better boots for scoring. 

“There are also more 
opportunities to score, but 
more teams tend to opt for 
more cautious and defensive 
games, instead of attacking.” 
he said. 

Peter Velappan. Asia's top 
soccer official, said earlier 
Friday he would support the 
controversial plans, but said 
he doubted it would help- 
make football a better specta- 
cle. 

"I think about football like 
the Church — there is only a 
little amount you can change 
before you alter the whole 
essence.” said Velappan. 
general secretary of the 
Kuala Lumpur-based Asian 
Football Confederation. 

But Velappan said he fully 
supported FIFA's desire to 
look at ways of making foot- 
ball more attractive, which 
have involved proposals such 
as basketball-style timeouts, 
and kick-ins instead of throw- 

ins. 



Dolphins head coach Don Shula greets his son 
Cincinnati Bengal head coach Dave Shnla (left) 
prior to the start of their matchup October 2 
1994 in a meeting that marked the first time in 


American pro sports history that a father and 
son have coached against one another (Reuters 
photo) 


Shula quits as Dolphins’ coach 


MIAMI (AP) — Don Shuia's 
record-breaking reign as the 
Miami Dolphins’ coach is 
over. 

"It was a tough decision, 
one I haven't had to make in 
33 years of coaching," Shula 
told WTVJ-TV on Thursday, 
his 66th birthday. 

Shula had one year left on 
his contract but decided to 
call it quits after a league- 
record 347 victories. This sea- 
son he led a Miami team with 
Super Bowl expectations to a 
9-7 record and a 37-22 first- 
round loss in the playoffs 
Saturday at Buffalo. 

He called this season his 
most frustrating and was 
offended by newspaper col- 
umns and polls suggesting it 
was time to quit after 26 years 
in Miami. The availability of 
Jimmy Johnson, former 
coach of the Dallas Cowboys 
and college football's Miami 
Hurricanes, only increased 
pressure on Shula despite his 
unmatched career record of 
347-173-6. 

Dolphins owner Wayne 
Huizenga attended a birthday 
party Thursday for Shula but 
declined to confirm that his 
coach had resigned. 


“We'll talk tomorrow," 
Huizenga told WPLG-TV. 
"It's not appropriate to say 
anything right now." 

Shuia's decision followed a 
meeting with Huizenga on 
Wednesday. It was unclear 
whether Shula might remain 
with the Dolphins in another 
capacity. 

As recently as Sunday, a 
day after the loss to Buffalo. 
Shula said he would honor 
the final year of his contract. 
Dolphins spokesman Harvey 
Greene said he last spoke 
with Shula on Wednesday, 
after a reporter phoned 
asking whether the coach still 
planned to return next sea- 
son. 

“Coach's answer to me 
was. ‘nothing has changed.’” 
Greene said. “This has 
caught me by surprise if it’s 
true." 

Reaction to the news in 
South Florida was mixed. 
During halftime of the Miami 
Heat's game against Seattle, 
some fans cheered a broad- 
cast on video monitors and 
the public-address system 
saying that Shula had res- 
igned. 


But Heat coach Pat Riley, 
who shared a recent Sports 
Illustrated magazine cover 
with Shula, had only praise 
for the Dolphins' coach. 

“He’s simply one of the 
greatest coaches in the his- 
tory of any sport — period," 
Riley said. "I believe that 
under the circumstances, the 
man has so much dignity and 
pride and respect that it was a 
very difficult year for him." 

Dolphins linebacker Bryan 
Cox said the criticism was 
unfair. 

"South Florida doesn’t 
know what they're going to 
miss yet." Cox said on his 
weekly radio show. “Next 
year at this time they'll be 
talking about, ‘we want Shula 
back.’” 

WPLG sportscaster Jimmy 
Cefalo . who played u nder 
Shula from 1978-84 and hosts 
the coach's weekly television 
show, said he still thinks Shu- 
la is a good coach. 

“I think he took a very 
difficult situation with a 
handful of prima donnas and 
brought them into the play- 
offs." he said. “I don't dis- 
agree with his decision.” 


Graf’s 
father 
to stay 
in jail 

STUTTGART (R) — The 
father of German tennis 
star Steffi Graf failed on 
Thursday in his latest bid to 
be allowed out of prison 
.-while public prosecutors 
probe a multi-million dollar 
tax evasion case which also 
targets ber. 

A judge in the south- 
western city of Mannheim, 
where Peter Graf is being 
held, ruled that the player's 
father should stay in prison 
but did not give reasons for 
the decision. 

The verdict was the latest 
in a series of rulings reject- 
ing Grafs bids to get out of 
jail. Prosecutors have 
fought every attempt, 
arguing he could flee or 
could alter evidence while 
investigators probe allega- 
tions that the family 
dodged tax. 

Lawyers for Graf can 
appeal against the ruling. 

Graf has sought to phi- 
cate prosecutors by malting 
two written statements on 
his tax arrangements. But 
he has yet to allow himself 
to be interviewed by au- 
thorities. 

Graf, who was placed in 
investigative custody in 
August, has managed his 
daughter's finances since 
early in her career, during 
which she is believed to 
have earned about 100 mil- 
lion marks ($70 million). 

Steffi Graf has already 
deposited 20 million marks 
($14 million) to cover taxes 
investigators say may have 
been evaded. 

Peter Graf broke his si- 
lence over the affair with a 
first written statement in 
early December, in which 
he said his multi- 
millionaire daughter had 
nothing to do with the tax 
allegations. 


Packers pin hopes on Favre 


GREEN BAY. Wisconsin (AP) — Strong 
safety Leroy Butler was asked to name three 
reasons why the Green Bay Packers presume 
they can upset the Super Bowl champion San 
Francisco 49c rs on Saturday, especially with 
an average defence. 

“Brett. Brett and Brett,” Butler said, as in 
Favre, Favre and Favre. 

Favre. named the U.S. National Football 
League's most valuable player after setting an 
NFC record with 38 touchdown passes and 
guiding green bay to its first NFC central title 
in 23 years, simply smiled and shrugged. 

He’s used to this sort of endorsement, 
starting with his coach. But Favre also had a 
few words of encouragement for his strong 
safety this week. 

“I want Leroy to know we need a little help 
out of them, too," Favre said. “We’re going 
to try to put up as many points as we can. If 
they can hold them, you know, we can win 
this ballgame.” 

Green Bay's inconsistent and 14th-rated 
defence relied on Favre's big year to go 11-5. 
The defence recorded an NFL record-low 16 
takeaways and the pass rush diminished in the 
final month after defensive end Reggie White 
tore his left hamstring. 

But in Sunday's 37-20 wild-card victory 


over Atlanta, defensive coordinator Fritz 
Shurmur unveiled a new defensive scheme 
that held Atlanta to a mere 21 yards rushing. 

To slow down star receiver Jerry Rice, 
Shurmur is cooking up new tricks to' disrupt 
the 49ers, something he did exceedingly well 
while with the Rams for nine seasons. 

“He comes up with some pretty good 
stuff.” Butler said. “I think that's going to be 
the key.” 

Even coach Mike Holmgren, not usually 
one to boast, proclaimed after Sunday's 
game: “We’re going to win it all. why not? 

Whether it was a psychological ploy or 
something said in the heat of the moment, it 
became an incentive for the 49ers. 

Favre said he saw nothing wrong with what 
his coach said. 

“I hope all the players feel that way.” said 
Favre. “call it Cocky, call it what you want. 
We can’t just sit here and say, ‘man, San 
Francisco's great. It's going to be tough.'... 
we're pretty good, too.” 

Butler said Holmgren has replaced his 
proclamation with words of warning. 

“He has toned it down some," Butler said. 
“But deep down inside, he believes we’re 
going all the way. We believe it. too. And 
Brett is the reason." 


Milan splash out $225 ,000 for new pitch 


ROME (R) — Italian League 
leaders AC Milan have 
splashed out $225 .OX) to have 
the city-owned San Siro pitch 
returfed in time for their 
opening new year game 
against Sampdoria. 

Milan, who go into Sun- 
day’s game one point clear of 
second-placed Fiorentina. 
have drawn their last two 
home games against Napoli 
and Torino. 

On both occasions Milan 
coach Fabio Capello argued 
that the poor condition of the 
San Siro pitch had handicap- 
ped his side's attacking game. 

Since stadium renovations 
were carried out for the 19% 
World Cup. the San Siro 
pitch has sparked consistent 
controversy. It has been re- 


turfed 10 times in the past 
five years. 

The Milan attack will be 
led on Sunday by newly 
crowned European foot bai- 
ler of the year Georges 
Weah. flanked by Roberto 
Baggio and Marco Simone. 

Dejan Savicevic is not yet 
fully fit and he will be re- 
placed by Zvonimir Boban in 
midfield alongside Marcel 
Desail !y and Demetrio 
Albertini. 

For the second time this 
season Sampdoria rum to a 
second choice goalkeeper in 
21-year-old Matteo Sereni. 

First choice Angelo Pagot- 
to. who is to undergo a knee 
cartilage operation, originally 
came into the side at the start 
of the season following an 


injury to former Italian inter- 
national Walter Zenga. 

Second-placed Fiorentina 
• travel to face in-form AS 
Roma, who beat champions 
Juventus 2-0 in Turin on the 
final day of 1995. 

This match brings together 
two Swedish midfielders. 
Jonas Them of Roma and 
Stefan Schwarz of Fiorentina 
who began their professional 
careers together at Swedish 
Club Malmo. 

Them argues that Fiorenti- 
na *s successful season owes a 
lot to Schwarz. “He‘s an in- 
spirational figure on the field, 
a player who always wants to 
win, who never gives up.” he 
said. 

"If this year's Fiorentina 
are a much improved side. 


much of that is because of 
Schwarz’s arrival." 

Schwarz, in his first season 
in Italian soccer since a move 
from English club Arsenal, is 
unconcerned about playing 
against his old friend. 

“For me, it’ll be just 
another game. There are no 
special games or opponents." 
he said. ^ 

The game also provides an 
Argentine derby in attack 
where Fiorentina look to 
Gabriel Batistuta, leading 
marksman on the 10-goal 
mark, and Roma to Abel 
Balbo. 

Champions Juventus, cur- 
rently fifth six points behind 
Milan, travel to Bergamo to 
face Atalanta. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


•95 ce OA 10 54 AKQJ7G3 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
L TANNAH HlRSCH 
OiNiTnknUMa>iiw he 


Tho bidding has proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* Pass Ia 

2* Pan 29 


Pa» 

Pan 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*7 9 TJ8B3 2 J-ABBS *Kfi 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1* Pan 1” Pam 

la Pan ? 

What anion do you lake? 

A - You have the wrong hand to 
pass, and arc not strong enough tu 
bid two diamonds — thnt would be 
unconditionally forcing nnd. with 
your partial misfit and minimum 
values, you don'L wont to net too 
high. Bid one no trump. Should 
partner pass, you are almost cer- 
tainly in your best spot. 


Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

AA954 7J852 vA 10 9 8 as 

The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1A IT Pm ? 

What do you bid now? 

A ■ We don’t care what sort or non- 
vulnerablc overalls partner makes. 
Wc cnn'l imagine any North hand 
which won't offer at least some play 
for gurae To bid anyth inf; lens than 
four hearts cams the "Chicken or 
the Year" award. 

Q. 3 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


What do you bid now? 

A - You have a dead minimum 
opening bid and. afler a diamond 
lead, your har.J could be worthless 
nt any contract other than clubs. 

Bid three dubs. 

Q. 4 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

a 6 <710 765 2 OA luH -t *A7 2 
The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

j-NT Pass 3 a Pan, ■ 

3T Pass 7 

Whji do you bid now? 

A - No matter what range vou use 
for your two-no-trump opening bids, 
you should be interested in slam. 

, things olT by cue-bidding four 
dubs and see how partner reacts. 
Regardless of partner's rebid. fallow 
up by cue-bidding five diamonds. 

By implication, these cue-bids agree 
heart* as the trump suit. 

® ■ Ao South, vulnerable, you 


hold: 

aA 4 7KQJ107 -JA8762 *A 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1<7 Pma. 2 a P*» 

What do you bid now? 

A • You ha ve a very strong hand, W 
there's a strong tendency to show it 

by jumping to three diamonds. 
Hoiwever, there is a possibility ota 

misfit, and to jump with such a 
moth-eaten suit could get you 
beyond your best spot of three n» 
trump. Bid two diamonds. 

■ Q. 6 * Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

AAJ753 <738 OE742 ** 4 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH W 31 
1-7 DM ? 

What action do you take? 

A ■ Thera's one way, and only od®* 
to show a strong hand when yw* 
right-hand opponent intervew* 
with a takeout double. and am 
no reason to treat »bta hand any 
fcrenLly. Redouble. 


Gascoigne 
facing 
further ban 

GLASGOW (AFP) — Ran- 
gers’ controversial midfielder 
Paul Gascoigne will start a 
two-match suspension later, 
this month after a stormy 
match with Aberdeen at 
Ibrox in November. 

He was given a one-match 
suspension after escaping ac- 
tion by the match referee and 
12 disciplinary points wear 
against his name after a spe- 
cial hearing by the Scottish 
Football Association. 

Now yellow cards in Ins last 
two matches have taken the 
($7 million) Rangers star 
over the 16-point threshold 
for the second time since 
arriving from Lazio last sum- 
mer. 

He will miss the premier 
division match against Hearts 
at Ibrox on January 20 
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the Baile y 

looks to 
1 Sta Master 

jail Oats 
again 

' ‘ LONDON (R) — Top train- 

, . : e r Kim Bailey has returned to 

■ form just in time for Satur- 

day’s jumping showpiece, the 
King George VI chase at 
Sandown Park, where Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup winner 
- Master Oats is on a retrieval 
v .'- mission. 

7 . ' Bailey had three winners at 

' ■ Nottingham on Thursday, his 
' . - first for almost a month, and 
• ■ ‘ now looks to Master Oats to 

deal with a top-class field. 

The race, traditionally 
_ staged on Dec. 26 at Kemp- 
ton, was lost to a Christmas 
freeze but has been revived 
as part of Saturday’s San- 
down fixture. 

The weather claimed 
• another victim earlier in the 
> week when the spectacular, 
■■ front-running Dublin Flyer 
was pulled out after veteran 
trainer Tim Forster found 
'• himself unable to work the 
horse properly because of ice 
■ and frost on the gallops. 

Dublin Flyer had been fan- 
' ■ cied to follow up his battling 
' victory in November’s MacK- 
esoti Gold Cup and his abs- 
ence is a blow. 

< Master Oats flopped badly 
•• on his seasonal comeback 
race at Chepstow early in 
-• December and was routinely 
.. dope-tested after being pul- 
r led up in the home straight. 
Jockey Jamie Osborne re- 
' ported: “The engine just 
stopped running.” 

Despite that setback, Mas- 
ter Oats is now 11-2 fourth 
favourite for Saturday's race 
following the defection of 
Dublin Hyer, with rising star 
One Man "at 5-2 favourite and 
Barton Bank, winner of the 
King George in 1993 and last 
fence faller in 1994, at 7-2. 
Talented Irish raider Merry 
Gale is a 5-1 chance. 

Bailey, welcoming Thurs- 

day's change of fortunes, 

said: “There's been nothing 
wrong with the horses, we've 
\ just experienced a lot of bad 

v ' ' r ’ ■ ■ luck recently and in this game 
, . it’s all about being lucky.” 

; ^ Trainer David Nicholson 

and jockey Adrian Maguire 
“ will testify to that after Bar- 
~ ton Bank's dramatic 1994 exit 
which handed victory to 
■ French raider Algan. 

Algan is in Saturday’s field 
but at 14-1 he is much less 
fancied than stable compan- 
ion Val d’Alene (8-1). Both 
are trained by Francois Dou- 
men who has a formidable 
King George record with four 
previous victories. 

One man, a striking grey 
horse, attempts to bridge a 
26-year gap by delivering suc- 
cess for his trainer Gordon 
Richards. 


Stich 

pulls out of 
Australian 
Open 

MELBOURNE ( AP) — For- 
* mer V’imbledon champion 

Michael Stich has withdrawn 
from the Australian Open 
tennis championships to be 
. held later this month, tourna- 
ment organisers confirmed 
Thursday. 

The German player has 
been troubled by an ankle 
injury. 

He suffered a 6-4, 6-4 loss 
to Petr Korda of the Czech 
Republic in the Qatar Open 
i in Doha Wednesday and then 
sent official notification to 
Australian officials. 

Stich, who has played only 
two matches since fracturing 
an ankle in Vienna last Octo- 
ber, said he needs another 
three or four weeks to recov- 
er from the injury. 

Stich is the second leading 
German player to withdraw 
. from the tournament. Steffi 
... Graf, also citing an injury, 
will not play in the women's 

singles. 

Stich, who won Wimble- 
in 1991, was the world 
- number two in 1993 but has 
^Pped to 12th. 


Switzerland in Hopman Cup final 


PERTH (AFP) — Switzer- 
land have a chan ce here 
Saturday to win the $510,000 
Hopman Cup tennis 
teams’ tournament for the 
second time. 

Martina Hingis and Marc 
Rosset earned a showdown 
with the top-seeded Croatian 
pair, Goran Ivanisevic and 
Iva Majoti, by tipping out the 
reigning champions Germany 
on Friday night. 

The Swiss pair crushed 
Martin Sinner and Ankc Hu- 
ber, winning their singles 
clashes before completing a 
dean sweep in the mixed 
doubles. 

Hingis, 15, beat 21-year- 
old Huber, previously un- 
beaten in the tournament, 
2-6, 6-2. 6-1 in 78 minutes. 

Rosset then proved far too 
good for Sinner, winning.6-2, 
6-4 in 58 minutes. 

The Swiss pair took the 
mixed doubles 6-1, 6-3. 

Hingis came back in stun- 
ning fashion against Huber 
after trailing 0-4 in tile open- 
ing set. 

“It was pretty tough at that 
stage,” Hingis said later. 

“I believe it will be difficult 
against Iva in the final, too. 
She also serves well and has a 
great forehand.” 

But Hingis will be buoyed 
by her victory over the Croa- 
tian in an exhibition in 
France a month ago. 

“I hope I can do that one 
more time,” Hingis said. “I 
have never played her in a 
tournament.” 

Rosset, like Hingis, com- 
pleted Iris third win of the 
tournament by defeating Sin- 
ner. 

He said Ivanisevic, who 
has beaten him eight times in 
10 meetings, would be a diffi- 
cult opponent. 

“I cannot say he is the guy 
I really would like to play,” 
he said. 

“But if I can keep my serve 




Swiss player Marc Rosset reads during bis Hopman Cup tennis 
match (Reuters photo) 


and try to go to the tie-break 
against him... you never 
know. 

“I have a chance even if he 
has beaten me more. I'm 
pretty confident.” 

Switzerland had their first 
Hopman Cup triumph four 
years ago when Manuela 
Maleeva-Frangniere and 
Jakob Hlasek beat Czechos- 
lovakia 2-1 in the final. 

Meanwhile the Nether- 
lands ended an unhappy 
tournament on a sad note 
Friday when injury forced 
them to forfeit their tie with 


Australia in the Hopman Cup 
mixed teams’ event. 

Richard Krajicek was 
forced to retire with a neck 
injury when trailing Mark Ptri- 
lippoussis 6-7 (2/7), 1-2 in the 
men's singles. 

His withdrawal came af- 
ter Brenda Scfaoltz-McCarthy 
had overcome Nicole Bradt- 
ke 5-7, 7-5, 6-0 in the 
women’s singles. 

The Netherlands were 
forced to forfeit the men’s 
angles and the mixed dou- 
bles, leaving Australia 2-1 
winners of die tie. 
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Barcelona, defender Miguel Angel Nadal (left) first division soccer match against arch-rivals 
celebrates his first goal for his team with Espanyoi in Barcelona (Renters photo) 
teammate Meho Kodro during their Spanish 

Leaders Atletico lose key players 


MADRID (R) — Atletico 
Madrid are hoping that the 
absence of two top players 
this weekend will not affect 
the form that has given them 
a seven-point lead at the top 
of the Spanish first division. 

Atletico will be- without 
Spanish internationals Jose 
' Luis Caminero and Kiko 
Narvaez for the home match 
against mid-table Tenerife, 
while rivals Barcelona and 
Espanyoi face more difficult 
games. 

Caminero. who picked up 
a yellow card in Wednesday's 
3-1 win at Salamanca, and 
Narvaez, who limped off with 
an ankle injury, have been 
key figures in Atletico’s re- 
vival this season. 

The absence of Narvaez — 
who could be out for four 
weeks — will probably mean 
the debut of striker Juan Car- 
los Gomez, while Caminero's 
place in midfield will be filled 
by Roberto Fresnedoso. who 
has come on as substitute in 
several games this season. 

Sitting on their lead, Atle- 
tico are already assured of 
reaching the halfway stage in 
the championship in top spot 
with two games still to play. 

Curiously coach Radomir 
Antic’s impressive record — 
won 14. drawn three, lost two 
— is identical to that he had 
when he was dismissed from 
Real Madrid in January 1992. 

Real lost that league title. 


and have not done much to 
suggest they can take this 
year’s championship. 

Currently 12 points off the 
pace in sixth. Real desperate- 
ly need to win away at Meri- 


da if they are to retain the 
league. With teenage forward 
Raul Gonzalez injured, 
coach Jorge Valdano is likely 
to turn to Jose Amavisca to 
add fire-power up front. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

In Jabal Amman (between 4th & 5th Circles). 4 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, basement with garage 
for two cars and maid's room, beautiful garden. 
Annual rent JD 15,000. 

Contact 624815 
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I nstituto 
Cervantes 


THE CERVANTES INSTITUTE 
SPANISH LANGUAGE COURSES 
FOR ALL LEVELS 
REGISTRATION IS OPEN 
COURSES START ON JAN. 7,1996 
THE CERVANTES INSTITUTE 
(SPANISH CULTURAL CENTER) 
JABAL AMMAN, 3RD CIRCLE. 
TEL. 610658 


Slazenger 
introduce 
new tennis 
balls 

PERTH (AP)- New ten- 
nis balls which make the 
sport easier for fans to fol- 
low are being tested at this 
week’s Hopman Cup team 
championship. 

The new high-visibility 
balls, manufactured by 
Slazenger, are impregnated 
with a floresoent material 
which makes them easier to 
see — particularly under 
the artificial lighting used 
for the Hopman Cup at the 
Burswood Dome. 

The new ball will be used 
throughout the tennis Au- 
stralia summer circuit, in- 
cluding the Australian 
Open. 

The ball is the second 
technological innovation to 
I be unveiled at the Hopman 
Cup. The TEL (tennis elec- 
tronic lines) system has 
been used in place of line 
judges for the past three 
years. 

Tournament director 
Paul McNamee said the 
new ball adds to the specta- 
cle for ' fans watching on 
television. 

“I have personally used 
the new high-viability ball 
and believe it to be a break- 
through in ball technolo- 
gy,” McNamee said. “Just 
watching the ball on televi- 
sion shows how much 
easier it is to sec.” 


Seles arrives for 
Australiantournament 


Kafelnikov 

tames 

Rusedski 

ADELAIDE (AFP) — Rus- 
sian top seed Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov defused the big serve of 
Britain’s Greg Rusedski to 
move into the semi-finals of 
the Australian Hardcourt 
Tennis Championship here 
Friday. 

Kafelnikov, bidding for his 
second hardcourt title here, 
beat seventh seed Rusedski 
6-2, 6-3 and will meet Argen- 
tina’s Javier Frana in the 
semi-finals. 

Frana beat his second seed 
of the tournament on Friday, 
eliminating third-seeded Ita- 
lian Renzo Furlan 7-6 (7/5), 
6-3 after ousting Australian 
Todd Woodbridge, the fifth 
seed, in the opening round. 

In the other semi-final, 
Zimbabwean Byron Black 
will play Czech Martin 
Damm. 

Black continued his march 
towards his first ATP singles 
final by knocking out second 
seed Daniel Vacek of the 
Czech Republic 7-6 (9/7), 6-7 
(7/5), 6-4. 


SYDNEY (R) — Monica Seles said on Friday 
that she hoped to be bad: at the peak of her 
considerable tennis-playing powers in time for 
the start of this year's French Open in May. 

Seles, in Sydney to take part m next week’s 
Peters International, formerly the NSW 
Open, told a news conference that she was 
happy with her progress, despite injury and 
illness since making a triumphant return to 
tennis at the Canadian Open last August. 

Seles, 22, had spent nearly two and a half 
years out of the game after being stabbed by 
an obsessed Steffi Graff fen at a tournament 
in Hamburg in April, 1993. 

Undefeated in 21 matches in Australia, 
Seles will make the next big step of her 
comeback at the Australian Open in Mel- 
bourne from January 15, a Grand Slam 
tournament she won three times between 
1991 and 1993. 

Jointly ranked number one in the world 
with Germany’s Graf, Seles went on from die 
Canadian Open to lose an emotional U.S. 
Open final to Graf early in September. 

She was prevented from playing more 
tournaments after the U.S. Open by and 

ankle injuries and a virus. 

Asked when she hoped to be back to her 
best, Seles said: “Hopefully by die French- 
Open, or maybe even the Upton Cham- 
pionships (in Florida from February 18). 

“I was hoping it would be by the Australian 
Open but all those diings caine up unex- 
pectedly and it was a pretty disappointing way 
to end the year. 

l Tm still carrying a virus and feeling pretty 
weak. Fm getting treatment every day and 
otherwise Tm very healthy and eager to get 
bade on the court,” die said. 

Hie winner of eight Grand Slam tides, 
Seles now hopes to win a fourth French Open 
to add to the three she won between 1990 and 
1992. 

Success at the French Open, Seles sug- 
gested, might also set her up for her fust 
Wimbledon tide, the only one of the four 
Grand Slam tournaments the Yugoslav-born 


American has yet to win. 

She described her Australian open win over ; 
Graf in January, 1993, as one of the highlights'; 
of her career. 

‘1 came to Australia and played some great 
tennis, and then had a great few weeks ; 
playing in Chicago and Paris,” she said. 

“I was finally able to find a balance Tennis. 
Fd have to say it was among die best few ‘ 
months of my life.” 

Life changed dramatically for Seles three 
months later and she also spoke on Friday of 
treatment she has had from sports psychology ; 
ists since the stabbing. 

“I go through different mental rehearsals to', 
get comfortable,” Seles said. 

“But one thing I don’t want is to be is , 
talking about him (her attacker) after two and 
a half years. What happened was not fair, but 
Fm at peace with that,” die said. 

Ironically, Graf is not competing m this 
year’s open after undergoing foot surgery. 

With the white dty courts in Sydney’s 
eastern suburbs still wet from early afternoon 
rain, thoughts of Seles’s safety were never far 
away. 

While Seles arrived without a security 
escort, tournament director Bany Masters ; 
said security guards would be with her at all 
times once the tournament began. 

Masters stressed security would be discreet : 
and similar to that given to other leading 
players. At least 12 security guards would be 
on duty throughout the week, with the 
tournament also adopting the standard prac- 
tice of having two guards stationed behind the 
players’ chairs during ail mathces. 

“There will be a couple of guards around . 
her at all times,” Masters said. 

“Since the incident we have always used 
security guards, but this tournament has 
always had a very friendly atmosphere." 

Masters was delighted that Seles had 
chosen the Sydney tournament as her next 
comeback tournament and expected a sellout 
6,500 centre court crowd for each of her 
matches. 


Chinese swimmers seek to repair 
tarnished image at World Cup 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
World record holder Le Jing- 
yi will lead China's efforts as 
it continues to rehabilitate its 
drag-tainted image jn inter- 
national swimming when the 
1996 World Cup short-course 
series begins here Saturday. 

China opted out of last 
year's World Cup just weeks 
after seven Chinese swim- 
mers — including two world 
champions — tested positive 
for banned drugs at the . 
Hiroshima Asian Games. 

jCe, who heads a 14- 
member Chinese team, won 
three gold medals at the 
world short-course cham- 
pionships held last month on 
Rio de Janeiro's Copacabana 
beach. 

The two-day Hong Kong 
event, the first of an eight-leg 
World Cup series, has 
attracted 130 swimmers from 
16 countries. 

Nineteen Chinese swim- 
mers, 11 of them women, 
have tested positive since 
July, 1990, coinciding with 
China's rise to the top of 
women’s swimming. 


Chinese swimmers re- 
mained in self-imposed com- 
petitive exile for most of last 
year, but returned to finish a 
distant second to Australia at 
the Rio championships. 

Some swimming nations 
had, however, made it clear 
they did not want to compete 
against China because of its 
repeated drug infractions. 
Australia. Canada and the 
United States banned 
Chinese swimmers from the 
Pan-Pacific championships 


last August. 

Largely in response to Chi- 
na’s transgressions. FIN A, 
the sport's governing body, 
adopted harsher penalties for 
steroid users in November, 
including a four-year suspen- 
sion for a first offence and a 
life-ban after a second off- 
ence. 

Le, a 20-year-old from 
Shanghai, holds short-course 
world records in. five 
women’s events. 


FOR SALE 

Duty free Mercedes 1984, 230 E 
(injection), central lock. In very good 
condition. 

Tel.:834518 (any time) 
or 871101/4935 (after 8 p.m.) ~ ~ 


INTERNATIONAL 

INVITATION [&) 

TO TENDER W 

1. The Jordan University Hospital has received a 
loan from the World Bank towards the cost of 
buying non-medical equipment (health manage- 
ment project improvement. University Hospital). 

Tendering is hereby open to suppliers of all 
member countries of the World Bank, Taiwan & 
China. 

2. Interested tenderers may obtain copies of tender 
documents from the (Central Tenders Committee 
— Jordan University) Amman against a non- 
refundable fee. 

3. All offers must be accompanied by a bid bond 
from an acceptable bank in the amount of 5 per 
cent of the total price valid for 150 days. 

4. Offers-shall be deposited at the Central Tenders 
Committee — Jordan University not later than 
12:00 p.m. March 3/1996. 


Htl» 


THE CERVANTES INSTITUTE 

Announces the opening of its: 

ARABIC FOR FOREIGNERS COURSES 
M.S. A. (Modern Standard Arabic). 
Writing and Reading Skills. 

Different Levels (three hours per week). 
Registration is open. 

The courses will start on 7th January. 

For more information please call: 

INSTITUT0 CERVANTES, Jabal Amman, Tel. No. 610858. 


Tcad Description 

No; 


21/96 Civil 
sanitary 
and electro 
mechanical 
works. 

22/96 Non-medical 
equipment, 
steam 
boiler, 
central 
chiller 
system. 

2396 Laundry, 
kitchen and 
caieteria 
equipment 


Fee offender 
Deaaneafc 


JD100.000 


Closing date for 
Depadtiag tfferc 


3.3. 1996 


3.3 1996 


33 1996 


Interested party should refer to Central 
Tenders Committee, University of Jordan, 
University Street-Amman-Al Jubeiha, & 
should be accompanied with a valid pro- 
fessional licence & commercial certificate 
in order to obtain a complete tender speci- 
fication and conditions. 

Chairman of Central 

Tenders Committee 



CINEMA TEL: 634144 CINEMA 1 

PHILADELPHIA PLAZA 

Pierce Brosnan 
as 

Janies Bond 007 
in 


Dangerous 

Minds 


GOLDENEYE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:05, 6:30. 10:30 p.m. 


Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 

* TheSanta Clause 

Show*: 12:30. 5:(K» 


CONCORD “1” 

DISCLOSURE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:3i». h. S:30. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

* Batman For ever 

Shows: 3:3v* X-.3U 

* ASSASSINS 

Shows: 6. •i:.»0 


AMMOUN THEATRE & 

CINEMA/TELJ 618274-618275 


Add imam - Yusra 
In 

NIGHTBIRDS 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 1*2:1 !0. Fi. 5:30. tt. 10:: V: 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre j 

TEL: 625155 1 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

Theplay 

“Ahlan Tatbie” 

Welcome Normalisation 

Shows: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 625155. ‘ 




Iraq sanctions extended 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Following repeated 
reports that Iraq misled and 
withheld information from 
weapons inspectors, the 
Security Council agreed Fri- 
day to maintain its 5-year-old 
economic embargo against 
Baghdad. 

The move came almost 
three weeks after Rolf 
Ekeus, the chief U.N. 
weapons inspector, said there 
was no evidence that Iraq 
destroyed its missile war- 
heads for biological weapons 
or chemical agerus. 

Mr. Ekeus also showed the 
council a missile gyroscope 
that was pulled from Iraqi 
river. He said the device is 
used to guide missiles to 
targets further than 1,900 
kilometres a distance that 
violates U.N. weapons reg- 


ulations. 

The council has said repe- 
atedly it will not ease its 
5 -y ear-o Id economic embar- 
go against Iraq until Baghdad 
fully cooperates with 
weapons inspectors charged 
with dismantling the coun- 
try's nuclear, biological and 
chemical warfare program- 
mes. 

The sanctions were im- 
posed after Iraq’s 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The council review the 
sanctions every 60 days. 

In a report to the council 
last month, Mr. Ekeus said 
that while Iraq has released 
hundreds of thousands of 
pages of documents on its 
weapons programmes “many 
of the most important docu- 
ments... are still being with- 
held from the mission." * 


Mr. Ekeus has also said 
that Iraq consistently misled 
weapons inspectors and that 
its past missile and biological 
weapons programmes were 
larger or more advanced than 
previously declared. 

The council has agreed to 
let Iraq sell up tb SI billion in 
oil to buy humanitarian 
goods every three months 
under U.N. supervision. 
Baghdad has rejected the 
offer, saying the plan infring- 
es on its sovereignty. 

Karl Inderfurth, a U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, said in a statement 
that Iraq still has failed to 
comply with all U.N. resolu- 
tions that might lead to a 
lifting of a trade embargo. . 

“We begin this new year 
with scepticism borne of ex- 
perience. Scepticism because 


for over five years. Iraq has 
refused to take the necessary 
steps which would allow the 
council to lift the sanctions 
regime." 

Mr. Inderfurth harshly 
criticised Iraq’s faulty com- 
pliance with U.N. demands. 

“This dangerous record 
makes it essential in our view 
for Iraq to unequivocally 
undertake those actions 
which will leave no doubt of 
its “peaceful intentions.” 

“The region and the inter- 
national community cannot 
afford to have this council 
have the job half-done," the 
statement said. 

He noted Iraq must de- 
monstrate peaceful intentions 
as set forth in U.N. resolu- 
tion 687 of 1991, the Gulf war 
ceasefire resolution. 


Erbakan to disregard Iraq embargo 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Necmettin Erbakan, leader 
of the pro-Islamic Welfare 
Party, main winners in the 
Turkish legislative election 
last month, said Friday that 
he would expel a U.S.-led 
force based in Turkey and 
disregard a U.N. embargo on 
Iraq if he came to power. 

"The embargo on Iraq has 
cost us S30 billion over the 
past five years." Mr. Erba- 
kan told a news conference 
for foreign journalists. 
"When we come to power, 
the first thing we'll do will be 
to secure close trade relations 
with Iraq." 

On the U.S.-led mission 
Provide Comfort, a force 
based in Turkey to protect 
the Kurds of northern Iraq 
from potential attacks by 


Baghdad troops. Mr. Erba- 
kan said: “We’ll send this 
force.” 

“The Poised Hammer 
(Provide Comfort) has no 
useful function, furthermore 
it is helping (separatist Kur- 
dish) terrorists.” he said, 
adding. “When we come to 
power, we'll kindly request 
them to leave Turkey." 
Saying “terrorists," he was 
referring to the outlawed 
Kurdistan Labour Party, or 
PKK, fighting for a homeland 
in southeastern Turkey. 

The election made the 
Welfare the largest group in 
the 550-seat parliament with 
158 deputies, but the Islam- 
ists lack an absolute majority. 

However, political analysts 
suggest that Mr. Erbakan 
may form a coalition govern- 


ment with the conservative 
Motherland Party, which 
came third in the election. 
Motherland leader Mesut 
Yilmaz, among all other par- 
ty leaders, is the only one 
who does not rule out a coali- 
tion with the Welfare. 

On Turkey's Kurdish prob- 
lem. in which over 21.000 
people have been killed in 
violence in the country's 
southeast since 1984 when 
the PKK started operating, 
Mr. Erbakan said: “We'll 
solve this question by ap- 
plying the principle of Islamic 
fraternity.” 

“Both the Turks and the 
Kurds are Muslim. We'li lift 
all pressures on the Kurds 
and bring economic prosper- 
ity to the southeast. This will 
solve the problem.” 


Mr. Erbakan also said that 
if he came to power, he 
would renegotiate a customs 
union accord, which took 
effect between Ankara and 
the European Union (EU) 
Jan. 1, since “the agreement 
has very unjust provisions for 
Turkey.” 

“They (the EU) make eco- 
nomic derisions, and Turkey 
(which is not a full member of 
the union) has to implement 
those derisions without its 
consent, according to this 
customs union agreement." 

“This kind of a relationship 
can only exist between the 
master and the slave. We 
can’t accept this," he said. 
“When we come to power. 
Turkey will no longer be th? 
servant, the slave of the 
West.” 



YAHYA AYYASH MOURNED BY MOTHER: The mother of Yahya Ayyash mourns 
her son’s death Friday while holding a portrait of her son, known as “the engineer.” 
The death of Mr. Ayyash in the Gaza strip has been confirmed by Palestinian securi- 
ty sources (see page 1 story) (Reuters photo) 


Jordan wants Arab 
meeting to discuss Iraq 


New Algerian 
cabinet named 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
urged Arab countries to meet 
for talks on how to deal with 
a worsening situation in Iraq 
and prevent it falling apart. 

The call followed regional 
criticism of Jordan's efforts 
after Iraqi defections to Am- 
man in August to convene a 
meeting of rraqi opposition 
leaders to seek change in 
Baghdad. 

“We believe in the need to 
convene an Arab meeting or 
meetings to agree on how to 
seriously work to block fore- 
ign intervention and regional 
desires that could be aroused 
by the tragic situation (in 
Iraq).’’ Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti 
told Reuters Thursday. 

Syria has met regularly 
with Turkey and Iran. Iraq's 
non-Arab neighbours, to 
coordinate policies on Iraq 
since the end of the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

"There are basic points 
which ail of us agree on., the 
need to prevent the con- 
solidation of the de facto 
division in Iraq and facing 


any foreign attempts to ex- 
ploit the existing situation in 
Iraq," he said. 

The Kurdish north of Iraq 
has been outside Iraqi gov- 
ernment control and under 
Western protection since the 
Gulf war. The Sunni Muslim 
dominated the government of 
President Saddam Hussein 
had to brutally suppress a 
Shiite Muslim rebellion in 
southern Iraq in 1991. 

Mr. Kabariti said the prop- 
osed Arab meeting “should 
discuss mechanisms that help 
the Iraqi people practise their 
right in choosing the constitu- 
tional form for a regime that 
secures and guarantees free- 
doms and rights under the 
present (ethnic) mix." 

This would help to end the 
suffering caused by the U.N. 
trade embargo imposed after 
the war and "preserve the 
unity of its people and terri- 
- tory," he said. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
has been promoting the con- 
cept of a federation among 
the major components of 
Iraq's population, but most 
of his neighbours fear this 
will divide Iraq. 

They are suspicious of his 
attempts to host a conference 


of the Iraqi opposition in 
Amman, so far preferring the 
status quo in Iraq to having to 
cope with a pew regime if 
President Saddam is re- 
moved. 

Official sources said Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak turned down a Jordanian 
request for convening a high- 
level Arab meeting in Cairo 
on Iraq during a visit to Jor- 
dan last week. 

Many diplomats and gov- 
ernment officials believe the 
idea of a broad-based Iraqi 
conference in Amman is fiz- 
zling out because of a lack of 
support in Jordan or abroad 
and deep divisions among the 
opposition. 

Instead, Jordan might en- 
courage smaller groups of 
Iraqi opposition figures to 
visit Amman for consulta- 
tions. 

But Mr. Kabariti said the 
venue and form of any 
opposition meeting, raised in 
talks the King had with Iraqis 
in both London and Amman 
recently, was still under dis- 
cussion. 

“It is originally their idea, 
and it is up lo them to define 
the formula, shape and venue 
of the meeting.” he said. 


PARIS (R) — Algeria on 
Friday named a new gov- 
ernment headed by 
Ahmed Ouyahia, the first 
since President Liamine 
Zeroual was elected in 
November. 

The cabinet list, pub- 
lished in a presidency 
stateemnt carried by the 
official Algerian news 
agency APS, includes 
changes in the foreign 
affairs ministry where 
Ahmed Attaf, a junior 
minister and spokesman 
of the outgoing govern- 
ment, replaced Mohamed 
Saleh Demeri. 

But the main economic 
ministers kept their port- 
folios with Amar Makh- 
loufi reappointed minister 
of energy and mining, 
Ahmed Benbitour, fi- 
nance minister, and 
Mourad Benachenhou. 
minister for industry and 
restructuring. 

Both Benbitour and Be- 
nachenbou were the main 
driving force behind mar- 
ket economic reforms 
backed by the World 
Bank and the Internation- 


al Monetary Fund. 

The list 'did not include 
the defence portfolio, 
which apparently re- 
mained in the hands of 
Zeroual. 

A dissident leader of 
the outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), 
Ahmed Merani, was 
named minister of reli- 
gious affairs, replacing 
Sassi Lamouri. 

Mohamed Ben Mansur, 
who supervised the orga- 
nisation of the first plural- 
ist presidential poll last 
November, remains minis- 
ter of interior. 

Mihoub Mihoubi, 
Zeroual ’s political adviser 
who also played a central 
role in his campaign for 
the presidency, was 
named as minister of com- 
munication and culture. 

Ministries of justice, 
universities and scientific 
research, Moudjahidine 
(independence war vete- 
reans affairs) agriculture 
and fishing, health and 
population, posts and tele- 
communications, re- 
mained unchanged. 


Fresh unrest erupts in 
Bahrain — opposition 


Palestinian compensation 


sparks controversy 


NICOSIA (R) — A Bahraini 
opposition group said that 
police fired tear gas and rub- 
ber bullets and arrested 
dozens of worshippers who 
gathered in a mosque to hear 
a sermon by a Shi'ite cleric 
Thursday. 

News of the fresh anti- 
government disturbances in 
the Gulf Arab island state 
.could not be independently 
confirmed. 

The opposition Islamic 
From for the Liberation of 
Bahrain said the unrest broke 
out after Sheikh Abdul Amir 
Al Jamri. a prominent 
opposition leader, delivered 
a sermon in the village of 
Bani Jamra. 

"The Incitativc (security) 
Forces attacked the worship- 
pers during Mr. Jamri's ser- 
mon and fired tear gas and 
rubber bullets on the crowd," 
the group said in a statement 
sen: to Reuters late Thurs- 
day. 

The statement said the 
cleric had been told by au- 
thorities nnr t.) deliver the 
sermon or lectures. Mr. Jam- 
ri. 55. an influential Shi'ite 
cleric and former member of 
Bahrain's dissolved parlia- 
ment, was placed under 
house arrest in March and 
jailed in April. He was re- 
leased in August. 

“Tens of nationals were 


arrested after clashes be- 
tween the gatherers and the 
Incitative Forces, and the 
forces imposed a tough 
clampdown and sealed off the 
area," it said. 

Anti-government unrest 
erupted in December 1994 in 
Bahrain after the government 
arrested a prominent cleric. 
Sheikh Ali Salman. He was 
later deported along with 
three other Muslim clerics 
accused of fanning the un- 
rest. 

The demands of Shi'ite 
opponents of the government 
include the recall of parlia- 
ment. dissolved in 1975. and 
the release of political prison- 
ers. 

About 65 per cent of 
Bahrain's indigenous popula- 
tion belong to the Shi'ite 
branch of Islam. The coun- 
try's rulers are Sunni Mus- 
lims. 

Bahrain's Emir Sheikh Isa 
Bin Sulman Al Khalifa on 
national day. Dec. 16, par- 
doned prisoners held for the 
unrest, which had largely 
died down by April. At least 
13 civilians and three police- 
men died and hundreds were 
detained in the violence. 

He said the government 
would continue to protect 
national security, restore 
order and develop the coun- 
try's consultative council. 


demand 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A senior PLO official 
angered Israelis on Thursday 
by demanding that Israel 
compensate Palestinians just 
as it received reparations for 
Nazi war crimes. 

“While Israel accepted mil- 
lions of marks from Ger- 
many. Israel refused to give 
compensation to those peo- 


C AIRO (R) — Sudan is will- 
ing to help the Lebanese gov- 
ernment investigate an Isla- 
mic fundamentalist network 
uncovered in Lebanon and 
linked to Sudan, the interna- 
tional Arabic newspaper Al 
Hayat said Friday. 

budancw. Li.v.hv Minister 
Bakri Hassan Salih told the 
newspaper that reports of a 
Sudanese link were untrue 
and the Lebanese govern- 
ment had not asked Sudan 
for any information. 

Jourouk clow to uic inves- 
tigation in Lebanon have said 


pie who lost their sons, or lost 
their eyes or lost their legs," 
said Freih Abu Medeen, re- 
sponsible for justice in PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat’s out- 
going Palestinian authority. 

Israeli politicians accused 
on Abu Medeen, a candidate 
for Palestinian council elec- 
tions Jan. 20, of comparing 
Israelis to Nazis. 


uiai men accused of killing a 
Lebanese Muslim cleric in 
August stated under inter- 
rogation that they were 
trained by Sudanese army 
officers who came to Leba- 
non last year. 

’Die Sudanese embassy in 
Beirut has already denied any 
links with the men, who are 
members of a previously un- 
known Sunni fondamemalist 
group named Esbat Al Ansar 
(Band of Supporters). 

Brigadier Salih, speaking 
in Tunis on the sidelines of a 
meeting of Arab interior 
ministers, said: "We haven’t 


The government decided 
Wednesday against blanket 
compensation for damage 
claims from the Palestinian 
uprising that erupted in De- 
cember 1987 and died down 
with the signing of an Israeli- 
PLO peace deal in 1993. It 
decided instead that a special 
committee would deal with 
“exceptional cases," officials 
said. 


yet had any communication 
(from the Lebanese author- 
ities) but we are folly pre- 
pared to cooperate as soon as 
communication arrives and 
we will spare no effort to 
coordinate." 

Sudan would then be hap- 
py to send an investigating 
team to Beirut to help the 
Lebanese, he added. 

Brig. Salih dismissed all 
the reports of a Sudanese 
connection as "media talk’’ 
and said it was most improb- 
able (hat Lebanese groups 
would seek military training 
from Sudanese. 


Sudan willing to help Lebanon 
investigate ‘Islamist plot’ 


Bosnian rivals agree 
to army liaisons 


VIENNA (Agencies) — The 
former belligerents in the 
Bosnian conflict struck two 
military accords on building 
confidence in the shattered 
former Yugoslav republic, 
the president of the confer- 
ence said. 

But the two delegations, 
representing the Bosnian 
government and Muslim- 
Croat Federation on one side 
and rebel Serbs on the other, 
were struggling to find an 
agreement on programme of 
weapons inspections, Istvan 
Gyannati said. 

Mr. Gyarmati, who is 
chairing the talks sponsored 
by the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), said the dis- 
pute surfaced after the two 
parties took part in a pre- 
liminary exchange of in- 
formation on their heavy 
aims stockpiles Friday morn- 
ing. 

The protocol on the estab- 
lishment of military liaison 
missions was adopted "by 
acclamation," he said. “It’s 
not a bad start." 

After this initial agree- 
ment, the Bosnian and Serb 
delegations could not agree 
to the type of weapons and 
army units which should be 
subject to a programme of 
mutual inspections. 

Earlier the former waning 
factions reached an accord to 
set up liaison missions for 
their respective armies, Mr. 
Gyannati said. 

The talks are aimed at pro- 
ducing a definitive agreement 
on confidence- builduig mea- 
sures for post-war Bosnia- 
Herzegovina by Jan. 26, as 
required by the Bosnian 
peace agreement signed last 
month. 

After Friday’s accord, the 
talks on confidence-building 
measures were adjourned un- 
til Wednesday. Talks on dis- 
armament will resume Jan. 
16. 

A separate series of nego- 
tiations on an arms reduction 
treaty for the whole of fonner 
Yugoslavia, designed to bring 
together successor states 
from the collapsed country, 
finally got underway Friday 
morning after a half-day de- 
lay triggered by a procedural 
objection raised by the Bos- 
nian party. 

The government delega- 
tion, headed by senior fore- 
ign ministry official Hasan 
Dervibegovic, refused to per- 
mit the Serb team to sit at the 
table as it felt this would be 
tantamount to international 
recognition for the Bosnian 
Serbs’ self-styled Serb Re- 
public. 

Norwegian General Vig- 
leik Eide, who is chairing the 
disarmament talks, finally 
drew up a compromise to get 
over the procedural hitch 
allowing all five sides to sit at 
the same table Friday morn- 
ing. 


He said he would “not 
underestimate possible diffi- 
culties” but did not foresee 
blocking problems. 

The five parties to the 
second string of talks are 
Bosnia-Herzeovina, -the Bos- 
nian Muslim -Croat Federa- 
tion, the Bosnian Serb repub- 
lic, Croatia and the rump 
Yugoslavia. 

The twin-track negotia- 
tions are seen as crucial to the 
success of the NATO-led Im- 
plementation Force (IFOR) 
as it strives to police a fragile 
peace across Bosnia- 
Herzegoevma. 

Under the peace accords 
the OSCE must secure agree- 
ment on an international 
arms reduction treaty be- 
tween Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and its neighbours Croatia 
and the rump Yugoslavia by 
June 6. 

Also attending the talks 
were representatives of the 
OSCE — the 53-member 
pan-European group plus the 
United States and Canada, 
the “Contact Group” on 
Bosnia-Herzegovina — Bri- 
tain, France, Germany, Rus- 
sia and the United States — 
and the presidency of the 
European Union (EU), cur- 
rently held by Italy. 

In Mostar, Bosnia, the 
shooting of two Muslim 
policemen sent ethnic tension 
soaring in the divided city of 
Mostar Friday and an EU 
administrator appealed for 
calm, saying dialogue — not 
NATO intervention — was 
vital. 

"It would be a lie if I said I 
had everything under control 
but I hope that serious people 
will understand how danger- 
ous the situation is,” said 
Hans Koschnick. the EU 
administrator in the war- 
shattered south Bosnian city. 

“Do not throw oil on the 
fire. We are trying to calm 
things down but we are not in 
a good situation,” he told a 
news conference. 

He was speaking after a 
hail of bullets from the Croat 
sector of the historic dty hit a 
Muslim police car on Thurs- 
day night, seriously wound- 
ing two officers inside. 

Mr. Koschnick, who leads 
an EU administration set up 
in 1994 after a Croat-MusHm 
war devastated the dty, said 
the solution to Mostar’s prob- 
lems had to be dvilian and 
not imposed by the NATO- 
led Bosnian Peace Imple- 
mentation Force (IFOR). 

"There is no need to in- 
volve IFOR in the situation 
in Mostar. People must get 
together in a democratic way 
and by talking build under- 
standing for the future,” he 
said. 

The EU has been trying to 
torn ? a joint administration 
uniting the Muslim and Croat 
communities who face each 
other over a “confrontation 
hue. 









Court counts on 
parchment to 
resolve affair 


EDINBURGH (AFP) — a 
court due to rule on a spat 
between two cousins con- 
testing an earldom had to 
dig deep into the family 
archives Thursday to 
unearth ancient Latin docu- 
ments that shed some light 
on the family feud. The 
17th-century documents 
were brought before the 
court in a bid to establish 
once and for all which of 
the two pretenders to the 
title of Uth Earl of Selkirk 
should inherit the presti- 
gious seat of one of 
Scotland’s oldest familie s 
Conservative MP Lord 
James Douglas-Hamilton 
and his cousin, Aiasdair 
Douglas-Hamilton, have 
both put forward claims to 
succeed the 10th eaii, who 
died in 1994 with no direct 
heir. The Latin text stipu- 
lates that the Earl of 
Selkirk title should devolve 
to the youngest Douglas- 
Hamilton child, while the 
title of the Duke Of 
Hamilton should go to the 
eldest-born. Aiasdair 
Douglas-Hamilton’s claim 
points out that his deceased 
.father was the youngest 
child of the 10th earl. But 
James Douglas-Hamilton 
has launched his counter- 
claim based on the fact that 
be had to renounce his 
inheritance of the Duchy of 
Hamilton — despite being 
the eldest son of the 10th 
eari's eldest son — to take 
up his seat in the British 
House of Commons. The 
earl’s tide comes with an 
inheritance of some 
500.000 pounds 

($770,000) and a seat in the 
British House of Lords. 
The two cousins shook 
hands in the coiirfrcknfL' 
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Chinese police 
chief rapped for 
funeral 


Wnment f; 




SHANGHAI (AFP) — A 
county police chief from 
Hangzhou city in eastern 
Zhejiang province has got 
into hot water for organis- 
ing a funeral procession for i m * 1 > 

hte father that jammed traf- I Ml) II 1 1 } S ii I 
fic'for 20 minutes, a news- 
paper reported Friday. The 
Xinmin Evening News 
reported that Cheng 
ShengQong, chief of 
Qingtian County Police, 
was given a warning and a 
demerit point for organis- 
ing funeral rites attended 
by 900 people and fol- 
lowed by 20 cars. Mr. 

Cheng spent 52,000 yuan 
($6,260) od the funeral and 
accepted gifts worth 
62,050 yuan from traffic 
policemen, banks, drivers 
and private factory owners, 
the report said 
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Six trapped 
overnight in ferris 
wheel 
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TOKYO (AFP) — Six peo- 
ple were stranded for 14 
hours overnight in sub-zero 
temperatures inside two 
gondolas hanging from an 
amusement park fonts 
wheel, police said A 29- 
year-old taxi driver and his 
wife, and a group of four 
junior high school gids 
were rescued Friday -after 
they were spotted by an 
early morning jogger at (be 
Tama Tech Park in Tokyo s 
hilly western suburbs, 
police said. The 50 -metre- 
high ride was operated by 
two teenaged part-time 
workers who apparently 
stopped and left the wheel 
while the six were up io ® e 
air when the park closed at 
5 p.m. Thursday, poii 06 
said. The nigbtime temp®" 
ature dipped to minus 4.7 
degrees Celsius, 
weather officials said The 
wheel's 36 gondolas could 
not be opened from instoe* 
“I tried to shake the gondo- 
la to let them taw* ®* 
were here, but it c K £ * n 1 
work” said the taxi dnver. 
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Makoio Nagashima- 
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was so cold I thought J 

wouldn’t survive. The wuw 

kept creeping in aw ■ 
legs hurt and my shoulders 

got Stiff.” 
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